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FOR I HAVE NO ONE LIKE HIM 

Lakeview Baptist Church 

June 28, 2020 

Philippians 2:19-24 

Timothy and Epaphroditus 

19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, so that I too may be cheered 

by news of you. 20 For I have no one like him, who will be genuinely concerned for 

your welfare. 21 For they all seek their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22 But 

you know Timothy's proven worth, how as a son with a father he has served with me in 

the gospel. 23 I hope therefore to send him just as soon as I see how it will go with me, 

24 and I trust in the Lord that shortly I myself will come also. 

Introduction 

Previously in this epistle, Paul gave a discourse on the obedient Christ to the will of God the Father. He 

followed that with the obligation of the Christian to possess the mind of Christ. 

Paul offers another example of what faithful Christian service looks like. And that example is Timothy. 

Paul promises that Timothy will be coming to them soon. Timothy was a “committed Christian” to the 

ministry and service of his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

What a beautiful letter, filled with joy and the promise of Timothy to come to them to help the devoted 

members of the church at Philippi. 

Paul boldly proclaims that the church is to live out their faith before others. They have heard how 

Christian service should look. 

Each mature believer should seek, desire, and strive to present a godly example for young believers to 

follow. 

I am truly thankful for those who have mentored me in the faith. 

What is your goal in life? Many have goals and it really doesn’t matter how old you are to begin 

reaching for new goals. 

So, I ask you today, “What is your goal in life?” Think on that for a few moments. 

I SEARCH FOR GOOD NEWS OF YOU 

19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, so that I too may be cheered 

by news of you.  

It is important to remember that Paul had visited the church at Philippi during his second (Acts 16) and 

third (20:1-6) missionary journeys. When the Philippians found out that Paul was imprisoned in Rome, 

they sent Epaphroditus to him with financial aid. He longed to hear how this church was doing. 

20 For I have no one like him, who will be genuinely concerned for your welfare. 
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In the King James Version, Timothy is “likeminded.” Meaning that Timothy possesses the same mental 

agenda and spiritual nature and outlook as Paul. Likeminded is defined by Strong as: [isopsuchos 

/ee·sop·soo·khos/]; AV translates as “likeminded” once. 1 equal in soul.1 

Paul had no second thoughts about sending Timothy to them. He was a trusted disciple, friend and brother 

in the Lord. 

MOST ARE NOT LIKEMINDED 

Acts chapter sixteen gives an insight to the life of Paul, Silas, Timothy and the city of 

Philippi. 

• Silas joins Paul and they travel to Derbe and Lystra. It is here that Timothy joins them. 

• Timothy, son of a Greek and whose mother was Jewish, was circumcised by Paul 

• Paul receives the Call to go to Macedonia and finally make it to Philippi. 

• Lydia, a prosperous woman was converted by Paul’s message. 

• A demon is cast out of a slave girl who had a spirit of divination 

• Paul and Silas, perhaps Timothy, are cast into prison after being beaten with rods. 

• A jailer was converted after an earthquake opened the jail cells 

• Paul requires the magistrate to personally show up to let them go, since he was a 

Roman citizen. 

• Key verse is verse 40 “So they went out of the prison and visited Lydia. And when they 

had seen the brothers, they encouraged them and departed.” 

21 For they all seek their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ.  

It is sad, even in the early church that many among the church membership were not found to be 

“likeinded” as Paul. Followers of Jesus were not “sold-out” in the area of ministry: preaching, teaching 

and making disciples. 

22 But you know Timothy's proven worth, how as a son with a father he has served with 

me in the gospel.  

Timothy was not a stranger to the church at Philippi. While Timothy’s name does not appear in Acts 

16:11-40, it seems plausible, by looking at the surrounding passages, that Timothy was with Paul and 

Silas when they visited Philippi the first time (Acts 16:1-3; 17:14-15) 

Timothy has a proven work record and character. Timothy was no flash in the pan.  

Timothy’s life is not “self-centered,” it was “service-centered.” 

I REALLY WANT TO SEE YOU 

23 I hope therefore to send him just as soon as I see how it will go with me,  

Paul does not know how the verdict will go on his life. 

24 and I trust in the Lord that shortly I myself will come also. 

However, Paul expresses the hope that he will be released and be able to meet with them. 

 

 
1 James Strong, Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon (Woodside Bible Fellowship, 1995). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/strongs?ref=GreekGK.GGK2701&off=16&ctx=2473+%CE%B9%CC%93%CF%83%CE%BF%CC%81%CF%88%CF%85%CF%87%CE%BF%CF%82+~%5bisopsuchos+%2fee%C2%B7sop%C2%B7soo%C2%B7
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Conclusion 

The stars in this passage are Paul, Timothy and the church at Philippi. They appear to be in great love, 

one toward each other. 

The Philippians had sent Epaphroditus to care for Paul during his imprisonment (v. 25). Now Paul 

prepares to send Timothy to care for the Philippians.2 

 

 
2 John D. Barry et al., Faithlife Study Bible (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2012, 2016), Php 2:19. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/fsb?ref=Bible.Php2.19&off=7&ctx=vv.+25%E2%80%9330).%0a%0a2%3a19+++~The+Philippians+had+

