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TH E G O S P EL O F  MA R K  

William Barclay makes a most unusual comment concerning the Gospel of Mark. He says, 

“The Gospel of Mark is the most important book in the World.”1 

The Gospel of Mark. Just what exactly does the word “gospel” mean? Mark uses the Greek 

word euangelion which translates to “good message.” The King James Version, throughout the 

NT translates euangelion [you ong gel eon] as “gospel” or variations of gospel. Such as “the 

gospel” or “of the gospel” or “with the gospel.” The Greek word for “preaching the Gospel” is 

euangelizo [you ong gel izoo] 

Mark is the shortest of the Gospels (16 chapters, 660 verses) 

Generally stated, Mark parallels Matthew; about 90%, and only about half of Luke. 

Mark’s Gospel contains the least amount of Jesus’ recorded teachings. 

Mark’s writing identifies itself as a “Gospel” (“good message” or “good news”) from the very 

beginning of the book (1:1, 15).  

When studying Mark, we are dropped into a story line that immediately reveals the person of 

Jesus. Mark identifies Jesus as the Christ2 and the Son of God3 in verse one. 

Mark quotes from Isaiah 40:1-3 in Mk 1:2-3 

Mark identifies John the Baptist who is the “forerunner” of the Messiah, the Christ. (Mk 1:2-

8) and Jesus’ baptism by John in Mark 1:9-11. 

Mark’s narrative pushes Jesus into the wilderness immediately after His baptism and His 

victory over Satan. All before verse fourteen of the first chapter. 

Mark jumps into the Galilean ministry of Jesus in which he records Jesus confronting those 

three groups: the disciples, the crowds and the religious leaders. 

Mark characterizes three main groups of people in his Gospel: the disciples, the religious 

leaders, and the crowds. Mark portrays all three as not understanding Jesus or His message. 

Mark’s Gospel is a fast-paced narrative. It is direct, compelling, and quick paced in his 

presentation. Mark does not write with a lot of “filler” material. He has a message to deliver and 

he sets about that task with clarity and speed. 

Therefore, this Gospel does not consider the birth of Christ, instead he gets right into the 

ministry years of Jesus.  

 

1 William Barclay, The Gospel of Mark, rev. ed. (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1975), p. 1. 

David L. McKenna and Lloyd J. Ogilvie, Mark, vol. 25, The Preacher’s Commentary Series (Nashville, TN: 

Thomas Nelson Inc, 1982). 
2 Mark uses Christ eight times - Mk 1:1; 8:29; 9:41; 12:35; 13:6,21; 14:61; 15:32 
3 Mark uses the “Son of God” three times - Mk 1:1; 3:11; 15:39 
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Mark’s Gospel emphasizes works and actions. Ie., Jesus is active, healing, performing 

miracles, casting out demons, quickly moving from town to town, place to place, always 

teaching. 

Mark’s Gospel contains a few of Jesus resurrection appearances: 1) Mary Magdalene at the 

tomb. 2) He appeared to “two of them as they walked.” 3) He appeared to the eleven and scolded 

them for their unbelief . 4) He gives the great commission (16:15-16). 5) Jesus is taken to 

heaven. 6) Mark sees Jesus sitting at the right hand of God. 7) The disciples “go.” 

Mark’s Gospel is generally considered as the earliest of the four Gospels. 

KEY THOUGHT 

Jesus is the Servant of God and man. 

LOCATIONS FOUND IN MARK 

Mark’s Gospel is geographically organized.  

• Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan River (Mk 1:1-15). 

• Jesus’ ministry in Galilee (Mk 1:16-9:50) 

• Jesus’ Judean ministry, trial, death and resurrection (Mk 10:1-16:8) 

AUTHOR 

There has been a gathering of widespread evidence from the writings of the early church 

fathers that leads us to believe that John Mark4 reported on the words and deeds of Jesus from 

the Apostle Peter. Mark, referred to as “John Mark.” There are allusions to John Mark being the 

author in Mark 14:51-52. John Mark’s mother was a prominent member of the early Jerusalem 

church (Ac 12:12) 

There is good evidence that concludes that this gospel can be seen from Peter’s point of view 

and even his own contribution to the Gospel. We know that Peter refers to Mark as “my son.” (1 

Pet. 5:13). This leads me to believe this is a “spiritual birth,” with perhaps Peter leading John 

Mark (Marcus) to Christ. 

Eusebius, a Christian historian, exegete, and Christian polemicist, writes: 

Of particular significance in this regard are the brief statements by Papias (Bishop 

of Hierapolis; c. a.d. 120), preserved by Eusebius of Caesarea (260–340). Papias 

states that he received oral tradition from John the elder and apostle, and he passes 

on the following regarding Mark: (1) he was the writer for Peter; (2) he wrote down 

accurately as much as he could remember of Peter’s words, which the latter had 

adapted to the needs of the moment; (3) he was not an eyewitness of Jesus, nor a 

disciple (but see note on Mark 14:52); and (4) it was his desire not to omit or 

misrepresent anything. Papias concluded that the Gospel of Mark gains its apostolic 

 

4 Note: Just so there is no confusion about the name John Mark, it was common for Jews to have both a Greek 

and Hebrew name. In this case John is Hebrew and Mark is Greek. 
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and reliable character from its Petrine origin (Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 

2.15.1–2; 3.39.14–16). 

Internal evidence also supports the Patristic testimony that Peter stands behind 

Mark’s Gospel. Mark’s account is especially vivid when recounting incidents 

involving Peter. It presents the weaknesses of Peter, as well as the disciples as a 

whole, and omits praiseworthy or noticeable references to Peter reported in 

Matthew and Luke. It has also been observed that there exists a certain structural 

proximity between Peter’s Caesarea speech (Acts 10:34–43) and the Gospel of 

Mark.5 

DATE 

Like most of the New Testament literature, declaring a date of writing is difficult. Some have 

suggested a date as early as the 40’s while others hold to a 60’s date. Most however, hold to a 

mid to late 50’s. If Peter died in Rome around 64 AD, it would make sense that John Mark had at 

least begun writing his Gospel about that time. 

For our study, we will use the following as a general date of the writing: 57-63 AD 

AUDIENCE 

Mark was written for the church in Rome. It is agreed that the original readers were Greek-

speaking, making them Gentiles as John Mark had to explain many of the Jewish customs (Mk 

7:3-4; 14:12) 

LOCATION 

Rome 

PURPOSE AND CONTENT 

The first verse identifies the main message of Mark: this Jesus of Nazareth is the “Son of 

God, the promised Messiah.” Mark’s consistent presentation of Jesus’ universal call to 

discipleship fills the pages of Mark’s Gospel. This is made relevant as Mark presents either 

followers or opponents of Jesus. 

The narrative of Mark’s Gospel gives a wide-spread view of the apostolic work of Peter.  

It can also be said that Mark addresses a wide audience that is unfamiliar with Jewish life, 

customs, and practices. 

THE LAST WEEK 

It is interesting to note that a major portion of Mark’s sixteen chapters (chs. 11-16) concern 

the last week of Christ’s life on this earth. 

 

5 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 1889. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esvsb?ref=BibleESV.Mk&off=181&ctx=+writer%2c+John+Mark.+~Of+particular+signif
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OUTLINE 

Through the writing of Mark, who centered on the ministry years of Jesus, we could adopt the 

outline as follows: 

▪ Jesus’ Galilean Ministry (1:1–8:26) 

▪ Jesus’ travels on His way to Jerusalem (8:27–10:52) 

▪ Jesus’ time in Jerusalem (11:1–13:37) 

▪ The plot to kill Jesus (14:1–15:47) 

▪ Jesus’ resurrection (16:1–8) 

▪ Jesus final actions and commands (16:9–20) 

 

THEOLOGICAL THEMES 

• The euangelion, good message, of the Kingdom of God has arrived, however it looks 

different than what the Jews were looking for. 

• Mark hones in on Jesus’ teachings concerning the self-sacrifice of Jesus’ followers. 

(Mk 8:34-38.  

o The "Messianic Secret." (Mark 1:44; 3:12; 5:43; 7:36; 8:27-30) disciples, 

(Mark 9:2-9: The Transfiguration) 

• Suffering--especially the impending suffering of Jesus: (Mark 8:31; 9:31; and 10:33-

34) 

• The Son of Man--in the Old Testament this had obviously meant simply an ordinary 

mortal human, but in Mark its meaning is more problematic: (Ezekiel 2:1; Mark 2:10; 

8:31; 9:31) 

• The Son of God--not as frequent but arguably more important and just as unclear: 

(Mark 1:1; 1:11; 9:7; and 15:39). But see also Psalm 2; 2 Samuel 7:5-14; and Exodus 

4:22-23. 

• The Misunderstanding of the Message. (Mark 6:52; 9:9-10) In fact it is said that Jesus' 

teaching in parables was to hinder peoples' understanding. Particularly the disciples 

and Jesus' family are shown as blind to his meaning, and as finally deserting him, 

(Mark 14:50) and denying him, (Mark 14:66-72). Following the will of God is 

explicitly said to be more important than blood relationship to Jesus. 

• The Hostility of the Priests, Scribes, and Pharisees. (Mark 2:6; 3:6; 6:4; 8:11; 10:2 and 

Mark 12:13; 14:1, 55; 15:11, 31-32). 

• The Kingdom of God. (Mark 1:14-15, 2:18-22, 3:22-27, 4:11, 26-29, 9:1, 42-48, 

10:15, 23-25. Did Jesus in Mark's Gospel preach the Kingdom as present, as potential, 

or as yet to come? 

PARABLES ONLY IN THE GOSPEL OF MARK 

Mark only depicts five parables of Jesus. Of the five, only one is specifically in Mark. 

The Parable of the Seed Growing - Mark 4:26-29 
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WHY ARE THERE TWO ENDINGS TO THE GOSPEL OF MARK? 

Why does the Gospel of Mark have two endings? 

Explanations. Both endings, the shorter and the longer, are considered to be added at a later 

date. Scholars, like many passages that have more than one explanation or slight differences in 

copies of a passage, disagree whether verse 8 was the original ending, or if there was an ending 

which is now lost. 


