
 

J O H N  T H E  B R O T H E R  O F  J A M E S  

P E R S O N A L  I N F O R M A T I O N :  

Nickname/Other: 

“John” (Mk 9:2; Mk 9:38; Mk 10:35; 10:41; 13:3; 14:33; Lk 5:10; 6:14; 8:51; 9:28; 9:49; 9:54; 22:8; Ac 

1:13; 3:1; 3:3; 3:4; 3:11; 4:13; 4:19; 8:14;  

“John Son of Zebedee” (Mt 4:21; 10:2; Mk 1:19; 3:17; Lk 5:10) 

“John his brother” (Mt 4:21; 10:2; 17:1; Mk 1:19;  

John the brother of James (Mk 3:17; 5:37; Ac 12:2 

“Boanerges” - The sons of thunder (Mk 3:17).  

“The Evangelist” - is the name traditionally given to the author of the Gospel of John. Christians have 

traditionally identified him with John the Apostle. 

“The Revealer” – As John wrote the “Revelation of Jesus Christ”, he has been identified as “John the 

Revealer or Revelator.” 

Note: There are many, including myself, that confer the title “the beloved disciple” or “the disciple whom 

Jesus loved” as being John the Apostle. Most theologians and commentators hold this position. It comes 

from an early historical documents and tradition. This same tradition holds that John the Apostle was the 

writer of the Gospel of John, the son of Zebedee. However, there are those that place others in that title 

including: 

• Lazarus (John 11:38-44) 

• Thomas (John 20:24-28) 

• Mary Magdalene (John 20:11-18) 

In the Gospel of John, there are five passages referring to “the disciple whom Jesus loved.”  

• John 13:21-30 – When Jesus confesses that one of the twelve will betray him in the upper room, 

it is the one “leaning on Jesus bosom one of his disciples, whom Jesus loved” that asks the Lord, 

“Who is it?” This incident is later referred to in Jn 21:20 

• John 18:15-18 – after the arrest of Jesus, Peter is given entrance to the trials by “another disciple 

known unto the high priest.” (KJV 



• John 19:26-27 – Jesus gives his mother to the “disciple standing by, whom he loved.” (KJV) 

• John 20:2 – the “other disciple, whom Jesus loved” ran with Peter to the tomb of Jesus. Mary 

Magdalene had already had an encounter with Jesus that morning. 

• John 21:7 – When Jesus, in his resurrected body cooks breakfast for the disciples on the beach it 

is “that disciple whom Jesus loved” that declares that the man on the beach is the Lord. 

• John 21:20 – When Peter is confronted by Jesus and asked if Peter loved him, Peter turns to see 

“the disciple whom Jesus loved” and asks Jesus, “Lord, what shall this man do?” 

In what is probably the most important comment about the beloved disciple, the narrator depicts 

him as “leaning back on the chest of Jesus” (author’s translation, John 13:25)—an English 

rendering of the same Greek phrase used to describe the relationship between Jesus and God the 

Father (“close to the Father’s heart,” John 1:18). Each of these depictions reinforces the idea that 

the beloved disciple should be seen as an ideal follower of Jesus—one with whom any faithful 

reader can and should identify.1 

General Information: 

Hometown/Region: Capernaum/Galilee 

Lived in Capernaum in Galilee 

Fisherman with his father and brother by trade (Mt 4:18-22; Mk 1:20). Partners with James, Andrew, and 

Peter (Lk 5:10). 

One of the Pillars of the Jerusalem church (Ga 2:9) 

Family: 

Father – Zebedee (Mt 4:21). Mother - Son of Salome (Mt 27:56; Mk 16:1). Younger brother of James, the 

Apostle (Mt 4:21) 

M I N I S T R Y  I N F O R M A T I O N :  

Major Accomplishments during Jesus’ Ministry: 

John was a follower of John the Baptist and one of the first followers of Jesus (Mk 1:16-19; John 1:35) 

He left everything to follow Jesus (Lk 5:11) 

Healed and preached (Mt 10:1; Ac 3-4:8) 

John was vengeful and fiery. For example, a Samaritan village rejected Jesus, he and James asked Jesus if 

they should call down fire from heaven upon the place. Jesus response was to nickname them, 

"Boanerges," or "sons of thunder."  

The mother of James and John, probably Salome (Mk 15:40; 16:1) also overstepped her bounds, asking 

Jesus to grant her sons special positions in his kingdom (Mathew 20:20-28). The Gospel of Mark includes 

James and John asking Jesus if they could sit on His left and right (Mk 10:35-41) 

He was in the “inner circle” with Andrew, Peter, and James. (Mk 5:37, 9:2; 13:3; 14:33; Mt 26:37) 

• Peter, James, and John were with Jesus at the ruler of the synagogue’s house when he raised 

her from the dead (Mark 5:35-43) 

 
1 Skinner, Christopher W., Bible Odyssey, “Who was the beloved disciple?”, 

https://www.bibleodyssey.org/en/people/related-articles/who-was-the-beloved-disciple 

https://www.bibleodyssey.org/lightbox-bible-passage.aspx?passage=John+19%3a26-27
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• Peter, James, and John were with Jesus when Christ was transfigured [Christ’s divinity 

revealed] (Mk 9:2-8 

• Jesus took Peter, James, and John with Him in the Garden of Gethsemane (Mt 26:36-46) 

John suggested that only Jesus and His Apostles could drive out demons (Mk 9:38) 

Was sent by Jesus to prepare the upper room for the Last Supper (Lk 22:8) 

Sat or reclined next to Jesus during the Last Supper (Jn 13:23) 

May have been the only Apostle that did not desert Jesus during His trials (John 18:15-16) 

While John was at the crucifixion, Jesus gave him the honor of the care of Jesus’ mother Mary (Jn 19:26-

27)). 

Major Accomplishments after Jesus’ Ministry: 

On the resurrection day, ran ahead of Peter to the tomb of Christ (Jn 20:2-8) 

While waiting on Jesus at the sea of Tiberias, he and six (6) other disciples went fishing. (Jn 21:2-7) 

Preached to churches in Asia Minor (Acts 3:4-8) 

Totally changed after Pentecost (Acts 4:13; 1 Jn 4) 

Held captive on the Isle of Patmos (Revelation 1:1, 9) 

Manner of Death: 

According to tradition, John spent his last days in Ephesus, traveling there after the death of Domitian 

(who had exiled him to the Isle of Patmos). John’s followers, Polycarp, Papias, and Ignatius, would 

become pillars in Christ’s church, just as John had been. Died of natural causes around 90-100 AD at 

Ephesus. 

Writings 

Gospel of John; 1st, 2nd, and 3rd John and the Revelation of Jesus Christ 

Scripture References: 

Mt 4:21; 10:2-4; 17:1; 26:37; 27:55-56; Mk 1:19; 3:17-18; 5:37; 9:38; 14:33; 15:40-41; Lk 6:14, 8:51; 

Acts 1:13; 8:14; 12:2; Jn 13:23; 19:26; 20:2; 21:7, 20;  

Strongest Character Traits: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 



N O T E S :  

Along with internal evidence from the book of John, early church fathers Irenaeus and Polycrates identify 

the apostle John as the “disciple Jesus loved.”  

Of the original Apostles, he is credited as having lived the longest. 

John wrote the fourth gospel, book of Revelation, and three epistles to the church.  

Of all Christ’s followers, John conveys the majesty of Christ the most clearly. 

 


