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Philippians 2:12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence 

but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who 

works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

Introduction 

OBEDIENCE IS KEY 

12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, - What a tremendous and wonderful compliment 

from Paul. They are his “beloved” as they have always “obeyed.” 

In the previous section of this passage (vvs 1-11) we have this beautiful illustration or depiction of who 

Jesus Christ was and is. Paul exhorts the Philippians, as Christians, to demonstrate to the world, the same 

faith and obedience as Jesus portrayed. Christ was obedient to the Father, “to the point of death”, 

therefore, the conclusion by Paul is that His followers should also be obedient to Christ. 

They have obeyed in the past and they should continue. I heard of a small town high school student who 

was the epitome of what an athlete should be. He arrived before practice and stayed after practice to better 

hone his skills. He absorbed everything the coaches asked and demanded of him. He was sought by a 

couple of colleges and finally he was selected to attend a college on scholarship. The recruiter asked him 

only one question. “Will you continue your work ethic when you become part of the football program at 

my school.” Part of the reason he received a scholarship was due to his obedience and perseverance to his 

chosen area. 

To me, this is what Jesus is asking the believers at Philippi. Will you continue to be obedient and deliver 

the message of Christ? 

so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, -  

God has granted them salvation not just for their own profit, but for the good of others as well. If they 

work out and manifest the new life divinely worked in them, they will live lives worthy of the gospel 

(1:27), in harmony with each other (v. 2), seeking the progress of the gospel. They will also regard one 

another as more important than themselves (v. 3), be concerned with the needs of their fellows (v. 4), and 

make the appropriate sacrifices in obedience to God, as did Jesus. In doing all this they will work out or 

express the new life they have through Christ. 

WORK OUT YOUR SALVATION 

work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 

Notice, this does not say, “You must work in order to have salvation.” By reading Paul’s previous 

epistles, especially Romans and Galatians, it is very clear that Paul is not saying that in order to continue 

to be saved you must continue to present  works. 

Paul uses a Greek phrase “work out”, which means the expression, manifestation, or actualization of 

something one already possesses. Therefore, the Philippians are to “express, manifest or actualize” the 

salvation God has already produced in them. The logical conclusion is that the Philippians, by grace from 

God, God has given them salvation not just for their own gain, or benefit, or advantage. This same 
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salvation is also for others who have not heard. They must live, insert “express, manifest or actualize” 

their obedience to the Gospel message so that others may see their blessings and good works. 

God has made an investment in them, not to themselves, but that others may become part of the Kingdom 

of Heaven. 

The example of Jesus in the previous section of the text showed humility on His part as well as being 

concerned about the needs of those surrounding Him.  

This is “working out their salvation.” This is the “new life in Christ.” 

13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

In this verse, Paul gives two reasons why the believer is to “work out their salvation.” 

First, as an example of encouragement to those witnessing their lives in Christ, it is for God’s good 

pleasure.” In other words, it is like the pride a father has when their son rides his bike without training 

wheels, or hits his first pitch, or strikes a nail perfectly. God draws pleasure from His children when we 

exhibit Christ to the world. It is not our works but God working in you. 

Second, the Philippians must “work out their salvation” “with fear and trembling” (v. 12).  

STRIVE FOR GOD’S GOOD PLEASURE 

It is important for the believer today to understand that God is producing in obedient children to 1) to 

desire to do good works and 2) to bring those thoughts to accomplishments of His good pleasure. 

The western mind has a difficult time understanding why, as believers, approaching and doing the works 

of the Lord is a matter of “fear and trembling”?  

Let me put it to you this way this morning. When I accepted Jesus as my savior, at that moment, it did not 

matter to me what may lay ahead. I was not aware of difficult times or the sacrifices that God may ask of 

me. All I wanted to do was to follow Jesus and make Him happy by my obedience. However, each of us 

should be prepared to do the “works of salvation”, no matter the cost. 

It was the same for the Philippian believers. They were and would be involved with great “conflict” (v. 

30). Their decisions for Christ would see their beloved leader Paul, imprisoned and martyred. We do not 

know the future, however, we do know the one who holds the future. 

May we be one together, as we march forward to the task that is set before us. Let us be aware of the great 

cost that has brought salvation to each of us.  

Let us “express, manifest or actualize” our salvation to the world with an understanding that our liberty 

has been purchased with the blood of Jesus 

Conclusion 

We can sum up today’s sermon as simply: 

• Being Obedient to Christ as Christ was obedient to the Father 

• Just like Christ, we should seek and strive for God’s Good Pleasure 

 


