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BE GLAD AND REJOICE WITH ME 

Lakeview Baptist Church 

Father’s Day, June 21, 2020 

Philippians 2:14-17 

14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing, 15 that you may be blameless and 

innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted 

generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast to the word of 

life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in 

vain. 17 Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of 

your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18 Likewise you also should be glad and 

rejoice with me. 

Introduction 

THERE IS NO LEGITIMATE REASON FOR GRUMBLINGS AND DISPUTING. (V. 14) 

2:14. Do all things without grumbling or disputing, 

Since God is working in the hearts and lives of the Philippian congregation to fulfill His will and His 

good work, for the Lord’s good pleasure (v. 13), there can be no Legitimate reason that the attitude of 

believers would be one of grumbling and disputing. 

I do not watch much of the news, I feel like I need a shower afterwards because of the anger, evil and filth 

I receive in what is supposed to be the “news.” However, these last few weeks and months has seen our 

world more divided that I can ever remember it in my lifetime. 

Our world is filled with people that want to impose their will upon me. Interviews are either filled with 

hate and disputing’s, or with a horrific forecast for humanity. 

The world can and does suffer with grumblings and disputing’s, however, Paul says not for the Christian. 

He prohibits the believer to complain about the difficulties they were having. After all they were being 

persecuted as they carried out the work of the Lord. Quarreling among themselves is forbidden. 

BE BLAMELESS AND INNOCENT CHILDREN OF GOD. (V.15) 

2:15. that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the 

midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the 

world, 

If the readers obey the commands of verses 12–14, they will become blameless and morally pure.  

12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my 

presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 

trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good 

pleasure. 14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing, 

You can almost feel a “therefore” before verse fifteen. Or at least a “so that.” Grumbling and disputing 

are reactions of the worldly view. However, Christians are to have a heavenly view. 
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We cannot be found blameless or innocent if we grumble and dispute. We will simply be going along 

with the crowd. 

Christians are the Children of God. We live in a “crooked and twisted” generation. Christians 

are to be without these faults. The Body of Christ cannot incur spiritual damage from these types 

of visual sins. 

When a Christian practices humility and forgiveness can we influence the world with the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. 

Believers are to be blameless and innocent of the ways of the world. 

For only in such a position can true Christian witness be borne and influence for the gospel be effectively 

exerted. Yet believers must remain “without rebuke” in that they suffer no moral damage by contact with 

the unsaved.  

SHINE AS “LIGHTS” IN THE WORLD (V. 15) 

2:15… among whom you shine as lights in the world, 

The world, Christians and unbelievers alike will see their being blameless and innocence as lights in the 

darkness of the world. As the moon and stars brighten the night skies, so healthy, mature Christian lives 

stand out, demonstrating to the lost and giving credence to the witness of the power of Jesus in His 

church. 

HOLD FAST TO THE WORD OF LIFE (V.16) 

2:16. holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I 

did not run in vain or labor in vain. 

“Holding fast” may at first seem to imply “clinging or securing something. However, “holding 

fast” means just the opposite. It means to “offer.” 

Paul is encouraging the Philippians to “offer” the “Word of Life.”  

Offering the “word of life” to the world is the cure for grumbling and disputes. Let that sink in today. 

THEREFORE, BE GLAD AND REJOICE WITH ME (V. 17) 

2:17. Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of 

your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18 Likewise you also should be glad and 

rejoice with me. 

This verse may be paraphrased, “Yes, though I will probably be martyred for the benefit of the sacrificial 

ministry produced by your faith, I rejoice and will rejoice with all of you.” Paul senses that eventually, 

perhaps at a later date, he will be called upon to give up his life in service. Such sacrifice will benefit the 

Philippians’ own sacrificial ministry, which they are conducting for the Lord. As his imprisonment has 
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aroused the Roman brethren to more zealous preaching (1:14), so his martyrdom would similarly profit 

the present readers’ ministry.1 

 

Conclusion 

In today’s passage, Paul identifies how a Christian ought to life their earthly life. 

• Serve without grumbling and disputing 

• Work at becoming blameless and innocent Child of God 

• Let our lifestyle be as a “light” in the world 

• Hold fast to the Word of Life 

• Be Glad and Rejoice, even in suffering 

That is a difficult list. However, it is attainable when living a life totally dedicated to the Lord 

 

 
1 King James Version Study Bible ., electronic ed. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997), Php 2:14–17. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/kjvstbib?ref=Bible.Php2.14&off=1&ctx=nto+death%E2%80%9D+(v.+27).%0a~2%3a14.+Since+God+is+p

