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INTRODUCTION TO CHAPTER FOUR AND FIVE 

INTRODUCTION TO THE THRONE ROOM OF GOD 

Chapter four begins a new “view” of the Revelation. The book shifts its focus from the seven churches 

in Asia to events on a worldwide scale. According to Revelation 1:19, John was to write about three 

areas: past, present, and future. 

Revelation 1:19 Write the things which thou hast seen [past], and the things which are [present], 

and the things which shall be hereafter [future]; 

Two thirds of the outline in Revelation 1:19 are now complete. The third major section of the 

Apocalypse begins where we will see prophecies concerning the future and all it holds in chapter 4, “I 

will shew thee things which must be hereafter”. 

The Revelation begins with John’s experiences at Patmos: “Then I turned to see …” (1:12). Now 

beginning in chapter 4, John repeats again, “After this I looked ….” 

The section from Revelation 4:1 through Revelation 22:5 is the most terrifying and difficult to read 

and explain to the casual observer. This section is rich in its description of the “end of times.”  From this 

point on we will be jumping back and forth between heaven and earth. There are even passages that are 

“parenthetical,” meaning they do not form a consistent timeline through the book, but instead take a 

“breather” in all the action. 

The door to heaven is opened and we catch sight of the throne room of God. The power of God 

Almighty is observed everywhere, and He is in absolute control over every action and event. The writer 

of the book of Hebrews gives us a breathtaking panorama of the heavenly throne room in Hebrews 8-9. 

(see also 1 Kings 22:19; Job 1:6; 2:1; Psalms 89:6, 7; Ezekiel 1; Daniel 7:9, 10) 

It is in this section of the Apocalypse we are introduced to the threefold office of Jesus: Prophet, 

Priest, and King. Here, authority is given to Jesus as the Judge of the earth. He is the Savior, the Lion of 

the tribe of Judah, and has the right and authority to establish His dominion and kingdom on earth. 

We have been introduced to symbolism and imagery of the Apocalypse in chapter 1. Throughout the 

remainder of the Revelation, we will need to be mindful of the writings from the Old Testament to 

properly interpret the Revelation. In the same way that Daniel and Ezekiel were told by the Holy Spirit to 

write future events, John is given the same privilege. 

Most of the Revelation contains clear spiritual teaching and concise prophecy. That being said, some 

passages will seem beyond our ability to understand. At those points we will simply witness what John 

sees and records. We will study the Apocalypse and learn what the Holy Spirit opens our hearts to see. 

Some things we will take by faith and believe simply because it is God’s Word. But above all else we will 

take comfort in knowing that Jesus wins over all evil in the end. 

Naturally, in the book of the Revelation we see the worship of God. Worship of God in heaven is a 

normal event. True, spiritual worship is displayed repeatedly by admiring beings in heaven. They direct 

their worship to the Father and the Son. God is the object, and He is worthy as the Creator (Psalm 104) 

and Jesus is worthy as the Redeemer (Psalm 103)!  Let us listen to the worship from the 4 beasts and the 

24 elders:   

Revelation 4:8-11 “…Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come…The 

four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship… saying, 11 Thou art 

worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy 

pleasure they are and were created.” 
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We should notice that Chapters 4–5 represent a pivotal point of the Revelation. In chapters, two and 

three the object of the passage was the seven churches, commendations, and criticisms. Chapters four and 

five are the interval or pause before the judgments on the earth and mankind begin (Revelation 6–22). It is 

apparent that the letters to the seven churches are warnings. There is a “blessed hope” to be had and 

“death and hell” to miss. God consistently allows a time for repentance before judgment takes place 

(Revelation 2:5, 16, 21-22; 3:3, 19). 

Two points before we jump into chapter 4: Apocalyptic language fills these two chapters. Some of the 

imagery John uses is taken from Old Testament apocalyptic passages, (Ezekiel 1:10; 2:9, 10; Daniel 4; 

7:13–14). 

Secondly, the church is not mentioned as being on earth again. This fuels the Pretribulationalists point 

that the “rapture” takes place between chapter three and four. Once the saints are taken from the earth to 

heaven, the Lord focuses His attention on the nation of Israel. 

Let us read chapter four and five together to see the throne room just as John visualized it. Feel John’s 

wonder, amazement, and excitement as he meets God. 

Revelation 4:1-5:14 After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice 

which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew 

thee things which must be hereafter. 2 And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set 

in heaven, and one sat on the throne. 3 And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: 

and there was a rainbow round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald. 4 And round about the 

throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in 

white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold. 5 And out of the throne proceeded lightnings 

and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the 

seven Spirits of God. 6 And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst 

of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind. 7 And the first 

beast was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and the third beast had a face as a man, and the 

fourth beast was like a flying eagle. 8 And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they 

were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, 

which was, and is, and is to come. 9 And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that 

sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever, 10 The four and twenty elders fall down before him that 

sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, 

saying, 11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all 

things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. 

1 And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the backside, 

sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open 

the book, and to loose the seals thereof? 3 And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, 

was able to open the book, neither to look thereon. 4 And I wept much, because no man was found 

worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look thereon. 5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep 

not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose 

the seven seals thereof. 6 And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in 

the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are 

the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. 7 And he came and took the book out of the right 

hand of him that sat upon the throne. 8 And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and 

twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, 

which are the prayers of saints. 9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, 

and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every 

kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we 

shall reign on the earth. 11 And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and 

the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of 
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thousands; 12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, 

and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. 13 And every creature which is in heaven, 

and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, 

Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb 

for ever and ever. 14 And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and 

worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever. 

 

 


