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The isle of Crete is where Paul left his youthful apprentice “to set in order the things that are waiting” and 

to “ordain elders in every city” (Tit. 1:5) 

PAUL’S EPISTLE TO TITUS 

INTRODUCTION 

Much like the synoptic Gospels, Paul’s first epistle to Timothy and Titus are very similar. Paul could have 

saved a lot of time by removing Timothy’s name from his first epistle to Timothy and simply substituted 

Titus’s name. That is how similar these two letters are. And why shouldn’t they be? They were both 

written to young pastors under the watch care of Paul. 

While we know a lot about the church at Ephesus, we know very little about the church that Titus was 

looking after, the church at Crete. In his introduction to the epistle to Titus he writes:  

“Titus 1:4 (KJV) To Titus, mine own son after the common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, 

from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour. 5 For this cause left I thee in 

Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every 

city, as I had appointed thee:” 

However, we do know a lot about the people inhabiting the island of Crete, by those that wrote about 

them.  

From the book, “The Complete Guide to the Bible, Stephen M. Miller writes:1 

 

1 Stephen M. Miller, The Complete Guide to the Bible (Uhrichsville, OH: Barbour Books, 2013). 
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Epimenides a Cretan prophet (600s BC) “The people of Crete are all liars, evil brutes, and lazy 

gluttons.” 

“Kretizo” - Ancient verb form of “Cretan.” It means “lie,” as in “You lied to me!” The nation’s 

most infamous lie was its claim to having land sacred enough for the tomb of Zeus, chief god 

of Greece. 

Callimachus a Cretan poet (200s BC) in his hymn to Zeus writes, “Cretans are always liars. A 

tomb, O Lord, Cretans built for you. But you did not die, for you are forever.” 

The Greek historian Plutarch wrote, “All of his soldiers abandoned him except for the Cretans, 

who followed him not out of good will, but because they were as devoted to his riches as bees 

to their honeycombs.” 

Paul concurs with Epimenides consensus concerning the Cretans. 

Titus 1:12 (KJV) One of themselves, even a prophet of their own, said, The Cretians are alway 

liars, evil beasts, slow bellies. 13 This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they 

may be sound in the faith; 

Paul’s epistle to his apprentice Titus, is one of his shortest letters. It only contains three chapters, forty-six 

verses, and nine hundred and forty-two words in the King James Version Bible. 

Much of his work, like the apostle Paul’s, was dangerous, unpopular, difficult, and tiring. It 

involved traveling, introducing strangers to new ideas, constantly making new friends, 

consistently battling new enemies, and even deflecting threats on one’s life. The number of 

people who could share such a load was small, but the early church desperately needed them. 

Not just anyone could start and maintain a new church in a hostile world. Yet Titus rose to the 

challenge. 

The believers in Crete lacked leadership and were suffering as a result. False teachers were 

taking advantage of the absence of sound doctrine. Judging from Paul’s exhortations, the 

harmony and morals of the young congregation were disrupted. Paul relied on Titus to help 

them establish their leadership and make up their other deficits. Their struggles are repeated 

in every age, and this letter is as relevant today as it was to Titus.2 

Titus 

• Titus was a Gentile for his name is of Latin origin, “Titos.” (Ga 2:3) 

• He was led to Christ by the Apostle Paul (Tit. 1:4) 

• He became a co-worker with Paul when he followed Paul and Barnabas from Antioch to 

Jerusalem (Ac 15:2) 

• Titus served the church in Corinth (2Co 8:6, 16-17) 

• Titus gave a good report of the work in Corinth (2Co 7:6-7, 13-14) 

• Titus was the messenger for Paul’s second letter to the church at Corinth (2Co 8:10, 17, 24) 

• Paul sends Titus to the isle of Crete. 

• Titus was with Paul during his second Roman imprisonment. 

• Paul sends Titus to go to Dalmatia and evangelize it (2Ti 4:10) 

Paul has several things to say about Titus. 

• “my brother” (2Co 2:13) 

 

2 Earl D. Radmacher, Ronald Barclay Allen, and H. Wayne House, Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Commentary 

(Nashville: T. Nelson Publishers, 1999), 1620. 
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• “we for the joy of Titus, because his spirit was refreshed by you all” (2Co 7:13) 

• 2 Corinthians 8:23 (KJV) Whether any do inquire of Titus, he is my partner and fellowhelper 

concerning you: or our brethren be inquired of, they are the messengers of the churches, and the 

glory of Christ. 

It is interesting that the Acts of the Apostles, however he is a trusted and beloved member of Paul’s 

disciples, however Paul speaks about him as a friend. 

AUTHOR 

The author of this epistle is identified as “Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ. The word 

“servant” is the Greek word “doulos,” meaning  

“A slave, one who is in a permanent relation of servitude to another, his will being altogether 

consumed in the will of the other (Matt. 8:9; 20:27; 24:45, 46). Generally one serving, bound 

to serve, in bondage (Rom. 6:16, 17).3 

Paul’s use of doulos meant that he was saying that he was under the authority of Jesus Christ. 

Titus 1:1 (KJV) Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of 

God's elect, and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness; 

DATE 

The date of authorship is unknown Titus may have been written between Paul’s imprisonments in Rome 

between 62 AD and 65 AD, and thus between Paul’s two letters to Timothy. 

AUDIENCE 

Paul’s beloved associate Titus, “my own son after the common faith” (Tit. 1:4) 

THEME 

The general theme of this letter is one of encouragement to a young apprentice, whom Paul loved and 

trusted, that was ministering to a congregation that needed organization, contained false teachers, and to 

request that Titus meet Paul in Nicopolis for the winter. 

PURPOSE AND CONTENT 

While we do not know who started the church on Crete, it is highly probable that this church had converts 

of Paul who moved here because of Paul. Otherwise, through Paul’s own feelings about the people of 

Crete in general, he would not have sent Titus. It is probable that this church could have started from the 

believers who heard Peter’s Pentecost message found in the second chapter of Acts.  

Acts 2:11 (KJV) Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful 

works of God. 

The letter addresses the “many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision,” 

that “profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and 

unto every good work reprobate” (Tit. 1:11, 16). These Judaizers mixed law and grace, abusing the grace 

 

3 Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 

2000). 
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of God in this church. He also approaches those that were ignorant of the grace of God, turning grace into 

license (remember this was also a problem in the churches in Galatia). 

Paul urges Titus to champion purity, service, and kindness toward others (2:11–15; 3:3–7). Paul reminds 

Titus that salvation is not based on our own “works of righteousness” (3:5) but rather is the result of 

God’s work of kindness and love toward us (3:4). We are unable to do good works in our disobedient and 

selfish state (3:3). Salvation in Christ frees us to do good works, and the “washing of regeneration and 

renewing of the Holy Spirit” (3:5) enables us.4 

KEY THOUGHT/CENTRAL MESSAGE 

Titus contains the “operations manual” for church organization. Within the book you will find clear 

explanations covering the following topics. 

• guidelines for elders, bishop, pastors (Tit. 1:5-9) 

• guidelines for believers, men, women, young men, and servants in their daily walk (Tit. 2:1-10) 

• a clear discourse on the grace of God that brings salvation (Tit. 2:11-14; 3:3-7) 

• a clear explanation of the work of the Holy Spirit in God’s plan of salvation (Tit. 3:5-6) 

• Sets forth the roles of men, women, and servants (Tit. 2:2-10) 

• Gives instruction for Titus on how to deal with false teaching. An all too common topic in the 

early churches (Tit. 1:9–16; 2:1, 7, 8, 12, 15; 3:2, 8–11, 14) 

While there are great resemblances to the epistles to Timothy, Titus is different. The epistle to Titus gives 

instruction and emphasizes the result of the work of the Holy Spirit in the believer as exhibited by good 

works (Tit. 1:16; 2:7, 14; 3:1, 5, 8, 14).  

OLD TESTAMENT CONNECTIONS 

Titus Old Testament 

• Tit. 1:2 Num 23:19 

• Tit. 2:8 Neh 5:9 

• Tit.2:14  Ex 19:5; Dt 4:20; Dt 7:6; Ezek 37:33 

• Tit 3:6 Joel 2:28 

THE KEYS 

Key Passages 

Three summaries of the incarnation dot the pages of Titus, providing a framework within 

which the Christian can view the work of God in the world and in individual lives (Tit 1:1–4; 

2:11–14; 3:4–7). All three passages involve the manifestation, or appearance, of God in Christ, 

rooting the Christian faith in the incarnation of Jesus Christ. Only when God the Son took on 

human flesh in the person of Jesus was the believer’s faith in God made sure. In other words, 

since God poured out His grace on all humanity, He cleanses His people from their sin and 

purifies believers for Himself. This grace of God instructs us to live upright and godly lives in 

this present age (Tit 2:11–3:8).5 

 

4 Earl D. Radmacher, Ronald Barclay Allen, and H. Wayne House, Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Commentary 

(Nashville: T. Nelson Publishers, 1999), 1620–1621. 

5 https://insight.org/resources/bible/the-pauline-epistles/titus 
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Key Verse/s 

Titus 1:5 (KJV) For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things 

that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee: 

Titus 1:16 (KJV) They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being 

abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate. 

Titus 2:15 (KJV) These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man 

despise thee. 

Titus 3:3 (KJV) For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving 

divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another. 4 But 

after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, 5 Not by works of 

righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of 

regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus 

Christ our Saviour; 

Titus 3:8 (KJV) This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that 

they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are 

good and profitable unto men. 

Key Word/s & Phrases 

• Jesus Tit 1:1, 4; 2:13; 3:6 

• Christ Tit 1:1, 4; 2:13; 3:6 

• God Tit 1:1-4; ,7; 2:5, 10-11, 13; 3:4, 8 

• Lord Tit 1:4 

• Faith Tit 1:1,4, 13; 2:2; 3:15 

• Grace Tit 1:4; 2:11; 3:7, 15 

• Word Tit 1:3, 9; 2:5 

• Teach Tit 2:4 

• Righteousness Tit 3:5 

• Mercy Tit 1:4; 3:5 

• Love Tit 2:4; 3:4, 15 

• Savior Tit 1:3, 4; 2:10, 13; 3:4, 6 

• Sound Tit 1:9, 13; 2:1, 2, 8 

• Doctrine Tit 1:9; 2:1, 7, 10 

• Good Works Tit 1:16; 2:7, 14; 3:8, 14 

OUTLINE 

Introduction (Tit 1:1-4)6 

I. Instructions Concerning Church Organization (Tit 1:5-16) 

A. Qualifications of Elders (Tit 1:5-9) 

B. Characteristics of False Teachers (Tit 1:10-16) 

II. Instructions Concerning Christian Conduct (Tit 2:1-3:11) 

A. For the Older Men and Women (Tit 2:1-3) 

 

6 https://www.blueletterbible.org/study/eo/Tts/Tts000.cfm 
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B. For the Younger Women and Men (Tit 2:4-8) 

C. For the Servants (Tit 2:9-14) 

D. For the Brethren in General (Tit 3:1-11) 

Conclusion (Tit 3:12-15) 


