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JAMES THE SON OF ZEBEDEE 

PERSONAL INFORMATION: 

Nickname/Other:  

In seven different verses, James is identified as a “Son of Zebedee” (Mk 3:17). “Boanerges” - 

The sons of thunder (Mk 3:17). James the Elder. “James the Great” (meaning taller or older or 

more important; given this name to distinguish him from the other Apostle James (James the 

Less) 

General Information: 

Hometown/Region: Capernaum/Galilee 

Lived in Capernaum in Galilee 

Fisherman with his father and brother by trade (Mk 1:19). Partners with John, Andrew and 

Peter. 

The Apostle James is mentioned in each of the four Gospels. His death is chronicled in the 

Acts of the Apostles, Acts 12:2 

Family: 

Father – Zebedee (Mt 4:21). Mother – Salome (Mt 27:56; Mk 16:1). Older brother of John 

(Mt 4:21. While the Bible does not say, it is normal in Jewish tradition to list the eldest first 

when mentioning more than one son) 

MINISTRY INFORMATION: 

Major Accomplishments during Jesus’ Ministry: 

One of the first disciples of Jesus (Mk 1:16-19) 

He left everything to follow Jesus (Lk 5:11) 

 
1 Apostle St. James the Greater, Museo de El Greco, Toledo 
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James was vengeful and fiery. For example, a Samaritan village rejected Jesus, he and John 

asked Jesus if they should call down fire from heaven upon the place. Jesus response was to 

nickname them, "Boanerges," or "sons of thunder."  

The mother of James and John also overstepped her bounds, asking Jesus to grant her sons 

special positions in his kingdom (Mathew 20:20-28). The Gospel of Mark does not include 

the part of their mother when James and John asked Jesus to sit on His left and right (Mk 

10:41) 

He was in the “inner circle” with Andrew, Peter and John. (Mk 5:37, 9:2; 13:3; 14:33; Mt 

26:37) Three times James, John, and Peter were invited by Jesus to witness events no one else 

saw: 

• the raising of the daughter of Jairus from the dead (Mk 5:37-47), 

• the transfiguration (Mt 17:1-3; Mk 9:2-8), transfigured - Christ’s divinity revealed 

• Jesus' agony in the Garden of Gethsemane (Mt 26:36-37). 

His question “tell us, when will this [end of time] be, and what will be the sign when these 

things are all to be accomplished?” sparks Jesus discourse on eschatology (Mk 13) 

James was mentioned in each of the Gospels. His martyrdom is mentioned in Acts 12:2. 

Like the others, he deserted Jesus during Jesus’ trials and crucifixion. 

Witnessed the miraculous catch of fish on the sea of Galilee after the resurrection of Jesus 

(John 21:2-7) 

Major Accomplishments after Jesus’ Ministry: 

He could have been one of the un-named disciples that while waiting on Jesus at the sea of 

Tiberias, he and six (6) other disciples went fishing. (John 21:2) 

First to be martyred – 44 AD 

Manner of Death: 

The Apostle James death is the only one of the Apostles that is recorded in the Bible. James’ 

zeal towards Jesus resulted in Herod having him killed with a sword (Acts 12:1-2). His is the 

only account of the death of the Apostles recorded in the scriptures. 44 AD. 

Writings 

???2 

 
2 There are three “James” in the early church as recorded in the NT: One of them is the son of a fisherman named 

Zebedee, the other the son of someone we know nothing about named Alphaeus, and the third is known to 

everyone in town as “the brother of the Lord.” 

The question of did the Apostle James write the epistle of James is fairly certain, but, only as certain as the 

historical documents could direct us. Traditionally, James the brother of Jesus is given credit as the “bishop” of 

the church in Jerusalem (Acts 15, Galatians 1). According to the historian Josephus, James, the brother of Jesus 

was executed in 62 AD. 

To be 100% accurate, the epistle of James could have been written by any of the early church James’s. I believe 

it fair to say that the author was “anonymous.”  

However, I have always trusted the early church fathers, in general, and the most common declaration of who 

wrote the epistle of James, was the brother of Jesus and not the Apostle James, son of Zebedee. 
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Scripture References: 

Mt 4:21; 10:2; 17:1; Mk 1:19, 29; 3:17; 5:37; 9:2; 10:35, 41; 13:3; 14:33; Lk 5:10; 6:14; 8:51; 

9:28, 54; Ac 1:13; 12:2 

Strongest Character Traits: 

1.   

2.   

3.   

4.   

5.   

6.   

7.  

 

Notes 1 - While James seems to be a prominent figure in the personal life of Jesus, we know 

little about him. When he is mentioned in the Bible, he is always mentioned along with his 

brother John. 

Note 2 – The Apostle John does not mention his brother in any of his writings 
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THE APOSTLE JAMES 

STORIES OF THE LIFE OF JAMES IN THE NT. 

James and his brother John are called to be disciples 

Matthew 4:21-22 (KJV) And going on from thence, he saw other two brethren, James [the son] of 

Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and he called 

them. 22 And they immediately left the ship and their father, and followed him.  

Mark 1:19-23 (KJV) And when he had gone a little further thence, he saw James the [son] of Zebedee, 

and John his brother, who also were in the ship mending their nets. 20 And straightway he called 

them: and they left their father Zebedee in the ship with the hired servants, and went after him. 21 And 

they went into Capernaum; and straightway on the sabbath day he entered into the synagogue, and 

taught. 22 And they were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them as one that had authority, and 

not as the scribes. 23 And there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; and he cried out, 

Listing of the Twelve Apostles 

Matthew 10:1 (KJV) And when he had called unto [him] his twelve disciples, he gave them 

power [against] unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all 

manner of disease. 2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The first, Simon, who is 

called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James [the son] of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3 

Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the publican; James [the son] of Alphaeus, 

and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who 

also betrayed him. 

Mark 3:13 (KJV) And he goeth up into a mountain, and calleth [unto him] whom he would: and 

they came unto him. 14 And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might 

send them forth to preach, 15 And to have power to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils: 16 

And Simon he surnamed Peter; 17 And James the [son] of Zebedee, and John the brother of 

James; and he surnamed them Boanerges, which is, The sons of thunder: 18 And Andrew, and 

Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the [son] of Alphaeus, and 

Thaddaeus, and Simon the Canaanite, 19 And Judas Iscariot, which also betrayed him: and 

they went into an house. 

Luke 6:12 (KJV) And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, 

and continued all night in prayer to God. 13 And when it was day, he called [unto him] his 

disciples: and of them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles; 14 Simon, (whom he also 

named Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James and John, Philip and Bartholomew, 15 Matthew 

and Thomas, James the [son] of Alphaeus, and Simon called Zelotes, 16 And Judas [the 

brother] of James, and Judas Iscariot, which also was the traitor. 

Acts 1:13 (KJV) And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode 

both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and 

Matthew, James [the son] of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas [the brother] of James. 

Jesus goes to the house of a ruler of a synagogue to heal his dead daughter. He takes 

Peter, James and John. 

Mark 5:35 (KJV) While he yet spake, there came from the ruler of the synagogue's [house 

certain] which said, Thy daughter is dead: why troublest thou the Master any further? 36 As 

soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, he saith unto the ruler of the synagogue, Be not 

afraid, only believe. 37 And he suffered no man to follow him, save Peter, and James, and John 
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the brother of James. 38 And he cometh to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and seeth the 

tumult, and them that wept and wailed greatly. 39 And when he was come in, he saith unto 

them, Why make ye this ado, and weep? the damsel is not dead, but sleepeth. 40 And they 

laughed him to scorn. But when he had put them all out, he taketh the father and the mother of 

the damsel, and them that were with him, and entereth in where the damsel was lying. 41 And 

he took the damsel by the hand, and said unto her, Talitha cumi; which is, being interpreted, 

Damsel, I say unto thee, arise. 42 And straightway the damsel arose, and walked; for she was 

[of the age] of twelve years. And they were astonished with a great astonishment. 43 And he 

charged them straitly that no man should know it; and commanded that something should be 

given her to eat. 

Luke 8:49 (KJV) While he yet spake, there cometh one from the ruler of the synagogue's 

[house], saying to him, Thy daughter is dead; trouble not the Master. 50 But when Jesus heard 

[it], he answered him, saying, Fear not: believe only, and she shall be made whole. 51 And 

when he came into the house, he suffered no man to go in, save Peter, and James, and John, and 

the father and the mother of the maiden. 52 And all wept, and bewailed her: but he said, Weep 

not; she is not dead, but sleepeth. 53 And they laughed him to scorn, knowing that she was 

dead. 54 And he put them all out, and took her by the hand, and called, saying, Maid, arise. 55 

And her spirit came again, and she arose straightway: and he commanded to give her meat. 56 

And her parents were astonished: but he charged them that they should tell no man what was 

done. 

Jesus, along with Peter, James and John at the Mount of Transfiguration 

Matthew 17:1-13 (KJV) And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and 

bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, And was transfigured before them: and his face 

did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. And, behold, there appeared unto 

them Moses and Elias talking with him. Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is 

good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for 

Moses, and one for Elias. While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and 

behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; 

hear ye him. And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid. And 

Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and be not afraid. And when they had lifted up 

their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus only. And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus 

charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man be risen again from the 

dead. And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the scribes that Elias must first come? 

And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come, and restore all things. But 

I say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but have done unto him 

whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them. Then the disciples 

understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist. 

Mark 9:2-10 (KJV)  And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and James, and John, and 

leadeth them up into an high mountain apart by themselves: and he was transfigured before 

them. And his raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller on earth can 

white them. And there appeared unto them Elias with Moses: and they were talking with Jesus. 

And Peter answered and said to Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: and let us make 

three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. For he wist not what to 

say; for they were sore afraid. And there was a cloud that overshadowed them: and a voice 

came out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him. And suddenly, when they had 

looked round about, they saw no man any more, save Jesus only with themselves. And as they 

came down from the mountain, he charged them that they should tell no man what things they 

had seen, till the Son of man were risen from the dead. And they kept that saying with 

themselves, questioning one with another what the rising from the dead should mean. 
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Luke 9:28-36 (KJV)  And it came to pass about an eight days after these sayings, he took Peter 

and John and James, and went up into a mountain to pray. And as he prayed, the fashion of his 

countenance was altered, and his raiment was white and glistering. And, behold, there talked 

with him two men, which were Moses and Elias: Who appeared in glory, and spake of his 

decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem. But Peter and they that were with him were 

heavy with sleep: and when they were awake, they saw his glory, and the two men that stood 

with him. And it came to pass, as they departed from him, Peter said unto Jesus, Master, it is 

good for us to be here: and let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and 

one for Elias: not knowing what he said. While he thus spake, there came a cloud, and 

overshadowed them: and they feared as they entered into the cloud. And there came a voice out 

of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him. And when the voice was past, Jesus was 

found alone. And they kept it close, and told no man in those days any of those things which 

they had seen. 

Jesus heals Simon’s mother in law with Peter, Andrew, James and John. 

Matthew 8:14-17 (KJV)  And when Jesus was come into Peter's house, he saw his wife's mother 

laid, and sick of a fever. And he touched her hand, and the fever left her: and she arose, and 

ministered unto them. When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were 

possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick: 

That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our 

infirmities, and bare our sicknesses. 

Mark 1:29-31 (KJV)  And forthwith, when they were come out of the synagogue, they entered 

into the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. But Simon's wife's mother lay sick of 

a fever, and anon they tell him of her. And he came and took her by the hand, and lifted her up; 

and immediately the fever left her, and she ministered unto them. 

Luke 4:38-39 (KJV)  And he arose out of the synagogue, and entered into Simon's house. And 

Simon's wife's mother was taken with a great fever; and they besought him for her. And he stood 

over her, and rebuked the fever; and it left her: and immediately she arose and ministered unto 

them. 

Jesus goes to the house of a ruler of a synagogue to heal his dead daughter. He takes 

Peter, James and John. 

Mark 5:35 (KJV) While he yet spake, there came from the ruler of the synagogue's [house 

certain] which said, Thy daughter is dead: why troublest thou the Master any further? 36 As 

soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, he saith unto the ruler of the synagogue, Be not 

afraid, only believe. 37 And he suffered no man to follow him, save Peter, and James, and John 

the brother of James. 38 And he cometh to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and seeth the 

tumult, and them that wept and wailed greatly. 39 And when he was come in, he saith unto 

them, Why make ye this ado, and weep? the damsel is not dead, but sleepeth. 40 And they 

laughed him to scorn. But when he had put them all out, he taketh the father and the mother of 

the damsel, and them that were with him, and entereth in where the damsel was lying. 41 And 

he took the damsel by the hand, and said unto her, Talitha cumi; which is, being interpreted, 

Damsel, I say unto thee, arise. 42 And straightway the damsel arose, and walked; for she was 

[of the age] of twelve years. And they were astonished with a great astonishment. 43 And he 

charged them straitly that no man should know it; and commanded that something should be 

given her to eat. 

Luke 8:49 (KJV) While he yet spake, there cometh one from the ruler of the synagogue's 

[house], saying to him, Thy daughter is dead; trouble not the Master. 50 But when Jesus heard 

[it], he answered him, saying, Fear not: believe only, and she shall be made whole. 51 And 
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when he came into the house, he suffered no man to go in, save Peter, and James, and John, and 

the father and the mother of the maiden. 52 And all wept, and bewailed her: but he said, Weep 

not; she is not dead, but sleepeth. 53 And they laughed him to scorn, knowing that she was 

dead. 54 And he put them all out, and took her by the hand, and called, saying, Maid, arise. 55 

And her spirit came again, and she arose straightway: and he commanded to give her meat. 56 

And her parents were astonished: but he charged them that they should tell no man what was 

done. 

Jesus, along with Peter, James and John at the Mount of Transfiguration 

Matthew 17:1-13 (KJV) And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and 

bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, And was transfigured before them: and his face 

did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. And, behold, there appeared unto 

them Moses and Elias talking with him. Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is 

good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for 

Moses, and one for Elias. While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and 

behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; 

hear ye him. And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid. And 

Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and be not afraid. And when they had lifted up 

their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus only. And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus 

charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man be risen again from the 

dead. And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the scribes that Elias must first come? 

And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come, and restore all things. But 

I say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but have done unto him 

whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them. Then the disciples 

understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist. 

Mark 9:2-10 (KJV)  And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and James, and John, and 

leadeth them up into an high mountain apart by themselves: and he was transfigured before 

them. And his raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller on earth can 

white them. And there appeared unto them Elias with Moses: and they were talking with Jesus. 

And Peter answered and said to Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: and let us make 

three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. For he wist not what to 

say; for they were sore afraid. And there was a cloud that overshadowed them: and a voice 

came out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him. And suddenly, when they had 

looked round about, they saw no man any more, save Jesus only with themselves. And as they 

came down from the mountain, he charged them that they should tell no man what things they 

had seen, till the Son of man were risen from the dead. And they kept that saying with 

themselves, questioning one with another what the rising from the dead should mean. 

Luke 9:28-36 (KJV)  And it came to pass about an eight days after these sayings, he took Peter 

and John and James, and went up into a mountain to pray. And as he prayed, the fashion of his 

countenance was altered, and his raiment was white and glistering. And, behold, there talked 

with him two men, which were Moses and Elias: Who appeared in glory, and spake of his 

decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem. But Peter and they that were with him were 

heavy with sleep: and when they were awake, they saw his glory, and the two men that stood 

with him. And it came to pass, as they departed from him, Peter said unto Jesus, Master, it is 

good for us to be here: and let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and 

one for Elias: not knowing what he said. While he thus spake, there came a cloud, and 

overshadowed them: and they feared as they entered into the cloud. And there came a voice out 

of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him. And when the voice was past, Jesus was 

found alone. And they kept it close, and told no man in those days any of those things which 

they had seen. 
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The mother of James and John asks Jesus to give her sons a position of honor 

Matthew 20:17-28 (KJV) And Jesus going up to Jerusalem took the twelve disciples apart in the way, 

and said unto them, 18 Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be betrayed unto the 

chief priests and unto the scribes, and they shall condemn him to death, 19 And shall deliver him to 

the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify [him]: and the third day he shall rise again. 20 

Then came to him the mother of Zebedee's children with her sons, worshipping [him], and desiring a 

certain thing of him. 21 And he said unto her, What wilt thou? She saith unto him, Grant that these 

my two sons may sit, the one on thy right hand, and the other on the left, in thy kingdom. 22 But 

Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink 

of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able. 23 

And he saith unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am 

baptized with: but to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but [it shall be given to 

them] for whom it is prepared of my Father. 24 And when the ten heard [it], they were moved with 

indignation against the two brethren. 25 But Jesus called them [unto him], and said, Ye know that the 

princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon 

them. 26 But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your 

minister; 27 And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant: 28 Even as the Son of 

man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. James 

and John ask Jesus to give them a position of honor 

Mark 10:32-45 (KJV) And they were in the way going up to Jerusalem; and Jesus went before them: 

and they were amazed; and as they followed, they were afraid. And he took again the twelve, and 

began to tell them what things should happen unto him, 33 [Saying], Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; 

and the Son of man shall be delivered unto the chief priests, and unto the scribes; and they shall 

condemn him to death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles: 34 And they shall mock him, and shall 

scourge him, and shall spit upon him, and shall kill him: and the third day he shall rise again. 35 And 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto him, saying, Master, we would that thou shouldest do 

for us whatsoever we shall desire. 36 And he said unto them, What would ye that I should do for you? 

37 They said unto him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left 

hand, in thy glory. 38 But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye drink of the cup that 

I drink of? and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? 39 And they said unto him, We 

can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; and with the baptism 

that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized: 40 But to sit on my right hand and on my left hand is 

not mine to give; but [it shall be given to them] for whom it is prepared. 41 And when the ten heard 

[it], they began to be much displeased with James and John. 42 But Jesus called them [to him], and 

saith unto them, Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship 

over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them. 43 But so shall it not be among you: but 

whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister: 44 And whosoever of you will be the 

chiefest, shall be servant of all. 45 For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to 

minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. 

Peter, James, John and Andrew ask about the destruction of Jerusalem 

Matthew 24:1 (KJV) And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came 

to [him] for to shew him the buildings of the temple. 2 And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all 

these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that 

shall not be thrown down. 3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto 

him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what [shall be] the sign of thy 

coming, and of the end of the world? 

Mark 13:1 (KJV) And as he went out of the temple, one of his disciples saith unto him, Master, 

see what manner of stones and what buildings [are here]! 2 And Jesus answering said unto him, 
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Seest thou these great buildings? there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not be 

thrown down. 3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives over against the temple, Peter and 

James and John and Andrew asked him privately, 4 Tell us, when shall these things be? and 

what [shall be] the sign when all these things shall be fulfilled? 

Jesus takes Peter, James and John with Him further into the Garden of Gethsemane 

to pray. 

Matthew 26:36 (KJV) Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane, and saith 

unto the disciples, Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder. 37 And he took with him Peter and 

the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and very heavy. 38 Then saith he unto them, 

My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me. 39 And he 

went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let 

this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou [wilt]. 40 And he cometh unto the 

disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one 

hour? 41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed [is] willing, but 

the flesh [is] weak. 42 He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if 

this cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy will be done. 43 And he came and 

found them asleep again: for their eyes were heavy. 44 And he left them, and went away again, 

and prayed the third time, saying the same words. 45 Then cometh he to his disciples, and saith 

unto them, Sleep on now, and take [your] rest: behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of man 

is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at hand that doth 

betray me. 

Mark 14:32 (KJV) And they came to a place which was named Gethsemane: and he saith to his 

disciples, Sit ye here, while I shall pray. 33 And he taketh with him Peter and James and John, 

and began to be sore amazed, and to be very heavy; 34 And saith unto them, My soul is 

exceeding sorrowful unto death: tarry ye here, and watch. 35 And he went forward a little, and 

fell on the ground, and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. 36 And he 

said, Abba, Father, all things [are] possible unto thee; take away this cup from me: nevertheless 

not what I will, but what thou wilt. 37 And he cometh, and findeth them sleeping, and saith unto 

Peter, Simon, sleepest thou? couldest not thou watch one hour? 38 Watch ye and pray, lest ye 

enter into temptation. The spirit truly [is] ready, but the flesh [is] weak. 39 And again he went 

away, and prayed, and spake the same words. 40 And when he returned, he found them asleep 

again, (for their eyes were heavy,) neither wist they what to answer him. 41 And he cometh the 

third time, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take [your] rest: it is enough, the hour is 

come; behold, the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 42 Rise up, let us go; lo, he 

that betrayeth me is at hand. 

Luke 22:39 (KJV) And he came out, and went, as he was wont, to the mount of Olives; and his 

disciples also followed him. 40 And when he was at the place, he said unto them, Pray that ye 

enter not into temptation. 41 And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's cast, and kneeled 

down, and prayed, 42 Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless 

not my will, but thine, be done. 43 And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, 

strengthening him. 44 And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it 

were great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 45 And when he rose up from prayer, and 

was come to his disciples, he found them sleeping for sorrow, 46 And said unto them, Why sleep 

ye? rise and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. 

Jesus teaches His disciples to rely on Him and His Word and Peter falls at Jesus’ feet 

Luke 5:4 (KJV) Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, 

and let down your nets for a draught. 5 And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have 

toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net. 6 
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And when they had this done, they inclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake. 7 And 

they beckoned unto [their] partners, which were in the other ship, that they should come and help 

them. And they came, and filled both the ships, so that they began to sink. 8 When Simon Peter 

saw [it], he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord. 9 

For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the draught of the fishes which they had 

taken: 10 And so [was] also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with 

Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men. 11 And when 

they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and followed him. Jesus rises before sun-up 

to pray and Simon and they that were with him followed Christ. 

Jesus goes to the house of a ruler of a synagogue to heal his dead daughter. He takes 

Peter, James and John. 

Mark 5:35 (KJV) While he yet spake, there came from the ruler of the synagogue's [house 

certain] which said, Thy daughter is dead: why troublest thou the Master any further? 36 As soon 

as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, he saith unto the ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, 

only believe. 37 And he suffered no man to follow him, save Peter, and James, and John the 

brother of James. 38 And he cometh to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and seeth the 

tumult, and them that wept and wailed greatly. 39 And when he was come in, he saith unto them, 

Why make ye this ado, and weep? the damsel is not dead, but sleepeth. 40 And they laughed him 

to scorn. But when he had put them all out, he taketh the father and the mother of the damsel, and 

them that were with him, and entereth in where the damsel was lying. 41 And he took the damsel 

by the hand, and said unto her, Talitha cumi; which is, being interpreted, Damsel, I say unto thee, 

arise. 42 And straightway the damsel arose, and walked; for she was [of the age] of twelve years. 

And they were astonished with a great astonishment. 43 And he charged them straitly that no man 

should know it; and commanded that something should be given her to eat. 

Luke 8:49 (KJV) While he yet spake, there cometh one from the ruler of the synagogue's [house], 

saying to him, Thy daughter is dead; trouble not the Master. 50 But when Jesus heard [it], he 

answered him, saying, Fear not: believe only, and she shall be made whole. 51 And when he 

came into the house, he suffered no man to go in, save Peter, and James, and John, and the father 

and the mother of the maiden. 52 And all wept, and bewailed her: but he said, Weep not; she is 

not dead, but sleepeth. 53 And they laughed him to scorn, knowing that she was dead. 54 And he 

put them all out, and took her by the hand, and called, saying, Maid, arise. 55 And her spirit 

came again, and she arose straightway: and he commanded to give her meat. 56 And her parents 

were astonished: but he charged them that they should tell no man what was done. 

James and John want to call fire from heaven to destroy a Samaritan village 

Luke 9:51-56 (KJV) And it came to pass, when the time was come that he should be received up, he 

stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem, 52 And sent messengers before his face: and they went, and 

entered into a village of the Samaritans, to make ready for him. 53 And they did not receive him, 

because his face was as though he would go to Jerusalem. 54 And when his disciples James and John 

saw [this], they said, Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come down from heaven, and consume 

them, even as Elias did? 55 But he turned, and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not what manner of 

spirit ye are of. 56 For the Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save [them]. And they 

went to another village. 

The Martyrdom of James at the hand of king Herod 

Acts 12:1-4 (KJV) Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth [his] hands to vex certain of the 

church. 2 And he killed James the brother of John with the sword. 3 And because he saw it pleased the 

Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter also. (Then were the days of unleavened bread.) 4 And when 
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he had apprehended him, he put [him] in prison, and delivered [him] to four quaternions of soldiers to 

keep him; intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people. 

 


