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Philippians 3:7-11 

7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count 

everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 

For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order 

that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 

comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness 

from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him and the power of his 

resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by 

any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. [ESV] 

7 I once thought these things were valuable, but now I consider them worthless because 

of what Christ has done. 8 Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the 

infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have discarded 

everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ 9 and become one 

with him. I no longer count on my own righteousness through obeying the law; rather, I 

become righteous through faith in Christ.* For God’s way of making us right with 

himself depends on faith. 10 I want to know Christ and experience the mighty power that 

raised him from the dead. I want to suffer with him, sharing in his death, 11 so that one 

way or another I will experience the resurrection from the dead! 1 [NLT] 

Introduction 

To my knowledge, I have never preached a sermon in a translation other than the King James Version or 

the English Standard Version. Today, I am breaking that tradition. I was reading this passage in other 

translations and I was struck by the simplicity and clarity that the New Living Translation made to this 

passage. I feel the angst and the passion in Paul’s voice as he penned these words. Please don’t burn me 

as a heretic, but read along with your translation and let us look at the words of a committed Christian, the 

Apostle Paul. 

SOME THINGS ARE WORTHLESS NOW 

7 I once thought these things were valuable, but now I consider them worthless because 

of what Christ has done. 8 Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the 

infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have discarded 

everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ [NLT] 

 
* 3:9 Or through the faithfulness of Christ. 

1 Tyndale House Publishers, Holy Bible: New Living Translation (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House 

Publishers, 2015), Php 3:7–11. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nlt?ref=BibleNLT.Php3.7&off=0&ctx=law+without+fault.+%0a~7%C2%A0I+once+thought+the
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As a Christian Paul now regarded these things, those things he spoke about in verses 5 

& 6, as worthless because of what Christ is done.  

3:5 I was circumcised when I was eight days old. I am a pure-blooded citizen of Israel 

and a member of the tribe of Benjamin—a real Hebrew if there ever was one! I was a 

member of the Pharisees, who demand the strictest obedience to the Jewish law. 6 I was 

so zealous that I harshly persecuted the church. And as for righteousness, I obeyed the 

law without fault. 

The believers relationship with God is defined by knowing Christ (cp. 3:10; Jn 17:3) 

and nothing else. The only important thing is to gain Christ, thus receiving the gift of 

eternal Salvation (cp. Jn 316; 1 Jn 5:11-13). By comparison, all other things are 

meaningless, they are garbage, excrement.2  

RIGHTEOUSNESS IS THROUGH FAITH IN CHRIST 

9 and become one with him. I no longer count on my own righteousness through obeying 

the law; rather, I become righteous through faith in Christ.* For God’s way of making 

us right with himself depends on faith. 

Paul summarizes the contrast between his understanding of Salvation and that of his 

opponents (3:2). 

• Believers become one with Christ by trusting him for Salvation ensuring his 

life (cp. Jn 15:1-5) 

• We become righteous not by observing the law of Moses, but through faith in 

Christ. This is God's way of making us right with himself: Salvation cannot be 

earned but only received as a free gift (see Rm 1:17; 3:21-26; 4:5-8; Ga 2:16; 

Ep 2:8-9 

I WANT TO KNOW AND SUFFER WITH CHRIST 

10 I want to know Christ and experience the mighty power that raised him from the dead. 

I want to suffer with him, sharing in his death, 

“to know Christ” In knowing him, a person knows and is accepted by God (cp. 3:7-8; 

Jn 1:12-13; 17:3) 

• To know someone requires a relationship. You can know all about a person, 

but you do not really know them…without a one-on-one relationship. 

• Believers experience the mighty power that raised him from the dead both now 

and in eternity (see Rm 6:4-14; 8:10-11; Col 3:1-4) 

 
2 New Living Translation Filament Edition. 
* 3:9 Or through the faithfulness of Christ. 
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• To suffer with him sharing in his death, joined to Christ as a believer has the 

privilege of experiencing in his life and death (see Phil 1:29; 2 Cor 4:10-12; 

Col 1:24; 1 Peter 4:13-16). 

I WILL EXPERIENCE THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD 

11 so that one way or another I will experience the resurrection from the dead! 

To “experience the resurrection from the dead” is to be saved from judgment and 

receive eternal life (see Rev 20:4-6) 

• Paul was aware of God's holiness and the severity of the final judgment (Rev 

20:11-15) 

• he knew you must persevere in his pursuit of Christ and Salvation (Gal 5:5) 

Conclusions 

Self-realization is a requirement in this message today. We must come face to face with the reality that 

without Christ, all is lost. 

Some Things Are Worthless Now – A commitment to Christ identifies those things in our life that are 

meaningless and worthless for the cause of Christ. 

Righteousness is Through Faith in Christ – With the mind of Christ, we realize that our righteousness is 

as filthy rags, only to be tossed into the garbage 

I Want to Know and Suffer with Christ – I stand in awe of what Christ did for me when he took my sins as 

His own and made a pleasing sacrifice unto God in my place. 

I Will Experience the Resurrection of the Dead – A commitment to Christ which may include suffering to 

the point of death for the Gospel, brings a powerful recognition that as Christ died and was resurrected, so 

shall I one day be resurrected when Jesus comes back to receive His bride. 

 

 


