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PAUL’S SECOND EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS 

INTRODUCTION 

This epistle is perhaps Paul’s most personal. Within every page, you can hear the emotion that 

Paul is expressing. This epistle is intimate in its handing of personal issues to which he is being 

accused and his arguments in support of his life. 

And according to style, this is his least formal one. And in it he deals with the philosophy and 

practice of ministry. 

Paul’s second epistle to the Corinthians reveals Paul’s pastoral concern over the flock in 

Corinth. The reaction of some from the first epistle did not settle well with some in the 

congregation. In this letter, you can feel the passion in his writing. His desire was to cement 

himself back as their pastor and leader. He was under attack on several fronts. His leadership and 

Apostleship were in question. Therefore, Paul must contend with the congregation one more 

time. Paul felt betrayed by many within the congregation.  

There are those that believe that this epistle is the fourth epistle Paul sent to Corinth. 

Proponents state that in the first epistle, Paul alludes to a previous “epistle” (1Co 5:9). Then in 

this epistle, Paul mentions a “sorrowful letter” (2Co 7:8), leading some to believe that there were 

four epistles written to the church at Corinth.  

However, just looking at the two (2) canonical epistles to the church at Corinth we see a 

different style between the two letters.  

The second canonical epistle has several features which distinguish it. His first 

epistle is both practical and instructional but this epistle is intensely personal and 

autobiographical. In fact, its style appears so spontaneous and emotional that some 

have questioned its internal unity. For this reason a word needs to be said about the 

integrity of the epistle.1 

The role of “pastor” is a difficult role even on the best of days. The calling is impossible to 

explain to others, and yet it is as simple as it can be. In this second epistle, Paul opens his heart 

once again and through the ages it has been an encouragement to those who lead within the 

church. 

AUTHOR 

Internal and external evidence support that this epistle was written by the Apostle Paul. It is 

generally accepted by all scholars that after Paul wrote the first epistle to the Corinthians, he left 

Ephesus (56 AD) and ministered in Macedonia (Paul’s age is around fifty years old). It is while 

Paul is in Macedonia that he receives word from the church and writes his second (at least 

canonized) epistle.  

 

1 Edward E. Hindson and Woodrow Michael Kroll, eds., KJV Bible Commentary (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 

1994), 2334. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/kjvcomm?ref=Bible.2Co&off=151&ctx=oduction+to+I+Cor).+~A+%E2%80%9Cprevious+epistle%E2%80%9D
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There are those that differ whether this was a single or multiple epistles wrapped into one. For 

example, there is a distinct break after chapters one through nine and chapters ten through 

thirteen. The last four chapters are rather controversial, and Paul may have wanted to keep that 

discourse to the final section of the epistle. 

DATE 

We can be reasonably sure that 2 Corinthians was written in about 56-57 AD. The Apostle 

Paul left Ephesus in 56 AD and traveled up to Macedonia where, he wrote the second epistle to 

the Corinthians. 

PURPOSE AND CONTENT 

After Paul wrote his first epistle to the Corinthians, false teachers rose up in opposition to 

Paul as they believed he was unqualified to be an apostle of Jesus Christ. 

Part of the background of 2 Corinthians can be found in “The Time of 1 

Corinthians.” Paul was in Ephesus when he wrote 1 Corinthians and expected 

Timothy to visit Corinth and return to him (1 Cor. 16:10–11). Timothy apparently 

brought Paul a report of the opposition that had developed against him in Corinth, 

and Paul made a brief and painful visit to the Corinthians (this visit is not mentioned 

in Acts, but it can be inferred from 2 Cor. 2:1; 12:14; 13:1, 2). Upon returning to 

Ephesus, Paul regretfully wrote his sorrowful letter to urge the church to discipline 

the leader of the opposition (2:1–11; 7:8). Titus carried this letter. Paul, anxious to 

learn the results, went to Troas and then to Macedonia to meet Titus on his return 

trip (2:12, 13; 7:5–16). Paul was greatly relieved by Titus’s report that the majority 

of the Corinthians had repented of their rebelliousness against Paul’s apostolic 

authority. However, a minority opposition still persisted, evidently led by a group 

of Judaizers (10–13). There in Macedonia Paul wrote 2 Corinthians and sent it with 

Titus and another brother (8:16–24). This took place late in A.D. 56, and the 

Macedonian city from which it was written may have been Philippi. Paul then made 

his third trip to Corinth (12:14; 13:1, 2; Acts 20:1–3) where he wrote his letter to 

the Romans. 

There is an alternate view that the anguished letter of 2:4 and 7:8 is, in fact, 1 

Corinthians and not a lost letter. This would require that the offender of 2 

Corinthians 2:5–11 and 7:12 be identified with the offender of 1 Corinthians 5.2 

Therefore, the main purpose of 2 Corinthians centered on dealing with the issue of Paul’s 

apostolic authority. Paul continued to hear opposition to his ministry. There seems to be a leader 

of the opposition to Paul’s authority as found in 2Co 10:7-10. For example: 

Their charges were: 

1. Paul had impure motives, 1:12 

2. Paul was fickle, 1:15ff 

3. Paul was weak, 10:10 

 

2 The Open Bible: New King James Version, electronic ed. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1998). 
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4. Paul was physically ugly, 10:10 

5. Paul was not a good orator, 10:10; 11:16 

6. Paul preached for money 11:7ff; 12:13ff 

7. Paul was not a true apostle, 11:5, 13; 12:4 

8. Paul was not an orthodox Jew, 11:21ff 

9. they had direct revelation, but Paul did not, 12:1ff.3 

Beginning in 2 Co 2:14, Paul declares the most lengthy and protracted defense of his 

apostleship found anywhere in his letters (2:14-7:16 and 10:1-13:10).  

In 2 Corinthians, Paul utilized a Psalm to present the motivation for preaching: having 

believed, they must now speak (see 2 Corinthians 4:13; Psalm 116:10).  

2 Corinthians 4:13 (KJV) We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I 

believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak; 

Psalm 116:10 (KJV) I believed, therefore have I spoken: I was greatly afflicted: 

Also, as ministers of God, they preached that now was the time to accept the day of salvation 

(see 2 Corinthians 6:2; Isaiah 49:8).  

2 Corinthians 6:2 (KJV) (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the 

day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now [is] the accepted time; behold, now 

[is] the day of salvation.) 

Isaiah 49:8 (KJV) Thus saith the LORD, In an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in 

a day of salvation have I helped thee: and I will preserve thee, and give thee for a 

covenant of the people, to establish the earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages; 

He closed his argument against those who believed he did not have the power of Christ by 

stating that two or three witnesses (visits or letters to Corinth) would prove his calling (see 2 

Corinthians 13:1; Deuteronomy 19:15). 

2 Corinthians 13:1 (KJV) This [is] the third [time] I am coming to you. In the mouth of 

two or three witnesses shall every word be established. 

Deuteronomy 19:15 (KJV) One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, 

or for any sin, in any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth 

of three witnesses, shall the matter be established. 

Paul’s response, howbeit he regretted writing it (2Co 2:3-4, 9; 7:8-12) identified some of the 

problems in the congregation such as:  

For example, they corrupted the Word (2:17), they were deceptive (3:1), they were 

Jews masquerading as ministers of Christ (11:23–27), they were domineering 

(11:20), and bold (11:21), they lacked the spiritual courage to step out on their own 

and start their own ministry (11:23–27).4 

 

3 Robert James Utley, Paul’s Letters to a Troubled Church: I and II Corinthians, vol. Volume 6, Study Guide 

Commentary Series (Marshall, TX: Bible Lessons International, 2002), 200.After hearing this news, Paul once again 

travels to Corinth to deal with them. (2Co 2:1; 12:14, 21;13:1-2) 
4 Edward E. Hindson and Woodrow Michael Kroll, eds., KJV Bible Commentary (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 

1994), 2334. 
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Craig Keener writes: 

Paul wishes to reestablish his converts’ trust in him and their role of intimate 

friendship. He thus writes a letter of self-commendation, a particular form of letter 

of recommendation especially necessary if one were defending oneself against 

charges. Chapters 10–13 are an ironic self-defense to the Corinthian Christians. The 

letter includes elements of various ancient letter styles: reproof, comfort and 

especially friendship. Another concern is also at issue: for the sake of the poor in 

Jerusalem,5 

AUDIENCE 

The audience is the church in Corinth which included Jewish and gentile believers. Through 

Paul’s writing, we get a glimpse into what the early church life was like in a major city. 

OUTLINE 

Paul’s Corrections (2Co 1:1-2:13) 

Paul’s Explanation (2Co 2:14-6:10) 

Paul’s Exhortations (2Co 6:11-7:16) 

Paul’s Collection (2Co 8:1-9:15) 

Paul’s Vindication (2Co 10:1-13:13)6 

THEOLOGICAL AREAS 

• The nature of Christian ministry 

• Apostolic authority. 

• Giving. 

CHRIST PORTRAYED 

Christ is presented as the believer’s comfort (1:5), triumph (2:14), Lord (4:5), light 

(4:6), judge (5:10), reconciliation (5:19), substitute (5:21), gift (9:15), owner (10:7), 

and power (12:9).7 

OLD TESTAMENT CONNECTIONS 

• 2Co 3:13 Ex 34:33 

• 2Co 4:13 Ps 116:10 

• 2Co 5:17 Is 43:18, 19 

 

5 Craig S. Keener, The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament, Second Edition. (Downers Grove, 

IL: IVP Academic: An Imprint of InterVarsity Press, 2014), 498–499. 

6 Skip Heitzig, The Bible from 30,000 Feet, (Eugene, OR: Harvest House Publishers,2017) 462 
7 The Open Bible: New King James Version, electronic ed. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1998). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/vpbblbckscnddtn?ref=Bible.2Co&off=2255&ctx=Purpose.+~Paul+wishes+to+reestablish+his+
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• 2Co 6:2 Is 49:8 

• 2Co 6:16 Le 26:11, 12 

• 2Co 6:17, 18 Is 52:11, 12 

• 2Co 6:17, 18 Jer 31:9 

• 2Co 6:17, 18 2Sa 7:14 

• 2Co 8:15 Ex 16:18 

• 2Co 9:7 Pr 22:8 

• 2Co 9:9 Ps 112:9 

• 2Co 10:17 Jer 9:24 

• 2Co 13:1 Deu 19:15 

KEY VERSES 

2Co 4:5-6 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, 

to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image 

of God. For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves 

as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” 

has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 

of Jesus Christ. 

2Co 5:17-19 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 

away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us 

to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was 

reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 

entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 

KEY WORDS/PHRASE 

The Key Word Commentary, written by Mark Water breaks down every chapter in the bible 

for the bible student. In each chapter he lists a “Key Word/Phrase.” The following is his 

commentary on the second epistle to the church at Corinth. 

• “who comforts us.” – 2Co 1:4 

• “great distress and anguish.” – 2Co 2:4 

• “he has made us competent.” – 2Co 3:6 

• “we have this ministry.” – 2Co 4:1 

• “what is to come.” – 2Co 5:5 

• “open wide your hearts.” 2Co 6:13 

• “Titus has proved to be true.” – 2Co 7:6 

• “grace of giving.” – 2Co 8:7 

• “whoever sows generously.” – 2Co 9:6 

• “every act of disobedience.” – 2Co 10:6 

• “three times I was shipwrecked.” – 2Co 11:25 

• “my grace is sufficient.” – 2Co 12:9 
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• “examine yourselves.” – 2Co 13:58 

 

8 Mark Water, Key Word Commentary, (Chattanooga, TN, AMG Publishers, 2003), 1080-1092 


