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PAUL’S SECOND EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY 

INTRODUCTION 

This is the second of the “Pastoral Epistles” of the Apostle Paul. The pastoral epistles are the next books 

in the canon of the New Testament: Paul wrote two to his young apprentices that were charged with the 

oversight of churches. Paul wrote twice to Timothy and once to Timothy. These are referred to as 1 

Timothy, 2 Timothy and Titus. 

Timothy 

Timothy (Gr. Timotheos) was a native of Lystra and a companion of Paul. It is interesting that Timothy 

was a third generation Christian, Grandmother (Lois) and mother (Eunice). In the Greek Timotheous is 

the combination of two Greek words meaning to “honor, reverence” and God (theos), therefore his name 

means “Honoring God” or “Honored by God.”  

Timothy was the son of a Greek father (not named) and a Jewish mother named Eunice (2Ti 1:5). This 

union would have been greatly disfavored by those living in Lystra. I believe that Timothy’s mother may 

have been a widow as the father’s name is not given nor is spoken of anywhere.  

To understand Paul’s role in the life of Timothy, it is made clear in Paul’s introduction to the epistle, 

“Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our Father and Jesus Christ 

our Lord” (1Ti 1:2) and 2Ti 1:2 “my dearly beloved son.” 

We are introduced to Timothy by Luke in the Acts of the Apostles. Paul travels to Derbe and Lystra and 

he finds a “disciple” named Timotheus (Ac 16:1). Timothy became Paul and Silas’ companion on Paul’s 

second missionary journey. During this time, Timothy becomes Paul’s apostolic courier and agent to the 

church at Ephesus. 

AUTHOR 

The weight of agreement has the Apostle Paul as the author. One of the main reasons for this is the 

abundance of personal material and notes. A Pseudepigraphic would not have included all of this 

material, and 2 Timothy is full of them. A Pseudepigraphic would not have taken the time or had little to 

no reason to include that material, since they would have simply wrote the book without all the details. 

DATE 

According to tradition, at the time of the writing of this letter, the Apostle Paul was awaiting execution in 

the Mamertine dungeon in Rome. This second imprisonment was far different that his “house arrest” as 

discussed in Acts 28:30. By putting together other accounts (2Ti 4:6; Phil 1:20; Philem 22) it appears that 

Paul is expecting to die rather than be released.  

2 Timothy 4:6 (KJV)   For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at 

hand. 

Philippians 1:20 (KJV)   According to my earnest expectation and [my] hope, that in nothing I 

shall be ashamed, but [that] with all boldness, as always, [so] now also Christ shall be 

magnified in my body, whether [it be] by life, or by death. 

The letters to Timothy are traditionally dated in the last years of Paul’s life, 64-67 AD. See comments on 

1 Timothy. 
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AUDIENCE 

Paul’s beloved associate Timothy, “my own son in the faith” (1Ti 1:2) and “my dearly beloved son” (2Ti 

1:2) 

THEME 

It is generally considered that Second Timothy was the last recorded words of the Apostle Paul as he was 

looking towards the end of his life. Most theologians and commentators agree that this letter is the 

Apostle Paul’s “Last Will and Testament,” citing 2 Timothy 4:1-8.  

2 Timothy 4:1-8 (KJV) I charge [thee] therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who 

shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 2 Preach the word; be 

instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 3 

For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall 

they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 And they shall turn away [their] ears 

from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, 

do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. 6 For I am now ready to be 

offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished 

[my] course, I have kept the faith: 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me 

only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 

They contend that Paul is marking his succession of all that he had started, from himself to Timothy. 

Others feel that Paul is simply giving Timothy his blessing to continue in the work he had started. 

PURPOSE AND CONTENT 

W. Stanley Outlaw writes of the purpose of 2 Timothy. 

“The purpose for the writing of 2 Timothy must be divided into two categories, one official 

and the other very personal. In an official sense he wrote to bolster Timothy’s courage and 

faithfulness in the ministry. This may not mean, as some think, that Timothy’s steadfastness 

had been flagging, or that his courage had been wavering. Though that could be true, there is 

no direct evidence of that. Paul may very well have issued these statements as a preventive 

rather than a cure. This possibility would certainly fit his fatherly feelings toward Timothy, 

and Timothy, as the loving son, would take them as such. 

Paul’s second official purpose in writing this letter was to continue to warn about the danger 

of false teaching and false teachers, and especially to impart foresight regarding the worsening 

moral decay of the latter days. 

Otherwise, the purpose of this epistle is very personal. Paul wrote to make urgent request for 

Timothy’s presence in Rome, to minister love and companionship to him during these closing 

days of his life.”1 

 

1 W. Stanley Outlaw, “Commentary on the Books of 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy & Titus,” in 1 Thessalonians through 

Philemon, ed. Robert E. Picirilli, First Edition., The Randall House Bible Commentary (Nashville, TN: Randall 

House Publications, 1990), 298. 
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KEY THOUGHT/CENTRAL MESSAGE 

The key thought and central message of this letter is established in Paul giving Timothy encouragement 

for all the issues that Timothy is facing. 

“Some are, false teachers, problems in the days to come, the value of Scripture, and the 

necessity of pursing the truth (being the gospel Paul proclaims). 

Paul encourages Timothy to continue in the faith and to proclaim the gospel (2:8), despite 

what may come. After reminding Timothy of his godly heritage (1:3–7), Paul warns of coming 

suffering (1:8). Then he encourages Timothy by reminding him that God can overpower 

suffering (1:9–12). While many have apparently left Paul (1:15), others have remained with 

him (Onesiphorus, 1:16–17). This has encouraged Paul, and he uses this to encourage Timothy 

as well. 

Paul exhorts Timothy to teach others what he has heard from Paul (2:1–2). Paul uses common 

images of a soldier, an athlete, and a farmer (2:3–6) to show that there is a return for hard, 

thoughtful, and truthful work (2:7). From here, Paul gives the substance of the gospel (2:8): 

Jesus Christ was raised from the dead and is a descendant of David. This is what motivates 

Paul (2:10), and this is what should motivate Timothy as well. Paul offers what is likely an 

early Christian hymn or creed (2:11–13) to further encourage Timothy. He also provides some 

guidelines for identifying false teachers (2:14–19), what to do with their teaching (2:20–23), 

and how to deal with them (2:24–26).”2 

OLD TESTAMENT CONNECTIONS 

First Timothy Old Testament 

• 2Ti 1:6 Ex 35:26 

• 2Ti 2:1 Ps 68:35 

• 2Ti 2:13 Num 23:19 

• 2Ti 2:19 Num 16:5; Nah 1:7 

• 2Ti 3:8 Ex 7:11 

• 2Ti 3:9 Ex 8:13; 9:11 

• 2Ti 3:11 Ps 34:10 

• 2Ti 3:15 Ps 119: 11 

• 2Ti 4:14 2Sa 3:39; Ps 28:4 

THE KEYS 

Key Passages 

The second chapter is characterized by seven (7) allegories or metaphors that Paul uses to describe the 

“believer” to Timothy: 

• As a child, “my son” 2Ti 2:1-2 

• As a good soldier 2Ti 2:3-4 

• As an athlete 2Ti 2:5 

• As a husbandman, “farmer”  2Ti 2:6 

 

2 Rick Brannan, “Timothy, Second Letter to,” ed. John D. Barry et al., The Lexham Bible Dictionary 

(Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2016). 
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• As a workman 2Ti 2:15 

• As a vessel 2Ti 2:21 

• As a servant 2Ti 2:24-25 

The third chapter focuses on the very nature of the Scriptures. 

• His Word is divine/inspired by God 

• His Word is faithful. 

o His Word makes one wise unto salvation (2Ti 3:15) 

o His Word equips, “thoroughly furnished” the man of God (2Ti 3:17) 

Key People 

• The Apostle Paul 2Ti 1:1-4:22 

• Timothy 2Ti 1:2-4:22 

• Luke (stayed with Paul during his imprisonment) 2Ti 4:11 

• Mark 2Ti 4:11 

Key Verse/s 

2 Timothy 1:6 (KJV)   Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, 

which is in thee by the putting on of my hands. 

2 Timothy 1:13-14 (KJV)   Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in 

faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.  14 That good thing which was committed unto thee keep 

by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us. 

2 Timothy 2:2 (KJV)   And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the 

same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. 

2 Timothy 2:14-15 (KJV)   Of these things put [them] in remembrance, charging [them] before 

the Lord that they strive not about words to no profit, [but] to the subverting of the hearers.  15 

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 

dividing the word of truth.  

2 Timothy 2:22 (KJV)   Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, 

with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 

2 Timothy 3:14 (KJV)   But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been 

assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned [them]; 

2 Timothy 4:2 (KJV)   Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, 

exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 

2 Timothy 4:5 (KJV)   But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an 

evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. 

Key Word/s & Phrases 

• Jesus 2Ti 1:1-2, 9-10, 13; 2:1, 3 ,8, 10; 3:12, 15; 4:1, 22 

• Christ 2Ti 1:1-2, 9-10, 13; 2:1, 3, 8, 10, 19; 3:12, 15; 4:1, 22 

• God 2Ti 1:1-3, 6-8; 2:9, 15, 19, 25; 3:4, 16-17; 4:1, 16 

• Lord 2Ti 1:2, 8, 16, 18; 2:7, 14, 19, 22, 24; 3:11; 4:1, 8, 14, 17-18, 22 

• Faith 2Ti 1:5; 13; 2:18; 22; 3:8; 10; 15; 4:7. 

• Grace 2Ti 1:2, 9; 2:1; 4:22 

• Endure 2Ti 2:3, 10; 4:3, 5 
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• Not ashamed 2Ti 1:12, 16 

• Gospel 2Ti 1:8, 10; 2:8 

• Word 2Ti 2:9, 15, 17; 4:2 

• Teach 2Ti 2:2, 24 

• Suffer/sufferings 2Ti 1:12; 2:9, 12; 3:12 

• Righteousness 2Ti 2:22; 3:16; 4:8 

• Mercy 2Ti 1:2, 16, 18 

• Persecutions 2Ti 3:11-12 

• Love 2Ti 1:7, 13; 4:8 

• Charge 2Ti 4:1, 16 

OUTLINE3 

• 1:1–2—Greeting 

• 1:3–14—Thanks and advice to Timothy 

o 1:3–5—Timothy’s faithful heritage 

o 1:6–12—Testify unashamedly 

o 1:13–14—Stand firm 

• 1:15–18—Status of Paul’s friends 

o 1:15—Many have turned away 

o 1:16–18—Onesiphorus faithful 

• 2:1–7—Act with purpose 

o 2:1–4—Act as a soldier 

o 2:5—Act as an athlete 

o 2:6—Act as a farmer 

o 2:7—The Lord will provide understanding 

• 2:8–13—Christ Jesus is our reason 

• 2:14–26—Dealing with false teachers 

o 2:14–15—Timothy to be a model 

o 2:16–19—Marks of false doctrine 

o 2:20–21—Different pots for different purposes 

o 2:22–26—Marks of true doctrine 

• 3:1–9—Last days filled with sin 

• 3:10–17—Stand strong, grounded in the word 

o 3:10–13—Persecution will come 

o 3:14–15—Timothy is well grounded 

o 3:16–17—Scripture equips us 

• 4:1–8—Preach the word 

o 4:1–5—Be disciplined and diligent in preaching 

o 4:6–8—Paul’s ministry is nearing the end 

• 4:9–15—Personal instructions to Timothy 

• 4:16–18—Benediction 

• 4:19–22—Final greetings 
 

 

3 Rick Brannan, “Timothy, Second Letter to,” ed. John D. Barry et al., The Lexham Bible Dictionary 

(Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2016). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/lbd?art=timothy.2c_second_letter_to.outline_of_2_timothy&off=21&ctx=utline+of+2+Timothy%0a~%E2%80%A2+1%3a1%E2%80%932%E2%80%94Greeting%0a%E2%80%A2+1

