
CHAPTER SIX 

AN INTRODUCTION TO CHAPTER SIX 

Rev 5:14 And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and 

worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever. 

Rev 6:1 And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the 

noise of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see. 

INTRODUCTION 

The Beginning of Sorrows1 

As we approach the sixth chapter, the Revelation is about to make another big change. The sixth chapter 

ushers in the “Tribulation” period. This seven years of Judgement will take up most of the remainder of 

the Revelation of Jesus Christ (Rev 6:1- 19:21). 

The word Tribulation, Greek (thlipsis) is derived from the Old Testament Hebrew word ṣārā, ‘narrow’ or 

‘compressed’ which the English words, affliction and distress are derived. The basic idea of thlipsis is 

pressure or compression as in rubbing together. Tribulation then is compared to the action of the 

winepress. 

Daniel 9:27 (KJV) And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst 

of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of 

abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall 

be poured upon the. 

Note: Daniel’s use of the words “abomination” and “desolate” need to be defined to grasp the enormity of 

this verse. 

“abomination” Hebrew shiqquwts meaning filthy, especially idolatrous or an idol…a detestable thing. 

“desolate” Hebrew shamem, to stun, devastate. 

Let  

“And the antichrist shall forge relations with the whole world, particularly the Jews for seven 

years, and when 3 ½ years have passed, the antichrist will do away with the Jewish sacrifice and 

grain offerings, so the antichrist can offer something filthy and idolatrous in the Temple as an 

outrage and obscenity to the people and will remain in place until judgement is placed upon the 

antichrist himself.”2 

The tribulation is a seven-year period. It is normally divided into two parts, the first half, three- and one-

half years, until the “abomination that makes desolate” is placed in the Temple. The second half, three- 

and one-half years, is often referred to as the Great Tribulation.  

The Tribulation in closer detail. 

 
1 Matthew 24:8 
2 Robert C. Crowder explaining the scriptures. 



There are more verses dedicated to this seven-year period than any other period in the Bible. Let that sink 

in a moment. The creation of all things is covered in the first chapter of Genesis. Yet, the Great Day of 

His Wrath,” requires more ink. We really need, as Bible students, to grasp the importance of the 

Tribulation.  

The Bible refers to it with phrases like,  

• Daniel’s 70th week (Daniel 9:24-27) 

• “day of wrath” – 4 times (Job 21:30; Proverbs 11:4; Zephaniah 1:15; Romans 2:5 

• “day of the LORD’S wrath” – Zephaniah 1:18 

• “the time of Jacob’s trouble” – Jeremiah 30:7; Daniel 9:24-27 

• “the day of vengeance” - Proverbs 6:34; Isaiah 61:2; 63:4; Jeremiah 46:10 

• “time of trouble” – Daniel 12:1 

• “the indignation” – Isaiah 26:20 

• “tribulation and great tribulation” – Matthew 24:9, 21, 29; Mark 13:19, 24; Rev 7:14 

• “the great day of his wrath” - Rev 6:17 

• “the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world” – Rev 3:10 

• “day of the LORD” – 31 times (Isaiah 2:12; 13:6, 9; 34:8; Jeremiah 46:10; La 2:22; Ezekiel 13:5; 

30:3; Joel 1:15; 2:1, 11, 31; 3:14; Amos 5:18, 20; Obadiah1:15; Zephaniah 1:7-8, 14, 18; 2:2-3; 

Zechariah 14:1; Malachi 4:5; Acts 2:20; 1 Corinthians 5:5; 2 Corinthians 1:14; 1 Thessalonians 

5:2; 2 Peter 3:10) 

Note: “The Day of the Lord” is often associated with two different times.  

1. The period where God will pour out judgment on the earth against Israel and the nations.  

2. The 1,000 years, millennia, where the Lord will rule on earth. For example, Isaiah 13:6-22 

speaks of period of judgment, however the following chapter 14:1-3 speaks of peace where 

Israel is re-gathered and blessed. 

The passage in which we draw the name “tribulation” comes from Jesus’ teaching known as the “Olivet 

Discourse,”3 which can be found in the “Synoptic Gospels”4, Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21. 

Matthew 24:21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the 

world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 

It is interesting to see the different text comparisons for “tribulation” is handled in the various translations 

Version Text 

ESV, KJV, LEB, NKJV, HCSB, RSV Tribulation 

NIV, CSB Distresss 

NLT Anguish 

NRSV Suffering 

 
3 Discourse is a “reasoning.” It is used by Jesus in the New Testament as a time of teaching and reasoning. For 

example, the Olivet Discourse is a teaching/reasoning between Jesus and His disciples concerning the “end times.” 

4 The term synoptic comes from the Greek syn, meaning "together", and optic, meaning, "seen.” The Gospels of 

Matthew, Mark and Luke include many of the same stories, parallel in order, wording and information. In stark 

contrast is the Gospel of John. Generally, the synoptic Gospels agree in about 80 percent of the content where the 

Gospel of John only contains about 20 percent of the synoptic content. 

http://www.ask.com/wiki/Gospel_of_John?qsrc=3044


THE SEVENTY WEEKS OF DANIEL 

The Tribulation period is a fulfillment of prophecies of the Old Testament book of Daniel. 

In Daniel 9, Daniel was reading Jeremiah and realized that the prophecies of Jeremiah, must happen 

before “the end of the desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy years” (Daniel 9:2 ESV). The Hebrew 

word shaneh means a unit of time, involving a complete cycle of all seasons.5 

Daniel turns his face to the Lord God in prayer, pleading for mercy for Jerusalem. The angel Gabriel 

appears to him “to give thee skill and understanding” and explains that there is a period of 70 weeks of 

years.  

Daniel 9:24-27 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish 

the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to 

bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most 

Holy. 25 Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore 

and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two 

weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. 26 And after 

threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the 

prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with 

a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. 27 And he shall confirm the 

covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and 

the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even 

until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. 

However, Gabriel, in verses 24-27 uses a different word for weeks, shabuwa, which means literally 

“sevened”, a week, specifically of years. It refers to the Greek hepta, a period of seven units of time. 

The seventy weeks, or seventy sevens (four hundred and ninety years), are three distinct periods, with 

specific events identified. The three periods are –  

Gabriel’s Prophecy of “70 Weeks.” 

Seven weeks, 49 years – “from the going forth of the 

commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem.” It 

took the Jews under both Ezra and Nehemiah forty-

nine years to complete the building of the walls of 

the city of Jerusalem from the time of the 

commandment to restore and build Jerusalem. That is 

the first week, “seven sevens.” (7 x 7 = 49) 

7 x 7 = 49 

years 

Sixty-two weeks, 434 years – “unto the Messiah the 

Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two 

weeks.” The period from the rebuilding of the walls 

until the revealing of the Messiah was sixty-two 

weeks; “sixty-two sevens.” 

7 x 62 = 434 

years 

 49 + 434 = 

483 years 

 
5 Swanson, J. (1997). Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains : Hebrew (Old Testament). Oak 

Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc. 



One week, 7 years – “And he shall confirm the 

covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of 

the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation 

to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations 

he shall make it desolate, even until the 

consummation, and that determined shall be poured 

upon the desolate.”  God stopped the clock when the 

Israel rejected Jesus as the Messiah and He went to 

the cross. 

7 x 1 = 7 years 

Fulfillment of Gabriel’s Prophecy 7 x 70 = 490 

years 

Adding these weeks up we have, 49 years plus 434 years equals 483 years or 69 weeks of years. To fulfil 

Gabriel’s prophecy, one week, or seven years remain. This last week or “seven years” has not taken place. 

It is the setting of the seven-year Tribulation week.6  

WHAT TRANSPIRES DURING THE TRIBULATION? 

Note: For background information concerning the Tribulation, please refer to Deut 4:30-31; Is 2:l9; 24:1, 

3, 6, 19-21; 26:20-21; Jer 30:7; Dan 12:1; Joel 2:1-2; Amos 5:18, 20. 

The Tribulation is a time of extraordinary and unparalleled suffering (Joel 2:2; Mt 24:21).  

Zephaniah 1:14-15 The great day of the LORD is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the 

voice of the day of the LORD: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly. 15 That day is a day of 

wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and 

gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 

• The Day of the Lord is the pouring out of God’s judgment and wrath against man’s rebellion. 

(Zephaniah 1:15, 18; Rev 6:17; 1 Thessalonians. 1:10; Rev 14:7, 10; 19:2). When the Lamb 

breaks the first seal, the Tribulation begins. 

• The devastation is not isolated, it is global (Joel 1:15; 2:3; 1 Thessalonians 5:3; Rev 6-19). 

• It will be a time of extreme lawlessness, disobedience, and demonic activity (Dan 8:24f; 2Th 

2:9-12; Rev 9:20-21, 13:2-3, 11-8). This deception is caused by a number of circumstances 

explained in 2Th 2:6-12 

2 Thessalonians 2:6-12 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 

7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken 

out of the way. 8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the 

spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 9 Even him, whose coming 

is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 10 And with all 

deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the 

truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that 

they should believe a lie: 12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had 

pleasure in unrighteousness. 

The Tribulation Results 

• The Holy Spirit’s restraining influence is removed (2Th 2:6-8).  

• The increase of demonic activity as the Wicked is revealed (2Th 2:8-11) 

 
6 It is nearly impossible to calculate the exact dates today without first understanding that there many different 

calendars used over the past three millennia, and that some empires were poor historians (Medio-Persians). 



• Large sections of the population, human and animal will die. (Rev 6:3-11; 9:15, 18) 

• The week will see irreverence and rebellion against God never seen in the annuls of time, even 

though the world will know it is under the wrath of God (Rev 6:14-17; 9:20; 11:1, 10, 18; 13:1f; 

2Th 2:3f). The world systems will withdraw from Judeo-Christian values and worship. 

• It is a time of global and universal war, human and angelic (Rev 6:2-4; 12:7; 16:14; 19:14f; Joel 

3:2, 9f). 

• It is a time of the approved and open martyrdom of Christian believers, both Jew and Gentile 

(Rev 6:9; 7:14f). 

• Even through the martyrdom of Christians, the number of converts to Christianity will be 

unprecedented (Rev 7:9; Mt 24:14). 

• There will be great anger and extreme anti-Semitism (Rev 12; Matthew 24:9, 13f). 

• The new byword will be “One-World.” It is a time of internationalism in four major areas 

o politics (Rev 13:17) 

o religion (Rev 17) 

o military (Joel 3:2, 9-14; Rev 17) 

o economics (Rev 18). 

Conclusion 

The Tribulation cannot be fully understood by anyone on the earth. How can I say that?  

Matthew 24:21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the 

world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 

I believe the Church leaves the earth before the Tribulation clock begins, the “tribulation, distress, 

anguish and suffering for those left behind is unprecedented. While I will be in the presence of the Lamb, 

the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, to those left on the earth, those that 

did not choose Christ before the Rapture of the Church, are in for the Wrath of God which cannot be 

described. 

I do not want to see anyone go into the Tribulation. Jesus does not want anyone to go into the Tribulation. 

Christ is able to save. Do you know Him today? 


