
THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 

INTRODUCTION 

Matthew presents Jesus as Messiah and King. Mark proves that He is the Servant. Luke presents 

Jesus as the “Son of Man,” first used in the OT books of Numbers (1), Job (2), Psalms (4), Isaiah 

(2), Jeremiah (4), Ezekiel (93), and Daniel (2). In the NT, Gospel of Matthew (32), Gospel of 

Mark (15), Gospel of Luke (26), Gospel of John (12), Acts (1), Hebrews (1) and Revelation (2). 

It is important to remember that  

• Matthew writes to the Hebrew mind 

• Mark to the Roman mind 

• Luke writes to the Greek mind. 

Along with the Gospel of Matthew and the Gospel of Mark, the Gospel of Luke completes the 

“synoptic” Gospels. 

The Gospel of Luke only mentions two (2) Passovers. One as a child (Luke 2:41) and the last 

Passover with Jesus and His disciples (Luke 22:1-15), while the Gospel of John mentions three 

and maybe a fourth (John 2:13-23; 6:4; 11:55-12:1; 13:1; 18:28-39; 19:14) 

AUTHOR 

While the third Gospel does not identify its author, which is also true of the Acts of the Apostles, 

Luke is the author of both books as affirmed by external evidence (church history) and internal 

evidence. 

The Lukan authorship of Luke-Acts is affirmed by both external evidence (church 

tradition) and internal evidence. Church tradition supporting Luke as the author is 

both early (from the mid-2nd century A.D.) and unanimous (it was never doubted 

until the 19th century). The “we” sections of Acts (16:10–17; 20:5–21:18; 27:1–

28:16) assume that the author was a companion of Paul and participated in the 

events described in those sections. Thus the author of Acts was probably one of 

Paul’s companions listed in his letters written during those periods (Luke is listed 

in Col. 4:14; 2 Tim. 4:11; Philem. 24) and not one of those referred to in the third 

person in the “we” sections (cf. Acts 20:4–5). It is known that the author was from 

the second generation of the early church, was not an “eyewitness” of Jesus’ 

ministry (Luke 1:2), and was a Gentile (Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 3.4.6, says 

Luke was “by race an Antiochian and a physician by profession”; cf. Col. 4:14). 

All of this confirms the tradition that Luke was the author of the third Gospel. 

Because Luke traveled with Paul, this Gospel was received as having apostolic 

endorsement and authority from Paul and as a trustworthy record of the gospel that 

Paul preached (Eusebius reports that Paul quoted from Luke by saying, “According 

to my Gospel” [Ecclesiastical History 3.4.7]).1 

 

1 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 1935. 



Luke is the second Gospel writer (Luke and Mark), that was not named among the original 

disciples of Christ.2 

Luke is identified as a physician by Paul in Colossians 4:14; "Luke, the beloved physician, and 

Demas, greet you."  

Luke’s two books are addressed to the same person, "Theophilus" (Luke 1:3, Acts l: l). Whille 

Luke wrote two books, we know little about him. Luke does not refer to himself in the Gospel, 

however in the Book of Acts he refers to himself only as "we" and "us" when traveling with the 

Apostle Paul (see Acts 16:10). Luke was with Paul right up to Paul's martyrdom (Col. 4:14; Il 

Timothy 4:11).  

DATE 

In general, it is best to look at both the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles when 

considering the dates of their writings. A date of around 62 AD is generally accepted as the 

earliest date according to the events in Acts 28. 

If we separate the two books, an earlier date could be considered for the Gospel. There are two 

basic questions when considering dating the two: 1) did Luke use Mark’s Gospel when writing 

his own3, and 2) did Luke write Acts before his Gospel. Did Luke write Luke-Acts after the 

death of the Apostle Paul? If so, they would be written 64-67 AD. 

• Neither of his writings include the trial and death of Paul, however Luke includes much 

of Paul’s actions in Acts (Acts 28:31) 

• Luke does not include the persecution under Nero or the destruction of the Temple and 

Jerusalem (65-70 AD) 

While I have not completed a thorough research on the dating of both books, it appears to me 

that they were both written or completed on or before 65 AD.  

Both Luke and Acts document the spread of the gospel throughout the known world, the Roman 

empire. Once the Gospel reached Rome, Luke simply stops his writings. 

PURPOSE AND CONTENT 

Luke presents his Gospel primarily to non-Jewish readers, Greeks. He presents Jesus as the “Son 

of Man”, Jesus’ favorite title for Himself. 

Some of the important passages center on: 

 

2 Walter M. Dunnett, Exploring the New Testament (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2001), 20. 

3 The great majority of scholars believe that Luke made use of Mark in writing his Gospel. There is no real difficulty 

in dating Mark in the mid- to late-50s A.D. (see Introduction to Mark: Date and Location), which would allow for a 

date of Luke in the early 60s. Other scholars dispute this and claim that the predictions of the fall of Jerusalem in 

Luke 21:20–24 are so vivid that they could have been written only after the fact, which means that Luke and Acts 

were written after A.D. 70. These scholars would then date Mark somewhat before Luke, in the late 60s (after 

Peter’s death). However, many evangelical scholars, who consider Luke 21:20–24 a predictive prophecy by Jesus, 

would hold to a date for Luke in the early 60s. ((Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Bibles, 2008), 1935.)) 

 



• the account of the birth of Christ (1:26–38; 2:8–20) 

• the testimony of God to His Son (3:21, 22) 

• the announcement of Jesus as the Anointed One (4:16–24) 

• and the mission of the Son of Man (19:10). 

• Jesus prayer life (3:21; 5:16; 6:12-16). 

• Jesus’ teaching by parables (10:30–37; 15:1–32; 18:9–14) 

As a whole, the Gospel of Luke concentrates on Jesus’ Galilean ministry. 

OUTLINE4 

• The Nativity, Boyhood, and Manhood of Jesus Chapters I through 4:13. 

• His Ministry in Galilee Chapters 4:14 through 9:50. 

• His Journey to Jerusalem Chapters 9:51 through 19:44. 

• His Sacrifice and Triumph Chapters 19:45 through 24. 

PARABLES AND TEACHINGS IN THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 

• Lost Money Luke 15:8-10 

• The Prodigal Son Luke 15:11-32 

• The Unjust Steward Luke 16:1-8 

• The Rich Man and Lazarus Luke 16:19-31 

THE CENTRAL MESSAGE 

Luke wrote his Gospel so that his readers would understand that the gospel is for 

all, both Jews and Gentiles alike, since Jesus is the promised one of God as 

prophesied in the OT and as attested through God’s saving activity in Jesus’ life, 

death, and resurrection. In addition to this, Luke emphasized the truthfulness of the 

Christian traditions his readers had been taught, so that by believing in Jesus Christ, 

the Son of God, they would receive the promised Holy Spirit whom he gives to all 

who follow him.5 

"For the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost" Luke 19:10. 

The key phrase of the Book is "Son of Man" because Luke deals with the humanity of our Lord. 

Luke uses the term 26 times in his Gospel 

SOME THINGS THAT DISTINGUISH LUKE 

Jesus’ Human Dependence Upon Prayer 

Luke has been called the “Gospel of Prayer” based on the many prayers and teaching on prayer 

that Luke includes. 

 

4 Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nelson’s Quick Reference Topical Bible Index, Nelson’s Quick Reference (Nashville, 

TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1996), 390. 
5 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 1936. 



Matthew and Mark also record the prayer in Gethsemane; however, Matthew and Mark only 

include two sessions of the prayer or prayer life of Jesus (Matthew 14:23; 27:46 and Mark 6:46; 

15:34).  

Luke’s Gospel is filled with the prayer life of Jesus: 

Luke 3:21 “Jesus also baptized and praying.” 

Luke 5:16 “He withdrew and prayed.” 

Luke 6:12 “He continued all night in prayer to God 

Luke 9:18 "As He was alone praying" 

Luke 9:28 "He went up into the mountain to pray" 

Luke 9:29 " And as He prayed" at transfiguration 

Luke 11:1 "As He was praying in a certain place" 

Luke 22:32 "I have prayed for thee" — for Peter 

Luke 22:44 "He prayed more earnestly" 

Luke 23:34 His first utterance on the Cross a prayer 

Luke 23:46 His last utterance on the Cross a prayer 

Luke writes of Jesus’ Teaching on Prayer 

Luke 11:9-10 a midnight appeal 

Luke 18:1 "always pray and not faint" 

Luke 18:9-14 be humble in prayer 

Luke 21:36 "pray always" 

Luke 22:46 "rise and pray" 

Luke’s Focus on the Holy Spirit 

Luke mentions the Holy Spirit more times than Matthew and Mark together and more times than 

John’s Gospel 


