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Philippians 3:17-21 

17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to 

the example you have in us. 18 For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell 

you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their end is destruction, 

their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. 

20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus 

Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power 

that enables him even to subject all things to himself. 

 

Introduction 

When I was young, my dad had a conversation with me concerning some of the “new friends” that I was 

beginning to hang out with. The just of the conversation was my dad told me that I couldn’t be around 

these new friends. I asked the age-old question, “Why?” My dad had never met or seen these boys. They 

had never come to the house for dinner. I just did not get it and I told him so. He was patient but firm. 

“OK” was the only word that left my lips. 

The following day, my father gave me an object lesson I would never forget. He was sitting on the back 

patio with a glass of tea when I came running through the door to find my baseball bat. I did not know 

that he had gotten home from work, so I said, “Hi dad.” He motioned for me to come over and have a 

seat, he wanted to talk. “Boring” I thought as I wanted to join Charlie and my brother Jack to go to fields 

to play some baseball. 

As I sat down, the furthest thing from my mind was sitting here talking with my dad. He knew. He waited 

until I settled into the seat and he asked me a question that began a chain reaction within my whole being. 

He asked me “Why do you think I don’t want you playing with those new boys?” I gave the very mature 

answer of “I don’t know.” He then, painstakingly laid out the problem. The boys were in the 7th grade and 

I was in the 5th. They were not raised in a Christian home and therefore, they already were making a name 

for themselves in the community. But dad stopped talking about the shortcomings of these two boys. He 

then took the focus off the boys and applied it to me. “Bobby, what have you been doing with those boys? 

You haven’t played baseball with your regular friends. Your mom says you have been hiding things from 

her and you have not been kind to your brother.” What have you been doing? I started to respond with a 

lie, but looking in my father’s eyes, I knew that my actions were already known to him. 

I then realized that these two boys had had a definite influence on me…and it wasn’t good. I reviewed in 

my head all the things that I had done and hidden from my parents and the tears began to fall. I confessed 

my sins and shortcomings and we made up. 

Who I hang around with and who I imitate is totally up to me. The right person can have a profound affect 

on each of us. Unfortunately, the wrong person will have a profound affect on us as well. 

The Apostle Paul fully understood this and for this church that was going through great persecution, they 

needed to be modeling their lives by imitating the right person. 
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IMITATE ME 

17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to 

the example you have in us.  

“fellow Christians” be careful who you imitate.  

“keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you have in us” – Paul had a serious pursuit 

after all things Christ. He was so moved and thankful for the trust that Christ had given him that he 

wanted nothing more than to pursue Christ with his whole being. This is what Paul was referring to. 

MANY WALK AS ENEMIES OF THE CROSS OF CHRIST 

18 For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as 

enemies of the cross of Christ.  

“enemies of the cross of Christ” – Paul does not identify them or what they were doing. These enemies 

may have included 1) believers in Christ who were rejecting the teachings of Paul, the “cross centered 

gospel.” 2) they could be Judaizers who were preaching Christ plus circumcision is needful for salvation 

(3:2), or 3) false believers of Christ that were living a worldly, immoral life (3:19). 

THEY GLORY IN THEIR SHAME 

19 Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with 

minds set on earthly things.  

Romans 16:17 I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and 

create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. 18 For 

such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk 

and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive. 

OUR CITIZENSHIP IS IN HEAVEN 

20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus 

Christ,  

If our citizenship is in heaven, then why are we left on this earth? Paul cleared up this point in his second 

epistle to the church in Corinth. 

2 Cor 5:20 - Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through 

us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made 

him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 

God. 

 

A TRANSFORMED BODY 

21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that 

enables him even to subject all things to himself. 
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Conclusion 

The world is consumed with hatred, greed, immorality, deviant behavior and rejection of all things Godly. 

That is understood. However, those things have no place in the Church. 

There are those in this congregation today that would be great role models for you. Men and women who 

“walk according to the example” set by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 


