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PAUL’S EPISTLE TO THE COLOSSIANS 

INTRODUCTION 

History 

Colossae is a town in the Roman Province of Asia Minor. It was located approximately one hundred 

miles east of the seaport of Ephesus. Colossae is just 12 miles from Laodicea and Hierapolis. Because of 

its location, it had a history of being a trade center for the region. However, by the time that Paul arrives, 

the town was already losing its influence. 

Its origins unknown, Colossae was a thriving community in the era of King Xerxes of Persia (485-465 

BC).  

Colossae sat on the main East-West road from Ephesus to the East. Westbound travelers came to it first 

when they entered the Lycus valley which provided the resources to make the city great. Lush pastures for 

grazing sheep providing a flourishing garment industry. The valley prospered from both ranching and 

industry. 

However, by the time of the apostle Paul, Colossae’s importance had waned and Laodicea and Hierapolis 

grew in stature. Laodicea, mentioned in Col 4:15–16, was most prominent. The Romans made Asia a 

province in 190 B.C. and selected Laodicea the capital of a district of twenty-five towns. The Romans 

also changed the road system, and Laodicea became an important junction of the East-West highway and 

four other roads. This meant it was ideally suited for commerce, banking, and general prosperity (Re 

3:14–22). 

The population of Colossae was mixed between Greeks, Phrygians, and Jews from the Diaspora. From 

the epistle, both Jews and Gentiles lived there and became part of the church. 

• Located one hundred miles east of Ephesus. 

• Together with Hierapolis and Laodicea, Colossae was part of a tri-city area in the Lycus valley in 

what is now south-central Turkey. 

• Once an important city, by the time of Paul, Colossae had become a small market town. 

• The population was a mixture of Jews and Gentiles (11,000 Jews by 62 AD). 

• The cities of the Lycus valley were prosperous despite frequent earthquakes. 

• Manufacturing and exporting wool products were the principal industries.1 

The Church 

Colosse, Colossae, and Colossi are all the same names including earlier renderings of Kolossai and 

Kolassai. 

Paul did not establish the church nor had the met them (Col 1:4; 2:1). However, Paul treated them as 

though he had. He addressed the problems within it as though he had the authority to do so. The church at 

Colossae was in no position to help Paul, but he took a special interest in their well-being. 

It is apparent that Epaphras planted the church. Paul idents him as “his fellow-prisoner and servant of 

Christ” (Col 4:12) and an ambassador  to the other churches in the valley (4:13). Paul identifies that the 

 

1 Max Anders, Galatians-Colossians, vol. 8, Holman New Testament Commentary (Nashville, TN: 

Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1999), 274. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/hntc69ga?ref=Bible.Col1&off=1409&ctx=TY+PROFILE%E2%80%94COLOSSE%0a%E2%80%A2~+Located+one+hundred
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Colossians heard the Word from Epaphras (Col 1:7). It is assumed that the church began during Paul’s 

third missionary journey, while he taught in the school of Tyrannus in Ephesus. Epaphras met Paul in 

Ephesus, became a student and able minister, and took the word to his own people. (Melick, 1991) 

AUTHOR 

Col 1:1 PAUL, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timotheus our brother, 2 To 

the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, 

from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I have been referring to Paul as the author of this epistle. From the introduction, we can clearly see that 

this letter was written by the Apostle Paul and credit is given to Timotheus (Timothy) as well. Timothy 

probably served as Paul’s amanuensis (secretary) as throughout the letter the word “I” is used as the first 

person singular. 

Although Paul did not know the recipients, we can see that Paul’s connection to the church was through 

Epaphras. It is assumed that Epaphras, “a faithful minister of Christ,” planted the church as they first 

heard the Gospel from him (Col 1:7, 8).  

DATE 

Paul wrote this letter from prison (Col 4:3, 10, 18). Consensus is that he wrote from his imprisonment in 

Rome (Acts 28:30). However, some believe that he could have written it from Caesarea, 58-60 AD. 

Others believe that it could have been written in his non-recorded imprisonment at Ephesus, as some 

argue (Acts 19, 54-55 AD) 

Therefore, since we have dated the other “Prison Letters” with the 62 AD, we will assign this letter to that 

date as well. 

AUDIENCE 

“To the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae” (Col 1:2). 

Paul acknowledges that Tychicus is the bearer of the letter to them as well as the congregations in 

Ephesus (Col 4:7; Ep 6:21) 

Paul rejoiced over their good spiritual condition (Col 2:5),  

Colossians 2:5 (KJV) For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying 

and beholding your order, and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ. 

However, you can see his concern for the Colossian church by some infiltrating heresies that were 

affecting their spiritual growth. (Col 2:8, 18) 

Colossians 2:8 (KJV) Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after 

the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 

Colossians 2:18 (KJV) Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and 

worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by 

his fleshly mind, 

“Epaphras either visited Paul in Rome or was imprisoned there with him (Philem. 23). In either 

case, he informed Paul of the dangerous theological error circulating in the churches of 

Colossae and Laodicea. In response to Epaphras’s plea for help, Paul writes this epistle to the 

Colossians, which is also to be read in the church at Laodicea (4:16), in an attempt to check 
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the heresy’s influence. The heresy was syncretistic, that is, it was composed of elements drawn 

from paganism, Judaism, and Christianity. The pagan element espoused a false philosophy 

(2:8) that appears to have been an early form of Gnosticism. This movement viewed matter as 

evil, denied the divine creation of the universe, held to many angelic beings or spiritual 

intermediaries existing between God and men, advocated the worship of these angelic beings 

(2:18), and stressed secret “knowledge” (received when initiated into their cult) as the means 

of attaining salvation. The Jewish element was legalistic in nature, retained the Mosaic Law 

(2:14), imposed circumcision (2:11), followed dietary restrictions and calendar observations 

(2:16), and advocated asceticism (2:21–23). The heresy’s Christian component did not deny 

Christ, but dethroned Him. He was not regarded as divine or as Creator of the universe, and 

His death was thus deprived of any saving merit.”2 

THEME 

The major theme of this letter is simply the authority, power, and sufficiency of Jesus Christ. He is the 

creator and Lord of all of creation, both the visible and the invisible.  

• Jesus is presented as Creator (Col 1:16) 

• Jesus is before all things and by him all things exist (Col 1:17) 

• Jesus is the Head of the church (Col 1:18 

• Jesus is presented as fully God (Col 2:9) 

• Jesus is the Savior (Col 1:20, 21) 

• Because of Jesus, all are “complete in Him” (2:10) 

Therefore, they should worship God the Father through Him alone and depend on Him only for salvation, 

refusing to rely on vain philosophy, secret knowledge, or legalism in an attempt to secure divine favor. 

(King James Version Study Bible, 1997) 

PURPOSE AND CONTENT 

The central purpose was to refute the heresy that Epaphras brought to his attention. He wrote to the 

church in Colossae to fortify it against false teachers who might try to impose strict rules about eating and 

drinking and religious festivals. 

“This heresy seems to have involved asceticism (2:23), an emphasis on special knowledge (2:4), and 

some Jewish elements: Circumcision, dietary laws, and festival observances are mentioned (2:11, 16; 

compare 3:11). Paul responds that the real wisdom of God has been revealed in Christ, and people don’t 

need to follow special rules or have secret knowledge to have access to Him (2:2–4). Paul also suggests 

that the letter to the Colossians be read in the church at Laodicea, indicating that he intended its message 

for more than just the Colossians (4:16).”3 

Paul shows the superiority of Christ over all human philosophies and traditions. He writes of Christ’s 

deity (“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation” [1:15]) and of the reconciliation 

he accomplished with his blood.  

 

2 King James Version Study Bible., electronic ed. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997). 

3 John D. Barry et al., Faithlife Study Bible (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2012, 2016). 
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He explains that the right way of living in this world is to focus on heavenly rather than earthly things. 

God’s chosen people must leave their sinful lives behind and live in a godly way, looking to Christ as the 

head of the church (1:18).4 

Paul wrote to encourage their progress in the faith (vv. 9–10) 

KEY THOUGHT/CENTRAL MESSAGE 

“This little epistle contains distinctive teachings about the person and work of Christ, about 

Christian living and relationships, and about Paul’s conception of his ministry. Studying the 

epistle is an adventure in Christian theology. It reveals Pauline thought and authentic Christian 

living. The pages of the text are alive with relevance and challenge the reader to a more 

reflective and informed faith.”5 

OLD TESTAMENT CONNECTIONS 

Colossians Old Testament 

Col 1:15 Ps 89:27 

Col 2:15 Ps 68:18 

Col 3:16 Jer 15:16 

Col 4:1 Lev 19:13 

Col 4:2 Mal 3:5 

Col 4:6 Ecc 10:12 

THE KEYS 

Key Verse/s 

Col 1:10; 2:9; 3:12; 4:14 

Key Word/s6 

Supremacy (Col 1:18) 

Disarm the powers (Col 2:15) 

Raised with Christ (Col 3:1) 

Pray (Col 4:3, 4) 

KEY POINTS IN THE HARMONY OF COLOSSIANS, EPHESIANS, AND COLOSSIANS 

By comparing these three letters, we can identify some key points in the harmony of Colossians, 

Ephesians and Colossians. 

“Colossians 3:20 and Ephesians 2:12, 19 provide a picture of the church as a city, a 

commonwealth, and of our true citizenship being in that realm. This is distinctive from other 

 

4 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Col. 

5 Richard R. Melick, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon, vol. 32, The New American Commentary (Nashville: 

Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1991), 160–162. 

6 Mark Water, Key Word Commentary (Chattanooga, TN, AMB Publishers, 2003) 1116-1119. 
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metaphors of Paul. Also, the personal glory of Christ, His grace and majesty, are present in 

Ephesians, Colossians, and Colossians in a way hardly hinted at in earlier letters, reflecting a 

profound and expanded revelation given through Paul (cf. Phil. 2:5–11 with Eph. 1:17–23, 

2:8, and Col. 1:15–19; also cf. Phil. 2:10 with Eph. 1:20 and Col. 1:20). The blessedness of 

knowing Christ in Colossians 3:10 is expressed in the same glowing language of Ephesians 

3:19—“to know the love of Christ.” Though present in other epistles, this idea reaches its 

fullest prominence in these three prison letters.”7 

“Consider the following comparison of Colossians and Ephesians. Some similarities include: 

• Both were to be read aloud in the churches (Colossians 4:16). Ephesians may be 

the letter from Laodicea (4:16). 

• The letters are very similar in style. 

• Both letters were delivered by the same messenger—Tychicus (Ephesians 6:21–

22; Colossians 4:7–8). 

• The letters contain some of the same expressions: “your faith in Jesus Christ and 

your love for all the saints” (Ephesians 1:15 and Colossians 1:4 niv) “in whom we 

have redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Ephesians 1:7 and Colossians 1:14 niv) 

• The letters have similar features: the prayers (Ephesians 1:15–23 and Colossians 

1:9–14); references to unity in the body of Christ (Ephesians 4:1–16 and 

Colossians 3:12–17); instructions for households (Ephesians 5:22–6:9 and 

Colossians 3:18–4:1).”8 

OUTLINE 

 I. A Question of Identity: 1:1–14 

 A. Greeting and Gratitude: 1:1–8 

 B. Saints in the Light: 1:9–12 

 C. In Whom We Have Redemption: 1:13–14 

 II. The Centrality of the All-Sufficient Christ: 1:15–23 

 A. Christ and Creation: 1:15–17 

 B. Christ and Re-Creation: 1:18–20 

 C. New Creation by Reconciliation: 1:21–23 

 III. The Secret: Christ in You: 1:24–2:19 

 A. Christ in You: 1:24–29 

 B. A Person, Not a Philosophy: 2:1–10 

 C. The Cross: God’s Answer to Our Deepest Needs: 2:11–19 

 IV. The New Life in Christ: 2:20–3:17 

 A. Life Hidden with Christ: 2:20–3:4 

 B. Put to Death the Old: 3:5–11 

 C. Put on the New: 3:12–14 

 D. The Fellowship of New Persons in Christ: 3:15–17 

 V. A Christian Style of Relationships: 3:18–4:18 

 A. The Family: A Place for Persons: 3:18–21 

 

7 Maxie D. Dunnam and Lloyd J. Ogilvie, Galatians / Ephesians / Galatians / Colossians / Philemon, vol. 31, The 

Preacher’s Commentary Series (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Inc, 1982), Eph 6:21–24. 

8 Bruce B. Barton and Philip Wesley Comfort, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon, Life Application Bible 

Commentary (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 1995), 134. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/lifeappphpcolphm?ref=Bible.Col&off=3413&ctx=ifferent+locations.%0a~Consider+the+followi
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 B. Relationships Outside the Family: 3:22–4:6 

 C. The Game is for a Team: 4:7–189 

 

 

9 Maxie D. Dunnam and Lloyd J. Ogilvie, Galatians / Ephesians / Philippians / Colossians / Philemon, vol. 31, The 

Preacher’s Commentary Series (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Inc, 1982), 324–325. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/prcm31gepcp?ref=Bible.Php4.10-23&off=24266&ctx=tline+of+Colossians%0a~+I.+A+Question+of+Id

