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THE FIRST EPISTLE GENERAL OF PETER 

INTRODUCTION 

The apostle Peter was chosen to be the first to take the gospel to the Gentiles (Acts 10; 15:7), 

but his ministry was primarily to the Jews (Gal. 2:1–10).1 

We only have two epistles of Simon Peter in the cannon of scripture. Both letters are important works, 

worthy of being included in our Bible. 1 Peter is about the size of the epistle of James, while 2 Peter is 

about the size of 2 Thessalonians. 

Both fist and second Peter are grouped as General Epistles as they were not specifically written to a 

specific church or individual. Therefore, this epistle was a “circular letter” to the believers in Asia Minor.  

The historical setting for 1 Peter is outside of the background of the Book of Acts, early in the 

period between the close of Acts and John’s exile on the Island of Patmos. The author writes 

to persecuted Christians (cf. 1:6; 2:12, 15; 4:12, 14–16; 5:8, 9), and the identification of the 

persecutions involved is crucial to the historical setting of the epistle. Three periods of 

persecution are suggested: (1) under Nero (c. a.d. 65); (2) under Domitian (c. 90–95); and (3) 

under Trajan (early in the second century). The last two are preferred by those who reject 

Petrine authorship of the epistle. If Peter is the author, then the only persecutions that could 

be in view are those under Nero.2 

Peter’s epistle addresses Christian persecution, not from political oppression (Rome), but from Hebrews 

and Gentiles. It is a summary of consolations and Instructions for suffering Christians who lived in those 

five provinces of Asia Minor. 

This letter does not present itself as a systematic arrangement of topics. However, as a rule, this epistle 

has been divided into two parts. 1 Peter 1:1-4:6 speaks of general persecution, not leading to death, 

whereas the second part, 1 Peter 4:7-5:14 is much more specific and precise. 

AUTHOR 

In the introduction to the epistle, the writer identifies himself as “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ” (1Pe 

1:1). In the epistle, Peter claims to have been a “witness of the sufferings of Christ” (1Pe 5:1). 

There is no dispute over the authenticity of this epistle being written by the apostle Peter as the early 

church fathers referred to this letter as being written by the apostle. 

Simon – Hebrew, nine Israelites have this name.  

Peter – Greek Petros and Cephas – Chaldean/Aramaic is the name given by Jesus to Simon at his call to 

become a disciple (Jn1:42), meaning “piece of rock.” This is the name by which he is referred in the NT. 

Simon Peter, Simon called Peter - Mt 4:18; 10:2; 16:16; Mk 3:16; 14:37; Lu 5:8; 6:14; Joh 1:40; 6:8, 68; 

13:6, 9, 24, 36; 18:10, 15, 25; 20:2, 6; 21:2-3, 7, 11, 15, 17; Ac 1:13; 10:5, 17-18, 32; 11:13; 2Pe 1:1 

DATE 

 

1 Warren W. Wiersbe, With the Word Bible Commentary (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1991). 

2 King James Version Study Bible ., electronic ed. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997). 
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The date of 1 Peter is linked with the issue of authorship. Those who reject Peter as the author 

typically date the letter in the reign of Domitian (a.d. 81–96) or Trajan (98–117). Since there 

are good grounds for holding to Petrine authorship, the letter probably should be dated during 

the reign of Nero (a.d. 54–68). The reference to Babylon in 5:13 is almost certainly a reference 

to Rome, leading one to conclude that Peter wrote the letter from Rome. He probably wrote 

before the Neronian persecution in Rome, and thus the date of composition is likely a.d. 62–

63.3 

Peter was martyred in 64 AD, during the reign of the Roman Emperor Nero, in Rome. It appears that 

Peter wrote both of his epistles from Rome sometime between 62-63 AD. 

AUDIENCE 

Note: The Apostle Paul evangelized much of Asia Minor, however, these churches were probably planted 

by Jewish converts from Peter’s “Day of Pentecost” message (Ac 2) or by Peter himself. 

The recipients of 1 Peter are identified in 1:1. Peter wrote to the “strangers scattered throughout Pontus, 

Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.”  

• Pontus (Ac 2:9; 18:2; 1Pe 1:1) 

• Galatia (Ac 16:6; 18:23; 1Co 16:1; Ga 1:2; 2Ti 4:10; 1Pe 1:1) 

• Cappadocia (Ac 2:9; 1Pe 1:1) 

• Asia (Ac 2:9; 6:9; 16:6; 19:10, 22, 26-27, 31; 20:4, 16, 18; 21:27; 24:18; 27:2; 1Co 16:19; 2Co 

1:8; 2Ti 1:15; 1Pe 1:1; Re 1:4, 11) 

• Bithynia (Ac 16:7; 1Pe 1:1) 

At the time of this writing, each of these areas were under Roman rule and were Roman provinces, known 

as Asia Minor. They were located in what is modern Turkey. His readers were previously involved in 

“lasciviousness (sexual excess), lusts, excess of wine, revellings (indulgence in the worship of pagan 

gods), banquetings (drunken activities), and abominable idolatries” (1Pe 4:3). Peter also identified them 

as: 

1Pe 2:9-10 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 

people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his 

marvellous light: Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which 

had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.  

This letter was most probably written from Rome as Peter referred in 1 Peter 5:13—“The church that is at 

Babylon, elected together with you, saluteth you.” Babylon was a general code word for “a place in 

exile,” but was used most for Rome. 

THEME 

In it he exhorts believers to righteous conduct for future, eternal salvation despite consequent earthly 

persecution by unbelievers. Peter’s ethical admonitions parallel those of the Apostle Paul, with whose 

teaching Peter may have become familiar through their common associates Silvanus (Silas) and Mark 

(5:12–13). Similarities in the teaching of Peter and Paul may also indicate that they drew from a common 

corpus of oral or written instruction.4 

 

3 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 2401. 

4 Gordon D. Fee and Robert L. Hubbard Jr., eds., The Eerdmans Companion to the Bible (Grand Rapids, 

MI; Cambridge, U.K.: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2011), 707. 
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PURPOSE AND CONTENT 

A fire devastated Rome in a.d. 64 but suspiciously left unscathed the estates of Nero and his 

older boyfriend Tigellinus. Like any good politician, Nero needed a scapegoat for his ills, and 

what appeared to be a new religion, understood as a fanatical form of Judaism begun by an 

executed teacher three and a half decades before, filled the need perfectly. 

Romans viewed Christians, like Jews, as antisocial. Certain charges became so common that 

they were stereotypical by the second century: Romans viewed Christians as “atheists” (like 

some philosophers, for rejecting the gods), “cannibals” (for claiming to eat Jesus’ “body” and 

drink his “blood”) and incestuous (for statements like “I love you, brother,” or “I love you, 

sister”). Judaism was a poor target for outright persecution, because its adherents were 

numerous and it was popular in some circles; further, Nero’s mistress, Poppaea Sabina, was a 

patron of Jewish causes. By contrast, Christianity was viewed as a form of Judaism whose 

support was tenuous even in Jewish circles, and therefore it offered an appropriate political 

scapegoat. 

According to the early-second-century historian Tacitus (Annals 15.44), who disliked 

Christians himself, Nero burned Christians alive as torches to light his gardens at night. He 

killed other Christians in equally severe ways (e.g., feeding them to wild animals for public 

entertainment). In all, he may have murdered thousands of Rome’s Christians, although most 

Christians there escaped his grasp. Thus, even though the Greek part of the empire loved Nero, 

Christians saw him as a prototype of the antichrist. Nero died in disgrace several years later, 

pursued by fellow Romans who hated him.5 

KEY THOUGHT/CENTRAL MESSAGE 

This letter was addressed to Christian Hebrews, though it did not exclude Gentile believers in the 

congregations. His readers were an oppressed and disheartened people going through persecution because 

of their faith.  

Peter exhorted them to stand strong, repeatedly reminding them of Christ’s example, the riches 

of their inheritance in him, and the hope of his returning again to take them to heaven. Peter 

explained how Christians should respond when they suffer because of their beliefs. Called the 

“apostle of hope,” Peter’s primary message is to trust the Lord, live obediently no matter what 

your circumstances, and keep your hope fixed on God’s ultimate promise of deliverance. 

Suffering is to be expected, but it is temporary and yields great blessings for those who remain 

steadfast.6 

PARALLEL PASSAGES 

Old Testament Quotes 1 Peter 

• Le 11:44–45;Le 19:2;Le 20:7 1 Pe 1:16 

• Is 40:6–8 1 Pe 1:24–25 

• Ps 34:8 1 Pe 2:3 

• Is 28:16 1 Pe 2:6 

 

5 Craig S. Keener, The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament, Second Edition. (Downers Grove, IL: 

IVP Academic: An Imprint of InterVarsity Press, 2014), 685. 

6 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), 1 Pe. 
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• Ps 118:22 1 Pe 2:7 

• Is 8:14 1 Pe 2:8 

• Dt 7:6;Dt 10:15;Is 43:20 1 Pe 2:9 

• Ex 19:6;Ex 23:22;Is 61:6 1 Pe 2:9 

• Ex 19:6;Ex 23:22 1 Pe 2:9 

• Ex 19:5;Ex 23:22;Dt 4:20;Dt 7:6;Is 43:21 1 Pe 2:9 

• Is 42:12;Is 43:21 1 Pe 2:9 

• Is 53:9 1 Pe 2:22 

• Is 53:5 1 Pe 2:24 

• Is 53:6 1 Pe 2:25 

• Ps 34:12–16 1 Pe 3:10–12 

• Is 8:12 1 Pe 3:14 

• Pr 10:12 1 Pe 4:8 

• Pr 11:31 1 Pe 4:18 

• Pr 3:34 1 Pe 5:5 

THE KEY VERSE/PASSAGE 

Key Verse/s 

1 Peter 1:6-7 (KJV) Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in 

heaviness through manifold temptations: 7 That the trial of your faith, being much more 

precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and 

honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 

1 Peter 2:4-5 (KJV) To whom coming, [as unto] a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but 

chosen of God, [and] precious, 5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy 

priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

1 Peter 3:13-15 (KJV) And who [is] he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is 

good? 14 But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy [are ye]: and be not afraid of their 

terror, neither be troubled; 15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and [be] ready always 

to [give] an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with 

meekness and fear: 

1 Peter 4:7-9 (KJV) But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto 

prayer. 8 And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover 

the multitude of sins. 9 Use hospitality one to another without grudging. 

1 Peter 5:6-7 (KJV) Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may 

exalt you in due time: 7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. 

1 Peter 5:8-9 (KJV) Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 

walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 9 Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that 

the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world. 

Key Word/s & Phrases 

• Jesus 1Pe 1:1-3, 7, 13; 2:5; 3:21; 4:11; 5:10, 14 

• Christ 1Pe 1:11, 19; 2:21; 3:16, 18; 4:1,13-14; 5:1, 10, 14 

• God 1Pe 1:2-3, 5, 21, 23; 2:4-5, 10, 12, 15-17, 19-20; 3:4-5, 15, 17-18, 20-22; 

4:2, 6, 10-11, 14, 16-17, 19; 5:2-3, 5-6, 10, 12 

• Lord 1Pe 1:3, 25; 2:3, 13; 3:6, 12, 15 
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• Faith 1Pe 1:5, 7 ,9, 21; 5:9 

• Grace 1Pe 1:2, 10, 13; 3:7; 4:10; 5:5, 10, 12 

• Word 1Pe 1:23, 25; 2:2, 8; 3:1 

• Righteousness 1Pe 2:24; 3:14 

• Mercy 1Pe 1:3; 2:10 

• Love 1Pe 1:8, 22; 2:17; 3:8, 10 

• Works 1Pe 2:12 

• Perfect 1Pe 5:10 

• Trial 1Pe 1:7; 4:12 

• Salvation 1Pe 1:5, 9-10 

OUTLINE 

I. INTRODUCTION (1:1–2) 

II. THE IDENTITY OF CHRISTIANS (1:3–2:10) 

A. OUR GREAT SALVATION (1:3–12) 

B. OUR NEW WAY OF LIFE (1:13–25) 

C. OUR PRIESTLY CALLING (2:1–10) 

III. THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF CHRISTIANS INDIVIDUALLY (2:11–4:11) 

A. OUR MISSION IN THE WORLD (2:11–12) 

B. RESPECT FOR OTHERS (2:13–3:12) 

C. EVENTUAL VINDICATION (3:13–4:6) 

D. THE IMPORTANCE OF MUTUAL LOVE IN END-TIMES LIVING (4:7–11) 

IV. THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF CHRISTIANS CORPORATELY (4:12–5:11) 

A. THE FIERY TRIAL (4:12–19) 

B. THE CHURCH UNDER TRIAL (5:1–11) 

V. CONCLUSION (5:12–14) 7 

 

7 Mark Bailey et al., Nelson’s New Testament Survey: Discover the Background, Theology and Meaning 

of Every Book in the New Testament (Nashville: Word, 1999), 556–557. 


