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SAUL, A LEADER GOING IN THE WRONG DIRECTION 
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Philippians 3:1-11, Acts 9 

Philippians 3:1-6 Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the 

same things to you is no trouble to me and is safe for you. 

2 Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who 

mutilate the flesh. 3 For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit 

of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh— 4 

though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else 

thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised 

on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 

Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of 

the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.  

Introductions 

PAUL’S PEDIGREE 

The apostle Paul’s name was changed by Jesus from Saul to Paul. Saul was a successful failure.  

Ph 3:5-6 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe 

of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, 

a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

circumcised on the eighth day – Paul came from a practicing Jewish 

family 

of the people of Israel -  

of the tribe of Benjamin – Paul’s family could trace their roots all the way 

back to the tribe of Benjamin. 

a Hebrew of Hebrews – His native tongue was Hebrew. 

as to the law, a Pharisee; -  

6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church – It is interesting that Paul 

expresses those that he persecuted, known as “the way” now as the 

“church.” Saul held the coats of those that stoned Stephen (Ac 7:58) 
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as to righteousness under the law, blameless. – Paul kept the traditions, 

feasts, and commandments. Those around him considered him “blameless” 

before God. 

However, Saul, the church persecutor, is going to have an encounter with the resurrected Christ. 

A TRANSFORMATIONAL ENCOUNTER WITH THE SAVIOR; JESUS CHRIST 

Even those who deny and fight against Christ are transformed when they encounter Jesus. 

(Ac 9:1-6) 

Others won’t understand what has happened to you. (Ac 9:7) 

An encounter with Christ will take away your pride and bring humility. (Ac 9:8) 

Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw 

nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 

People around you will not understand your encounter with Christ. (Ac 22:9) 

9 And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 

God will put people in your life after your encounter with Christ. (Ac 9:10-17) 

12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his 

hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 

13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, 

how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem. 

14 And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on 

your name.” 

After an encounter with Christ, a believers life is yielded, dedicated and suffering will 

ensue. (Ac 9:15) 

15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to 

carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 

16 For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 

17 So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on 

him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the 

road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and 

be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 

An Encounter with Jesus will change the direction of your life. Ac 9:20-22 

20 And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is 

the Son of God.” 
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21 And all who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this the man who 

made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And has he 

not come here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief 

priests?” 

22 But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews 

who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ. 

Conclusion 

Even when you are in the right, you might be wrong. – We can see this in the Christian society 

today. People have watered down the Gospel message of Jesus and traded worldly means and 

actions in the name of Jesus.  

Example: A 

A member of a church I belonged to has come out in favor of LBGTQ marriage and membership 

in their church. 

Author, writer Jen Hatmaker 

Singer, writer Lauren Daigle 

Example B 

Inerrancy of Scripture 

Virgin Birth of Jesus 

Views of Creation taking billions of years in the making 

 Old Earth Creationism 

 Theistic Evolution 

Christian musicians reveal they no longer believe in God 

 Hawk Nelson 

 Marty Sampson, worship leader, writer, singer with Hillsong 

 Joshua Harris, author of I Kissed Dating Goodbye 

Every time another Christian leader falls morally or declares he no longer believes in Jesus, it 

causes a crisis of faith for many believers. I’ve had people say, “I don’t know what to think 

anymore. That man led me to Jesus. He baptized me!” But God has always used people with 

wayward hearts and motives to proclaim the Gospel, and the Gospel is still the Gospel and Jesus 

is still Jesus.  

Paul says, “The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they 

can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains. But what does it matter? The important thing is 

that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I 

rejoice” (Philippians 1:17-18). 

 

 


