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T H E  G O S P E L  O F  M A T T H E W  

The four Gospels are not chronological. The synoptic Gospels basically discuss the same events with 

different viewpoints. Each Gospel has a different author and audience, with parallel accounts of the 

events in the life of Christ. 

Therefore, the question could be asked, “Why is the Gospel of Matthew the first book in the New 

Testament Canon.1 

Of the four Gospels, The Gospel of Matthew contains the most references from Jesus concerning the Old 

Testament and bridges the “gap” between the OT and the NT concerning the prophecies and promised 

made in the OT that is revealed in the Gospel of Matthew. Therefore, it is appropriately located at the 

beginning of the New Testament. 

William Barclay writes: 

“When we turn to Matthew, we turn to the book which may well be called the most important 

single document of the Christian faith, for in it we have the fullest and the most systematic account 

of the life and the teachings of Jesus.”2 

AUTHOR  

Matthew or Levi as he was first mentioned, is the traditional author of the Gospel that bears his name. 

The church fathers of the second century AD recognized Matthew as the author. Matthew was a disciple, 

then a follower, and finally an Apostle of Jesus Christ. 

When Jesus confronted Levi and called him to follow Him, he sat at the seat of customs. He was a 

collector of taxes for the Roman Government.3  

DATE  

While the date of the writing of Matthew is not certain, there are some basic guidelines that will help. 

1. It is clear that the book was written before 100 AD, as Ignatius quotes from it. Ignatius was a 

theologian and church leader. 

2. Matthew does not mention the destruction of Jerusalem or the temple in his writing. That 

took place in 70 AD. 

 
1 Canon is taken from the Greek word kanon, meaning “reed or measurement.” A book in the Bible then is one 

that measures up to a standard as being Holy Scripture, the spoken word of God. Biblical canon or the canon of 

scripture is defined as a collected set of texts or books regarded as authoritative scripture by the Jewish or Christian 

community. These texts are considered the Word of God and distinguished from other writings by their reception by 

a collective body, their divine qualities, and their apostolic connection, either by authorship or collection. The 

Biblical canon of the New Testament was agreed upon relatively early in the life of the church. 

2 Robert James Utley, The First Christian Primer: Matthew, vol. Volume 9, Study Guide Commentary Series 

(Marshall, TX: Bible Lessons International, 2000), 1. 

3 For an in-depth look at the Apostle Matthew, see the author’s series on “Character Studies: The Apostles” at 
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3. Matthews references to offerings in the Temple, the Temple tax, temple worship and ritual 

would lead us to believe in a pre-70 AD date. 

4. Matthews Gospel is filled with Jewish “flavor” leading the reader that the ending of Jewish 

worship at the Temple were still going on. 

5. I believe we can date Matthew between 58-65 AD as those dates fit best within the writings 

and the history of the times. 

In this study, we will not delve into the idea of whether Matthew leaned heavily on the Gospel of 

Mark or not. There are those theologians that believe that the Gospel of Mark was the first written and 

Matthew and Luke used Mark’s Gospel as the foundation of their writings. 

It is interesting that Matthew does not quote himself in his Gospel. Actually, there is not one recorded 

word that Matthew spoke. 

PURPOSE AND CONTENT  

Since Matthew’s Gospel presented Jesus as the Messiah, the King of the Jews, it is addressed 

primarily to Jewish readers. With that understanding, Matthew’s Gospel becomes relatively forthcoming 

as we look at things like: 

• His genealogy back to Abraham (1:1–17) 

• Only Matthew includes the visit of the Magi (2:1–12) 

• His entry into Jerusalem (21:5) 

• the judgment of the nations (25:31–46) 

• and, in common with the other Gospels, the superscription over the Cross (27:37).  

Matthew uses more OT quotations and allusions than any other NT book. 

Matthew uses the term, “that what was spoken through the prophet might be fulfilled” or variations of 

it in thirteen verses. It is interesting to note that the other Gospels do not use this phrase. (Mt 1:22; 2:15, 

17, 23; 4:14; 8:17; 12:17; 13:35; 21:4; 22:31; 27:9, 35.) 

Matthew stresses Jesus as a teacher by his inclusion of Jesus’ discourses. 

In addition to these statements, there is much in this first Gospel concerning “the kingdom of heaven.” 

This expression is used by Matthew alone. 

This book also serves as the bridge between the Old and the New Testaments. It links together the 

prophecies of the coming Messiah with the fulfillment of prophecy in the person of the Lord Jesus. 

Matthew often alludes to or quotes from the prophets and connects their words with his subject. Of 

particular importance are such passages as 1:22, 23; 2:15, 17, 18, 23; 4:14, 16; 8:17; 12:17, 21; 21:4, 5; 

26:54, 56; 27:9. It is as though Matthew first notes the Old Testament which says, “He is coming,” then 

presents his own message which says, “He is here!” 

THE CHURCH  

Of the four canonical Gospels, only Matthew’s Gospel contains the word “church.” The Greek word 

ekklēsía, meaning a “popular meeting, especially for a religious congregation (Jewish synagogue, or 

Christian community of members, or saints in heaven…assembly, church.”4 Only Matthew defines the 

followers of Jesus as an ekklēsía, the church. 

Why would Matthew, writing to Jews to show that Jesus is the Messiah and the King of Kings, be the 

only Gospel writer to include the term “church?” 

 
4 Strong’s Greek Dictionary, electronic version, SwordSearcher Software. 
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• Matthew structures his writing in a way that connects the Old and New Testaments, Israel’s 

story, and the emerging church. 

• Matthew’s Gospel was greatly used by the early church showing Jesus’ mission, His birth, 

life, death, and resurrection. Jesus’ sacrifice would resonate well to the early church who were 

familiar with offerings to man’s gods. 

Therefore, it is clear that the readers of Matthew’s Gospel, mainly the Jews, would find a smooth 

transition from the Law and Prophets to the recognition that Jesus was the “Anointed One,” the King of 

Israel. They would understand the importance of “assembly” for the congregation of believers in Jesus 

Christ as a meaningful and normal activity. 

THE DISCOURSES OF CHRIST  

Some may not understand the term, “Discourse.” Technically, a discourse is a “formal communication of 

thought, written or spoken, communication or debate. Theologically, a discourse is a large block of the 

teaching of Jesus. 

Each of the five major teachings of Christ begin and end in a similar fashion. There is a general pattern to 

each block of teaching. For example: Look at the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount. The opening in 

Matthew 5:1 says, “And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his 

disciples came unto him: And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying… (Matthew 5:1-2). 

The Sermon on the Mount ends with: “And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the 

people were astonished at his doctrine:  29 For he taught them as [one] having authority, and not as the 

scribes. (Matthew 7:28-29 KJV)  

Each one of them begins and ends in similar fashion.  For example, the Sermon on the Mount (chapters 5-

7) begins, “Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to 

him.  And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying…”  When the Sermon is over in 7:28-29, Jesus 

says, “And when he had finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, for he was 

teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.” 

Generally speaking, Matthew chronicles the accounts about Jesus’ ministry and then follows that with a 

discourse. Once the Bible student understands the discourse, it is easy to see the five (5) discourses that 

Matthew pens for us to read. 

For our study, let us consider a “general outline” of the Gospel of Matthew by listing the five discourses: 

1. The Sermon on the Mount (5:1–7:29)  

2. The Commission to the Twelve (10:1–42) 

3. The Parables of the Kingdom (13:1–53) 

4. The Meaning of Greatness and Forgiveness (18:1–35) 

5. The Olivet Discourse (24:1–25:46) 

For others, the five discourses of Matthew are titled differently: 

1. Sermon on the Mount (5:1-7:29) 

2. The Missionary Discourse (Jesus sends out the twelve on a mission to Israel) (10:1-42) 

3. The Parabolic Discourse (Jesus teaches in parables about the Kingdom of God) (13:1-53) 

4. The Discourse on the Church (Jesus teaches about life in the community of the Saints) (18:1-35) 

5. The Discourse on the End Times (Jesus teaches about the end of the Age and preparation for 

judgement) (24:1-25:46) 
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Matthew’s Gospel is written to the Jews, to show that Jesus is the Messiah. It makes sense then that each 

of these discourses relate to Jesus being the King and we are His subjects. 

OUTLINE  

In the light of the dominant theme of this Gospel, then, the following outline will aid the student’s 

progress through the book. The clue to Matthew’s structure is given by the fivefold repetition of 

the expression “when Jesus had finished [or ended or made an end of]” (7:28; 11:1; 13:53; 19:1; 

26:1). This phrase marks the end of each major division of the Gospel. Together with the 

introduction (1:1–4:11) and the two concluding sections (26:3–28:15; 28:16–20), these five 

divisions form the complete record.5 

Walter M. Dunnett, in his book “Exploring the New Testament” outlines Matthew like this: 

• The introduction of the King 1:1–4:11 

• The demands of the King 4:12–7:29 

• The deeds of the King 8:1–11:1 

• The program of the King 11:2–13:53 

• The destiny of the King 13:54–19:2 

• The problems of the King 19:3–26:2 

• The death and resurrection of the King 26:3–28:15 

• The final commission by the King 28:16–20 

THEOLOGICAL THEMES 

Jesus fulfilled the activities of the Lord Himself as prescribed and predicted in the OT. (Mt 1:21; 3:3-4; 

11:5; 13:41; 24:31; 27:9-10) 

Jesus is the prophesized Messiah. (Mt 1:23; 2:6, 23; 3:17; 4:15-16; 21:5; 22:44; 24:64) 

Jesus is the Servant of the Lord (Mt 3:17; 8:17; 11:5; 12:18-21; 1 Pet 2:22-25) 

Immanuel, “God with Us.” 

The Kingdom of Heaven (116 times) 

God – It is God’s purpose that Jesus has come to fulfill 

Christ – Matthew centers on the person of Jesus Christ 

Son of David (Mt 1:1 

Son of Abraham (Mt 1:1) 

Son of God (Mt 8:29; 14:33; 16:16; 27:54) 

Son of Man (Mt 8:20; 9:6; 12:8, 39-40; 13:13; 16:13; 17: 12, 22; 18:11; 19:28) too many to list. 

 
5 Walter M. Dunnett, Exploring the New Testament (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2001), 17–18. 
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PARABLES ONLY IN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW  

The Parable of the Wheat and Tares Matthew 13:24-30 

The Parable of the Hidden Treasure Matthew 13:44 

The Parable of the Pearl Matthew 13:45-46 

The Parable of the Net Matthew 13:47-50 

The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant Matthew 18:23-35 

The Parable of the Laborers in the Vineyard Matthew 20:1-16 

The Parable of the Two Sons Matthew 21:28-31 

The Parable of the Ten Virgins Matthew 25:1-12 

The Parable of the Talents Matthew 25:14-25:30 

 

 


