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PAUL’S FIRST EPISTLE TO THE THESSALONIANS 

INTRODUCTION 

The pages in my “Pastor’s” bible that are the most worn are found in this first epistle to the church at 

Thessalonica. Every funeral service I officiate at, I will read from the fourth chapter. What a comfort for 

those that are grieving the loss of a loved one to know that they will see them again.  

We have come to the thirteenth book of the New Testament and it is interesting to me that both First and 

Second Thessalonians were two of the earliest dates of the New Testament writings.  

1 Thessalonians Overview1 
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1 https://www.preceptaustin.org/1_thessalonians_commentaries 
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History 

Thessalonica was originally named “Therma” enjoyed privileged status as the capital of Macedonia and 

was located on a natural harbor along the busy east-west Egnatian Way. 

Thessalonica (Thessaloniki today) had been named in 315 B.C. by Cassander after his wife, 

Alexander the Great’s half sister. Under the Romans the city, famous for its hot springs, 

burgeoned to a population of over 200,000. It was situated strategically on the Via Egnatia, 

the main Roman highway from east to west. Its sheltered harbor made an ideal naval station. 

The city was a natural center for traffic moving in all directions. In Paul’s day it was the capital 

of Macedonia. Although the provincial governor was headquartered there, he exercised no 

authority over Thessalonica. As a free city it was ruled by politarchs and enjoyed political 

autonomy. 

As a military and commercial center, Thessalonica became famous for its wealth as well as its 

vice, attracting a strange mixture of Roman high society and pagan sensuality (cf. Acts 17:4; 

1 Thess. 4:1–8). It also attracted merchants from other parts of the empire, including numerous 

Jews (Acts 17:4). The nucleus of the church was formed from this group of Jews—although 1 

Thessalonians 1:9 indicates that the Apostle to the Gentiles had his greatest success among the 

non-Jewish peoples of the city (cf. Acts 17:4).2 

The Church  

Luke, in the Acts of the Apostles, gives in detail how the church in Thessalonica had its start (Ac 17:1-

15). The Apostle Paul saw a vision in which a man from Macedonia was praying for him to “Come over 

into Macedonia and help us” (Acts 16:9). Paul, Silvanus, and Timotheus had established the church 

during Paul’s second missionary journey (50 AD) but were forced to leave by Jewish opponents of the 

gospel. (Ac 17:1-14) 

Later, the Apostle Paul sent Timothy to Thessalonica to see how the church was doing. Timothy’s 

response was the reason that this epistle was written. (1Ths 3:1–6). 

In Europe Paul and his companions had gone first to Philippi (Acts 16:12) where they established a 

church and were miraculously delivered from the jail. Leaving Philippi, they traveled through 

Amphipolis and Apollonia to Thessalonica. Going first to the Jewish synagogue, Paul there won his 

first converts—and met his most serious opposition. His ministry in the city lasted less than a month. 

During that time he worked as a tentmaker, not wishing to burden the fledgling assembly with his 

needs, and spent the balance of his time at the home of Jason, organizing the new believers into a 

church. 

But almost immediately the Jews brought Paul before the politarchs and had him expelled from the 

city. He went on to Berea, meeting great initial success, but was again opposed by the Thessalonian 

Jews who dogged his trail and incited the people to riot against him. Paul barely escaped with his life, 

traveling to Athens where his message was received with little enthusiasm. From Athens Paul 

dispatched Timothy to check on the situation in the Thessalonian church (3:2).3 

 

2 King James Version Study Bible, electronic ed. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997) 
3 King James Version Study Bible, electronic ed. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997). 
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AUTHOR 

There is very little argument that First Thessalonians was penned at Corinth by the apostle Paul. Paul 

mentions Silvanus (Latin version of Silas who accompanied Paul on his second missionary journey, 

replacing Barnabas) and Timothy (Timotheus in the Greek) in the introduction as senders of the epistle 

(1Th 1:1). 

Paul declares himself the writer in the first verse of the epistle, “Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto 

the church of the Thessalonians which is in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ:” (1Th 1:1). 

Again in the second chapter, “But we, brethren, being taken from you for a short time in presence, not in 

heart, endeavoured the more abundantly to see your face with great desire. Wherefore we would have 

come unto you, even I Paul, once and again; but Satan hindered us.” (1Th 2:17-18) 

Note: Paul sent Timothy from Athens to the Thessalonians after he realized he was not going to visit 

Thessalonica again, he sends Timothy “…our brother, and minister of God, and our fellowlabourer in the 

gospel of Christ, to establish you, and to comfort you concerning your faith:”  

Paul responds to them after receiving Timothy’s good report, “But now when Timotheus came from you 

unto us, and brought us good tidings of your faith and charity, and that ye have good remembrance of us 

always, desiring greatly to see us, as we also to see you: Therefore, brethren, we were comforted over 

you in all our affliction and distress by your faith: (1Th 3:6-7). See 1Th 2:17-18; 3:1-2, 6, 11) 

DATE 

The postscript of 1 Thessalonians says the epistle “was written from Athens.” (1Th 5:28). Some believe 

that Paul wrote this letter, during his second missionary journey, while he ministered in Corinth for 

eighteen months (Acts 18:1-18; 1 Thess. 3:6). Others declare that the letter was written from Laodicea.  

However, if the letter was written while in Corinth, the date is easily calculated because of an 

archeological discovery at Delphi (dated from the summer of A.D. 52). “The Delphi Inscription”4 refers 

to the proconsulate in Achaia as Gallio from 51-52 AD. That position was only held for two years. We 

know that Paul arrived at Corinth before Gallio assumed this position, perhaps even a year earlier. Thus, 

the time of the writing of 1 Thessalonians must have been the summer or fall of 51 AD. 

AUDIENCE 

The church of the Thessalonians (1Th 1:1) 

THEME 

The foremost theme found in 1 Thessalonians is the second coming of Jesus Christ for the Church. This 

theme is woven in each of the chapters. For example: 

Chapter One 

1Th 1:10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which 

delivered us from the wrath to come. 

 

4 Delphi Inscription – Wikipedia. The Delphi Inscription, or Gallio Inscription, is the name given to the collection of 

nine fragments of a letter written by the Roman emperor Claudius c. 52 CE which was discovered early in the 20th 

century at the Temple of Apollo in Delphi, Greece.  
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Chapter Two 

1Th 2:19-20 For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the 

presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? 20 For ye are our glory and joy. 

Chapter Three 

1Th 3:13 To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our 

Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints. 

Chapter Four 

1Th 4:13-18 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are 

asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus 

died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 15 For this 

we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of 

the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 16 For the Lord himself shall descend from 

heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead 

in Christ shall rise first: 17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with 

them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18 

Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 

Chapter Five 

1Th 5:1-11But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. 2 

For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 3 For 

when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail 

upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that 

that day should overtake you as a thief. 5 Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the 

day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. 6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let 

us watch and be sober. 7 For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are 

drunken in the night. 8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of 

faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation. 9 For God hath not appointed us to 

wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 Who died for us, that, whether we 

wake or sleep, we should live together with him. 11 Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and 

edify one another, even as also ye do. 

Chapter Five 

1Th 5:23-24 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and 

soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 Faithful is he that 

calleth you, who also will do it. 

PURPOSE AND CONTENT 

The church in Thessalonica was a young and inexperienced congregation that was being persecuted. 

Through the persecution, problems arose: 

• First and foremost, Paul wanted to confirm his love and concern for them.  

• Another problem was the challenge of Paul’s apostleship, and his method of Ministry. Greeks and 

Jews alike were slandering him and those that were following his teaching. 



Survey of the New Testament 

5 

73Twenty Ministries 

• However, Paul wanted to ground them in the doctrines of Christ and His return. He spent time 

teaching them about the second coming of Jesus as the church was confused about what happened 

to those that had died. What hope were they to hope in concerning the Christ’s second coming.  

• Paul also needed to correct the attitude of some that simply stopped sharing the Gospel and not 

carrying out the Great Commission as Jesus would return at any time.  

• Paul encouraged them to live “unblameable in holiness before God.” (1Th 3:13) Some of the 

weaker brothers and sisters were failing in fighting off the temptations of the ever present 

immorality that pervaded Thessalonica. 

KEY THOUGHT/CENTRAL MESSAGE 

• The wrath of God comes on those who reject the gospel. 2:16; 5:3 

• Jesus’ death and resurrection are the basis for the Christian’s hope. 4:14; 5:10 

• Christians are destined not for wrath but for salvation at Jesus’ coming. 1:10; 5:4, 9 

• Christians who die will participate fully in the second coming. 4:14–17; 5:10 

• Those who respond to the gospel have been elected by God in prehistory and called by God, and 

they continue to be called by God throughout their earthly lives. 1:4; 2:12; 4:7; 

5:9, 24 

• Christians should live lives of comprehensive holiness. 3:13; 4:3–8; 

5:23 

• Christians must never shirk their responsibility to work. 4:9–12; 5:14 

• The authenticity of the gospel is confirmed by the integrity of its preachers. 1:5; 2:1–12 

• Joy, especially in suffering, is a mark of the Christian. 1:6; 5:16 

• Christians experience the realities of the prophesied new covenant. 4:8–9 

• Faith, hope, and love are essential and universal traits of the Christian. 1:2–3; 5:85 

OLD TESTAMENT CONNECTIONS 

1 Thessalonians Old Testament 

1Th 2:4 Pro 17:3 

1Th 2:16 Gen 15:16 

1Th 3:11 Zech14:5 

1Th 4:6 Lev 19:11; Deut 14:1 

1Th 4:7 Lev 11:44 

1Th 4:9 Jer 31:34 

1Th 4:13 Lev 19:28; Deut 14:1, 2; 2Sam 12:20 

1Th 5:3 Isa 13:6 

1Th 5:8 Isa 59:17 

1Th 5:15 Lev 19:18; Prov 20:22 

1Th 5:22 Ex 23:7 

THE KEYS 

Key Verse/s 

1Th 1:2 - We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers; 

 

5 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 2303 
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1Th 1:6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much 

affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost: 

1Th 2:4 But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not 

as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. 

1Th 3:9 For what thanks can we render to God again for you, for all the joy wherewith we joy 

for your sakes before our God; 

1Th 4:13-18  

1Th 5:2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 
3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as 

travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 4 But ye, brethren, are not in 

darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. 5 Ye are all the children of light, and the 

children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. 

1Th 5:9-10 1 Thessalonians 5:9 (KJV) For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain 

salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should 

live together with him. 

Key Word/s 

• Your faith/Your work of faith” 1Th 1:3 ,8; 3:2, 5-7, 10 

• Ye know/know 1Th 1:5; 2:1-2, 5, 11; 3:3-5; 4:2, 4-5; 5:2, 12 

• Faith/your faith 1Th 1:3, 8; 3:2, 5-7, 10; 5:8 

• Of the Lord 1Th 1:6, 8; 4:15; 5:2 

• Lord/Lord Jesus/Lord Jesus Christ 1Th 1:1, 3, 6 ,8; 2:15, 19; 3:8, 11-13; 4:1-2 ,6, 15-17; 

5:2, 9, 12, 23, 27-28 

• God 1Th 1:1-4, 9; 2:2, 4-5, 8-10, 12-15; 3:2, 9, 11, 13; 4:1, 3, 

5, 7-9, 14, 16; 5:9, 18, 23 

• Jesus 1Th 1:10; 4:14; 5:18 

• Gospel 1Th 1:5; 2:2, 4, 8-9; 3:2 

OUTLINE 

Outline from “The Bible from 30,000 Feet.” 

• Transmission of Faith – 1 Thessalonians 1 

• Demonstration of Love – 1 Thessalonians 2 

• Exhortation to Godliness – 1 Thessalonians 3:1-4:12 

• Instruction for the End Time – 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:286 

Here is another one from Warren Wiersbe, “The Bible Exposition Commentary.” 

I. PAUL REMEMBERS—chapters 1–3 

A. How the church was born—1 

B. How the church was nurtured—2 

C. How the church was established—3 

II. PAUL EXHORTS—chapters 4–5 

 

6 Skip Heitzig, The Bible From 30,000 Feet, (Eugene, OR, Harvest House Publishers, 2017) 511 
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(How the church should walk) 

A. In holiness—4:1–8 

B. In harmony—4:9–10 

C. In honesty—4:11–12 

D. In hope—4:13–5:11 

E. In helpfulness—5:12–287 
 

 

7 Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 155. 


