
I N T R O D U C T I O N  

T H E  A P O S T L E S  

Who were these men that turned the known world upside-down with the Gospel message of Jesus Christ? 

What image comes to mind when you hear the words, “Apostle of Jesus?” 

The men that we associate with the term “apostle” were a group of Jewish men who had had an encounter 

with the Lord Jesus Christ, and they would never be the same.  

Jesus Christ selected 12 disciples from among his early followers to pour out His heart and teachings into. 

After an intensive 3-year discipleship course, Christ died. Following his resurrection from the dead, the 

Lord fully commissioned them as apostles (Matthew 28:16-2, Mark 16:15) to advance God's kingdom and 

carry the gospel message to the world. 

The “Twelve” mentioned: 

• Mark - Mk 3:14; 4:10; 6:7; 9:35; 10:32; 11:11; 14:10, 17, 20, 43 

• Matthew - Mt 10:1, 2, 5; 11:1; (19:28); 20:17; 26:14, 20; 47 

• Luke - Lk 6:13; 8:1; 9:1, 12; 18:31; 22:3, 14, (30), 47 

• Acts - Act 6:2 

• John - Joh 6:67, 70, 71; 20:24 

• Paul’s Letters - 1Co 15:5 

The “Twelve” listed 

• Mark - Mk 3:16-19 

• Matthew - Mt 10:2-4 

• Luke - Lk 6:14-16 

• Acts - Act 1:13, 16, 26 (the Apostles with Judas) 

• John - Jn 1:40-47; 6:70-71; 11:16; 14:22; 21:2-3 (Only nine mentioned) 

• Paul’s Letters – Only Peter and John are named 

in the Gospel of Mark, the Twelve are listed in the following order: Simon, James, John, Andrew, Philip, 

Bartholomew, Levi, Thomas, James, Thaddaeus, Simon and Judas. Their lives changed and so did the 

world around them. Everywhere they spoke, people were forced to decide: Accept Jesus or Reject Jesus. 

"Twelve, the, a group chosen by Jesus to accompany him and share his ministry (Mt. 10:1-4; Mk 3:13-19; 

Lk 6:13-16; cf. Jn 6:70; Acts 1:13). The number apparently refers to the twelve tribes of Israel (Mt. 

19:28) and symbolizes the restoration of Israel. As witnesses to his ministry and resurrection, the Twelve 

authenticate the church’s post resurrection proclamation of the traditions about Jesus (cf. the selection of 

Matthias to replace Judas, Acts 1:15-26)."1  

The apostles were unique. Some were fishermen, one may have been royalty, and a tax collector. Each 

was handpicked by Jesus. Some were divinely inspired to write. Their letters and Gospels are included in 

the New Testament. Their writings have endured the test of time solely because they were inspired by the 

Holy Spirit. They wrote about the life of Jesus…His birth, ministry, passion, death, and resurrection. 

Their writings have endured the rise and fall of nations and world powers. Their acts are proclaimed on 

every continent and every form of media. The Bible continues to be the bestselling book of all time.  

 
1 Harper's Bible Dictionary, edited by Paul J. Achtemier (San Francisco: Harper and Row, 1985) 



The approximate dates of the Book/s of the New Testament would include: 

• Paul’s Letters – 50-57 A.D. 

• Mark – 65-70 A.D. 

• Matthew – 80-90 A.D. 

• Luke – 80-85 A.D. 

• Acts – 80-85 A.D. 

• John – 70-95 A.D. 

T H E  G O S P E L  A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D  T O D A Y  

“According to Ethnologue, there are currently 7,099 living languages in the world. At least one portion of 

Scripture has been translated for 3,312 of these languages. The New Testament is available in 1,521 

languages, with portions in 1,121. The complete Bible has been translated into 670 languages.”2 

How did these hearers, who became disciples, called to be Apostles of the Lord Jesus Christ change the 

world?  

If you have grown up in church, I am pretty sure that you are very familiar with the term Apostle. 

Perhaps, from memory, you can recall the names of the twelve original Apostles. But how much do you 

know about them? Other than Peter, James, John, and Judas, what do we know about these 12 men Jesus 

called to be His followers to change the world? 

What did Jesus see in these men? Why, out of all the hundreds of committed followers of His teaching 

and miracles, did he choose them? That is the focus of this study: each one’s character. 

T H E  C H A R A C T E R  O F  T H E  A P O S T L E S  

This will not be just another bible study. We will not do a “verse-by-verse” study of a book in the New 

Testament. This study is different. It is “topical”, meaning that we are going to look at a topic, no matter 

where that takes us in the Bible.  

This “topical” study concerns itself with identifying the major “character traits” of the Apostles. That is 

the focus of this study. We will look at the following areas and weave a tapestry, a “composite”, of their 

character traits. 

• Their name/s 

• Parents/Family names 

• Hometown/Region 

• Occupation before meeting Jesus 

• Their Calling 

• What they achieved during Jesus’ ministry on this earth 

• What they achieved after Jesus’ ministry 

• Manner of death 

• Their writings 

• Biblical references 

Throughout this study, we will refer to the “Character Study Worksheet – The Apostles” (Attachment A) 

Let us begin this journey by taking the first step. 

 
2 Wycliffe Global Alliance, 2019 Bible Translation Statistics, October 2019, Wycliffe.net/statistics 



J E S U S  C A L L E D  A P O S T L E S  W H O  W E R E  D I S C I P L E S  

What is the difference between an Apostle and a Disciple? 

There were many disciples mentioned by name or in a general setting.  

“The disciples” (Mt 9:14; Mt 13:10; Mt 14:19,26; Mt 15:36; Mt 17:6,13,19; Mt 18:1; Mt 19:13; Mt 

21:6,20; Mt 24:3; Mt 26:17,19,26,35-36,40,56; Mk 2:18; Mk 8:14; Mk 10:24; Lu 5:33; Lu 7:18; Lu 9:16; 

Lu 17:1,22; Lu 19:37; Joh 4:33; Joh 6:11; Joh 13:5,22; Joh 20:10,18-20; Joh 21:1,4,12; Ac 1:15; Ac 6:1-

2,7; Ac 9:1,19,25-26,38; Ac 11:26,29; Ac 13:52; Ac 14:20,22,28; Ac 15:10; Ac 18:23,27; Ac 19:9,30; Ac 

20:1,7; Ac 21:16) 

“His disciples.” (Mt 5:1; Mt 8:21,23,25; Mt 9:10-11,19,37; Mt 11:2; Mt 12:1,49; Mt 13:36; Mt 

14:12,15,19,22; Mt 15:12,23,32-33,36; Mt 16:5,13,20-21,24; Mt 17:10; Mt 19:10,23,25; Mt 23:1; Mt 

24:1; Mt 26:1,8,45; Mt 27:64; Mt 28:7-9,13; Mk 2:15-16,23; Mk 3:7,9; Mk 4:34; Mk 5:31; Mk 

6:1,29,35,41,45; Mk 7:2,17; Mk 8:1,4,6,10,27,33-34; Mk 9:14,28,31; Mk 10:10,13,23,46; Mk 11:1,14; 

Mk 12:43; Mk 13:1; Mk 14:12-13,16,32; Mk 16:7; Lu 5:30; Lu 6:1,13,17,20; Lu 7:11,19; Lu 8:9,22; Lu 

9:14,18,43,54; Lu 10:23; Lu 11:1; Lu 12:1,22; Lu 16:1; Lu 18:15; Lu 19:29; Lu 20:45; Lu 22:39,45; Joh 

1:35; Joh 2:2,11-12,17,22; Joh 3:22; Joh 4:2,8,27,31; Joh 6:3,8,12,16,22,24,60-61,66; Joh 9:2,27; Joh 

11:7-8,12,54; Joh 12:4,16; Joh 13:23; Joh 16:17,29; Joh 18:1-2,19,25; Joh 20:26,30; Joh 21:2,14)  

“My disciples” (Mt 26:18; Mk 14:14; Lu 22:11; Joh 8:31; Joh 13:35; Joh 15:8) 

“Thy disciples” (Mt 9:14; Mt 12:2; Mt 15:2; Mt 17:16; Mk 2:18; Mk 7:5; Mk 9:18; Lu 9:40; Lu 19:39; 

Joh 7:3) 

“His twelve disciples.” (Mt 10:1; Mt 11:1; Lu 9:1).  

“Disciple (μᾰθητής, οῦ, ὁ, (μανθάνω)) - A student, pupil, or learner. In the New Testament it is used for 

Jesus’ followers. Often references “the Twelve” but also indicates a wider group of followers.”3  

Disciple generally refers to the relationship of a student to that of his Rabi/teacher/Master. 

“Apostle (ἀπόστολος, apostolos). Someone, or something, sent. Derived from the verb “to send out” 

(ἀποστέλλειν, apostellein). In the New Testament, usually refers to someone sent as an authorized agent 

by Jesus or the Christian community (Mt 10:2; 2 Cor 8:23; Heb 3:1).”4 

  

The Greek words used for apostle convey two notions: one of sending or dispatching (apostolos) and two, 

the idea of commissioning someone with divine authorization (apostello). This would not have been a 

foreign or difficult model to follow. The Hebrews were very familiar with the task of an envoy. An 

envoy, to the Jews, refers to “one who has been authorized to carry out certain functions on behalf of 

another.” A well-known Jewish adage is “a man’s envoy is as himself.” 

So, the word “apostle” defines a person in terms of their purpose or mission, while a disciple gives 

emphasis to the person's relationship to a teacher. 

In the case of the 12 apostles, all of them are disciples of the teacher, Jesus. However, not all disciples are 

apostles!  

 
3 Dan Nässelqvist, “Disciple,” ed. John D. Barry et al., The Lexham Bible Dictionary (Bellingham, WA: Lexham 

Press, 2016). 

4 Dan Nässelqvist, “Apostle,” ed. John D. Barry et al., The Lexham Bible Dictionary (Bellingham, WA: Lexham 

Press, 2016). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/lbd?hw=Disciple
https://ref.ly/logosres/lbd?hw=Apostle


W H A T  D O E S  I T  M E A N  T O  B E  A N  A P O S T L E ?  

The word apostle carries the meaning of a ship or group of ships that are sent out on a marine expedition. 

For example, the “Nina, Pinta and Santa Maria”, were three ships sent from Spain to discover new lands. 

It can also be applied to the leader of such an expedition. 

Christ’s apostles were chosen, called, numbered, and named by Jesus.  

Jesus said.  

“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that 

your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.” (Jn 

15:16).  

Jesus called His Apostles: 

Mark 3:13 And he went up on the mountain and called to him those whom he desired, and they came to 

him. 14 And he appointed twelve (whom he also named apostles) so that they might be with him and he 

might send them out to preach. 

Twelve people, some brothers, family, friends, and strangers were appointed by Jesus to be His envoys. 

They are named in Mt 10:2-4; Mk 13:17-19; Lk 6:12-19. 

In the KJV, we find the word “apostle” used in 59 verses, 60 times (Mt 10:2; Mk 6:30; Lu 6:13; Lu 9:10; 

Lu 11:49; Lu 17:5; Lu 22:14; Lu 24:10; Ac 1:2,26; Ac 2:37,42-43; Ac 4:33,35-37; Ac 5:2,12,18,29,34,40; 

Ac 6:6; Ac 8:1,14,18; Ac 9:27; Ac 11:1; Ac 14:4,14; Ac 15:2,4,6,22-23,33; Ac 16:4; Ro 16:7; 1Co 4:9; 

1Co 9:5; 1Co 12:28-29; 1Co 15:7,9; 2Co 11:5,13; 2Co 12:11; Ga 1:17,19; Eph 2:20; Eph 3:5; Eph 4:11; 

1Th 2:6; 2Pe 3:2; Jude 17; Re 2:2; Re 18:20; Re 21:14) 

From among the great crowds that followed Jesus, He picked twelve in whom He would invest His 

teaching and time.  

The apostles (Jewish men) abandoned everything to follow Jesus. They took no provisions for their 

journeys, received no pay, and were, for the most part, common and uneducated men. (Mt 19:27; Lk 9:3-

5; Mt 10:8; Acts 4:13).  

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus sends out the Twelve instructing them on their mission: 

5 These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, “Go nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no town of 

the Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

7 And proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 

8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You received without paying; give 

without pay. 

9 Acquire no gold or silver or copper for your belts, 10 no bag for your journey, or two tunics or sandals 

or a staff, for the laborer deserves his food. 

11 And whatever town or village you enter, find out who is worthy in it and stay there until you depart. 

12 As you enter the house, greet it. 

13 And if the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it, but if it is not worthy, let your peace return 

to you. 

14 And if anyone will not receive you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet when you 

leave that house or town. 



• They were commissioned to the “lost sheep of the House of Israel”  

• They proclaimed the “Kingdom of God/heaven is at hand” (Lk 9:2; Mt 10:7).  

• They were to “heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons” (Mt 10:8). 

• They were to totally trust Jesus by not taking money, food, clothes, shoes, or staff. 

• They were to totally trust Jesus by trusting those who would receive their message. 

The Apostles were to be witnesses to his resurrection. Jesus died on a cross, was buried, and rose from the 

dead on the third day. Jesus “presented himself to them: 

Acts 1:3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during 

forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

Later, Jesus commissioned the Apostles to take the Gospel to the world: 

Mark 16:15 And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation. 

Each of the synoptic Gospels5 lists the twelve with some variation. (Mt 10:2-4; Mk 3:16-19; Lk 6:13-16 

and in the Acts of the Apostles, Acts 1:13, 26). See Attachment B – List of the Twelve.  

While the focus of this study is centered on the original 12, there are others in the Bible that are referred 

to as Apostles, the most notable would be Paul. 

Since the New Testament (NT) is centered on Christ and the Church, information concerning these men, 

as found in the Scriptures, is limited. It is important that we research the Bible first and foremost 

concerning these men. However, there are some historical writings that we can look at to help us 

understand them. For example, it is impossible to find the way each of the twelve died, but church 

historians shed some light on most of them. History never trumps the Bible, but where the Bible is silent, 

it is imperative that we seek out historical documents in our research. 

W H A T  A R E  T H E  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  F O R  B E I N G  A N  A P O S T L E ?  

As previously defined, the word, “apostle” can be defined broadly as a messenger, an envoy, a delegate, 

or one commissioned by another to represent him. In most cases, the use of the word “apostle” in the 

Bible refers to a specific calling and office within the New Testament Church and is associated with 

certain descriptions, qualifications, and parameters.  

In general, we get the Biblical qualifications from two sources: the selection of Mathias to replace Judas, 

and the selection of Paul. In general, they were men who could perform miracles and bear personal 

witness to the resurrected Christ. 

Acts 1:21-22 says: 

Acts 1:21 Wherefore of these men which have companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went 

in and out among us, 22 Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up 

from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection. 

From this list of qualifications, we see that Apostles found it imperative that Judas’ replacement to have 

been a companion “all the time of Jesus ministry.” The applicant must have been with them from the time 

 
5 The Bible’s four gospels paint four portraits of Jesus. While each gospel follows him on the same journey, they 

recount it a little differently. They had their own methods, styles, purposes, audiences, and (probably) sources—

making each portrait of Jesus uniquely valuable. 

Despite their unique qualities, the first three gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke—share many of the same accounts 

of Christ, often shared in the same order and with the same wording. Because of their similar perspectives on Jesus' 

ministry, together they’re known as the synoptic gospels. (The word “synoptic” comes from the Greek word 

synoptikos, meaning “able to be seen together.”) Zondervan Academic 

 



of Jesus baptism by John the Baptist, personally attest to seeing Jesus in His resurrected body (Acts 4:33) 

and continued with them until His ascension to heaven. 

Another qualification would include performing miracles. It was Jesus who gave the Apostles power to 

perform miracles and this would be evidence of their Apostleship. 

Paul included both qualifications to his readers in 1 Corinthians 9:1 and II Corinthians 12:12. 

1 Corinthians 9:1 Am I not an apostle? am I not free? have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? are not ye 

my work in the Lord? 

2 Corinthians 12:12 Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in signs, and 

wonders, and mighty deeds.  

For this discussion, let us consider the word “apostle” in such a context and ask ourselves: are there 

apostles today? Do any people today who claim such a title truly meet the Biblical qualifications for that 

office? 

T H R E E  P H A S E S  –  D I S C I P L E ,  F O L L O W E R ,  A N D  A P O S T L E  

Often, we think of the disciples meeting Jesus for the first time and everything changed for the twelve. 

However, if we closely look at the narrative of the Bible, we see that there were three phases for most of 

them. 

1. The first phase is that they became believers in His message. Only some are mentioned in the 

early stages of being with Jesus in His early ministry. The Gospel of John lets us in on some of 

the early activities of Jesus and His disciples: the marriage in Cana, at Passover, visiting the 

ministry of John the Baptist, to name a few. 

2. The second phase is where the disciple of Christ is called by Him to be a “follower.” Peter and 

Andrew “straightway left their nets and followed him” (Mt 4:20). James and John 

“immediately left the ship and their father and followed him” (Mt 4:22). Matthew left his 

position of tax collector and followed Him” (Mk 2:14; Lk 5:27). The second phase is where 

they gave up their old life and became fulltime followers of Jesus. 

Belief in the Message of the Christ did not necessarily mean a full surrender of their lives. Joining Jesus 

in His life required fully releasing their old lives to follow Him. This is a major factor in the difference 

between being a disciple and becoming an Apostle. 

Note: As we are not privileged to have the narrative for the calling of each Apostle, there may be 

instances where the first and second phases happen simultaneously. 

3. The last phase moves from being a follower to one who is receiving intensive teaching, 

training and being used as a preacher of the Gospel of Jesus. Hand selected from all the 

disciples, these twelve went through a “spiritual boot camp” in preparation of changing the 

world. 

H O W  M A N Y  A P O S T L E S  W E R E  T H E R E ?  

It comes as quite a surprise when believers find that there are more than 12 Apostles identified in the 

Bible. We have seen the 12 that Jesus selected while on the earth. 

• We know that the 11 Apostles selected a replacement for Judas, Matthias. 

• James the half-brother of Jesus is identified as an Apostle (Galatians 1:19 and Acts 15) 

• Paul, became an Apostle upon his conversion as “one born out of due time” (1 Corinthians 

15:8-11) 

• Barnabas was named as an Apostle, Acts 14:1-14 



• Apollos – 1 Corinthians 4:6-9 

• Many more are listed, however, our goal for this study will be on the original 12 plus Matthias 

and Paul. 

The writer of Hebrews identified Jesus as an Apostle:  

Hebrews 3:1, “Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and 

High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;”  

W H O  W E R E  T H E S E  D I S C I P L E S / A P O S T L E S ?  

We have four lists of the apostles, one by each of the synoptic evangelists (Mt 10:2-4; Mk 3:16-19; Lk 

6:13-16; Acts 1:13,26) No two of these lists, however, perfectly coincide. Our Lord gave them the "keys 

of the kingdom," and by the gift of his Spirit fitted them to be the founders and governors of his church 

(Jn 14:16,17,26; 15:26,27; 16:7-15)  

Unlearned men 

Acts 4:13 “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned 

and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.”  

Selection of the disciples/Apostles  

Mt 4:18-22 “And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and 

Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. And he saith unto them, Follow me, 

and I will make you fishers of men. And they straightway left their nets, and followed him. And going on 

from thence, he saw other two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with 

Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and he called them. And they immediately left the ship and 

their father, and followed him.”  

Mt 9:9 “And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of 

custom: and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he arose, and followed him.”  

Jn 1:43 “The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and findeth Philip, and saith unto him, 

Follow me.”  

(Mt 4:18-22; 9:9,10; 10:2-4; Mk 3:13-19; Lk 6:13-16; Jn 1:43)  

W H A T  W A S  T H E I R  P U R P O S E ?  

Preach the Gospel to Preach, Teach and Baptize the Nations 

Sent first to the house of Israel - (Mt 10:5,6; Lk 24:47; Acts 13:46)  

Later, sent to preach the gospel to all nations - (Mt 28:19,20; Mk 16:15; 2 Ti 1:11)  

They Would Have Power to Do Miracles 

Power and authority over devils, cure diseases, heal the sick - Lk 9:1-6; Jn 20:21-23; Ac 2:4. 

Totally give themselves to prayer and the ministry of the word 

Ac 6:4 “But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.”  



W H A T  W E R E  T H E  P R E R E Q U I S I T E S  T O  B E  A N  A P O S T L E ?  

1. They must have been called by Christ - (Mt 10:1; Mk 3:13; Ac 20:24; Rm 1:5)  

2. They must have been with Jesus during His ministry beginning from the baptism of Jesus until 

His ascension  

3. Witnesses of the resurrection and ascension of Christ - (Lk 24:33-41,51; Ac 1:2-9; 21-22; 

10:40,41; 1 Co 5:8) 

4. Christ must have called them to that office (Lk 6:13) 

5. Empowered to work miracles (Mt 10:1,8; Mk 16:20; Lk 9:1; Ac 2:43) 

The apostles therefore could have had no successors. 

The office of an apostle ceased with its first holders.  

 


