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PAUL’S FIRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY 

INTRODUCTION 

This is the first of the “Pastoral Epistles” of the Apostle Paul. The pastoral epistles are the next books in 

the canon of the New Testament: Paul wrote two to his young apprentices that were charged with the 

oversight of churches. Paul wrote two to Timothy and one to Timothy. These are referred to as 1 

Timothy, 2 Timothy and Titus. 

First Timothy is the first recorded letter to a young pastor by the name of Timothy. The epistle is one of 

encouragement and admonishes him to guard against false doctrine. The letter includes Timothy to guard 

public worship and to develop leadership in Timothy. Therefore, much of this epistle concerns itself with 

pastoral conduct. All pastors are very familiar with 1 Timothy as Paul explains the qualifications for the 

office of bishop (pastor) and for deacons. 

Timothy 

Timothy (Gr. Timotheos) was a native of Lystra and a companion of Paul. It is interesting that Timothy 

was a third generation Christian, Grandmother (Lois) and mother (Eunice). In the Greek Timotheous is 

the combination of two Greek words meaning to “honor, reverence” and God (theos), therefore his name 

means “Honoring God” or “Honored by God.”  

Timothy was the son of a Greek father (not named) and a Jewish mother named Eunice (2Ti 1:5). This 

union would have been greatly disfavored by those living in Lystra. I believe that Timothy’s mother may 

have been a widow as the father’s name is not given nor is spoken of anywhere.  

To understand Paul’s role in the life of Timothy, it is made clear in Paul’s introduction to the epistle, 

“Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our Father and Jesus Christ 

our Lord” (1Ti 1:2) and 2Ti 1:2 “my dearly beloved son.” 

We are introduced to Timothy by Luke in the Acts of the Apostles. Paul travels to Derbe and Lystra and 

he finds a “disciple” named Timotheus (Ac 16:1). Timothy became Paul and Silas’ companion on Paul’s 

second missionary journey. During this time, Timothy becomes Paul’s apostolic courier and agent to the 

church at Ephesus. 

Consider this epistle as Paul’s instruction for Timothy while Timothy was ministering to the church at 

Ephesus. 

AUTHOR 

This letter of encouragement and instruction was universally accepted by the early church as the work of 

the Apostle Paul and up until 200 years ago was wholly accepted by the church. There have been some 

issues raised that would deny Paul writing these Pastoral Epistles. However, there is no serious challenge 

to his authorship. 
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DATE 

Paul probably wrote this letter to Timothy in the early 60s AD. Paul uses language to suggest that he 

wrote the letter from Macedonia while Timothy was in Ephesus (1Ti 1:3). “Paul wrote to help Timothy 

respond to a dangerous false teaching that threatened the churches of the area.”1  

Like several of Paul’s letters, The postscript, found mainly in the King James Version of the Bible says, 

“The first to Timothy was written from Laodicea, which is the chiefest city of Phrygia Pacatiana.” Almost 

all modern translations do not include these “notes” to the text. 

Note: It is generally considered that this letter was written after Paul was released from his first 

imprisonment in Rome and his second imprisonment which led to his execution. We believe that Paul was 

executed under Caesar Nero (68 AD), therefore, it makes sense that 1 Timothy was written before that 

date. So, a date of early or mid-60s AD is a good place to put the date. 

AUDIENCE 

Timothy, “my own son in the faith” (1Ti 1:2) and “my dearly beloved son” (2Ti 1:2) 

THEME 

The theme of 1 Timothy is that the gospel leads to practical, visible change in the lives of those who 

believe it. It is often thought that the theme is church order, but the discussion of church offices is simply 

a piece of the larger argument that the true gospel, in contrast to false teaching, will always lead to 

godliness in its adherents.2 

PURPOSE AND CONTENT 

Paul was nearing his imminent death by Rome. Paul uses his time wisely and wrote to Timothy and Titus 

to live out their faith and teaching as he had taught them. Paul hones in on false teaching and identifying 

the destructive and hurtful consequences it would have on the congregations they were “overseeing.” 

Timothy is facing the heavy burden of responsibility as he ministers in Ephesus. Not only does he write to 

support Timothy in his ministry to the congregation, but Paul also speaks of the proper conduct of the 

bishop/minister. Timothy was a young pastor and his age must be an strength and advantage in his 

ministry rather than a liability and disadvantage (1Ti 4:12). 

Paul encouraged him to pursue, “righteousness, godliness, faith, love patience, meekness. Fight the good 

fight of faith, hold on to eternal life and profess a good profession before many witnesses.” (1Ti 6:11-12) 

Timothy was to keep these things “without spot, unrebukable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus 

Christ: keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of 

science falsely so called which some professing have erred concerning the faith.” (1Ti 6:14, 20-21) 

KEY THOUGHT/CENTRAL MESSAGE 

The ESV Study Bible breaks the “Key Themes” 

 

1 Charles L. Quarles, “1 Timothy,” in CSB Apologetics Study Bible, ed. Ted Cabal (Nashville, TN: Holman Bible 

Publishers, 2017), 1505. 

2 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 2322. 
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1. The gospel produces holiness in the lives of believers, and there is no legitimate separation 

between belief and behavior. Thus, those who profess faith but do not demonstrate any progress 

in godliness should question their spiritual state. 1Ti 1:5; 2:8–15; 3:1–16; 4:6–16; 5:4–6, 8; 6:3–5, 

11–14, 18–19 

2. Worldwide evangelization is essential and is rooted in God’s own evangelistic desire. 1Ti 1:15; 

2:1–7; 3:16; 4:10 

3. One key evidence of reception of the gospel is proper behavior in corporate worship (evangelistic 

prayer, unity, modesty, and submission). 1Ti 2:1–15 

4. Church leaders should be people whose lives are shaped by the gospel. 1Ti 3:1–13; 4:6–16 

5. Appropriate honor is a key element in how Christians should relate to one another in the church. 

1Ti 5:1–6:2 

6. The created order (e.g., wealth) is good and is to be appreciated, though not worshiped. 1Ti 4:4–

5; 6:17–19 

7. It is important to labor for the purity and preservation of the gospel. 1Ti 1:3–7, 18–20; 4:6–16; 

6:2b–3, 12, 20–21 

OLD TESTAMENT CONNECTIONS 

First Timothy Old Testament 

1Ti 2:2 Ezra 6:10 

1Ti 2:4 Ezek 18:23 

1Ti 2:13 Gen 1:27; 2:8, 18, 22 

1Ti 2:14 Gen 3:6, 13 

1Ti 4:3 Dan 11:37 

1Ti 4:4 Gen 1:31 

1Ti 4:5 Gen 1:25, 31 

1Ti 4:8 Ps 37:4, 9, 11; 84:11; 112:2; 145:19; Pr 19:23; 22:4 

1Ti 5:1 Lev 19:32 

1Ti 5:4 Gen 45:9-11 

1Ti 5:6 Ezek 16:49 

1Ti 5:10 Gen 18:4 

1Ti 5:17 Deut 21:17 

1Ti 5:18 Deut 24:15; 25:4 

1Ti 5:19 Deut 19:15 

1Ti 5:23 Ps 104:15 

1Ti 5:25 Ps 37:6; Pr 10:9 

1Ti 6:1 Is 52:5 

1Ti 6:6 Ps 37:16; Pr 15:16; 16:8 

1Ti 6:7 Job 1:21; Ps 49:17; Ecc 5:15 

1Ti 6:8 Gen 28:20; Pr 30:8 

1Ti 6:9 Pr 15:27; 23:4; 28:20 

1Ti 6:10 Ex 23:8; Deut 16:19 

THE KEYS 

Key Verse/s 

1 Timothy 1:15 (KJV) This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus 

came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. 
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1 Timothy 2:5 (KJV) For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man 

Christ Jesus; 6 Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time. 

Requirements to be a bishop/pastor found in 1Ti 3:1-7 

Requirements to be a deacon found in 1Ti 3:8-13 

Key Word/s & Phrases 

Jesus 1Ti 1:1-2, 12, 14-16; 2:5; 3:13; 4:6; 5:21; 6:3, 13-14 

Christ 1Ti 1:1-2, 12, 14-16; 2:5, 7; 3:13; 4:6; 5:11, 21; 6:3, 13-14 

God 1Ti 1:1-2, 11, 17; 2:3, 5; 3:5, 15-16; 4:3-5, 10; 5:4-5, 21; 6:1, 11, 

13, 17 

Lord 1Ti 1:1-2, 12, 14; 5:21; 6:3, 14-15 

Grace 1Ti 1:2, 14; 6:21 

Love 1Ti 1:14; 6:10-11 

Law 1Ti 1:7-9 

Charge 1Ti 1:3, 18; 5:7, 21; 6:13, 17 

Mediator 1Ti 2:5 

Women 1Ti 2:9-10; 5:2, 14 

Godliness 1Ti 2:2, 10; 3:16; 4:7-8; 6:3, 5-6, 11 

OUTLINE3 

1. Prologue 1:1, 2 

2. The church of God 1:3–3:16 

a. Its doctrine 1:3–20 

b. Its worship 2:1–15 

c. Its leadership 3:1–16  

3. The ministry of a pastor 4:1–6:19 

a. His walk 4:1–16 

b. His work 5:1–6:19 

4. Final words 6:20, 21  

 

3 King James Version Study Bible, electronic ed. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997). 


