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PAUL’S EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS 

INTRODUCTION 

It has been said that, “The most profound discussion about the most profound subject in all 

the Scripture – God’s plan and purpose for saving sinners.” 

Martin Luther wrote concerning the importance of the book of Romans: 

"This letter is truly the most important piece in the New Testament. It is purest 

Gospel. It is well worth a Christian's while not only to memorize it word for word 

but also to occupy himself with it daily, as though it were the daily bread of the 

soul. It is impossible to read or to meditate on this letter too much or too well. The 

more one deals with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes "1 

Even the most casual Bible student is aware that the Roman government was the power for 

nearly all the then known world in the first century. As Christianity was in its birth, countries had 

been conquered by Rome and turned into Roman Provinces. Each Province was a territorial 

subdivision and the seat for administrative purposes. In this way, the wishes of Rome’s emperor 

or senate would be carried out throughout the Empire. Each province was governed by Roman 

appointed leadership, counsels, governors, and Pretorian Guards. In 63 BC, General Pompey 

captured Jerusalem. The Roman Province of Judaea was ruled by a local appointed king and 

allowed to continue observing their religious practices. 

Therefore, Rome was the imperial city, and for all intents and purposes, the city of Rome was 

the center of wealth, commerce, guidance, as well as civil and military power in the world. 

This is the environment in which Paul’s epistle to the believers in Rome was written. And it is 

the most organized and systematic of his epistles as he reasons through many important 

theological issues. 

The cornerstone of Paul’s argument to the church in Rome was the Gospel, and more 

specifically, “justification through faith” (Rm 1:6-4:25)  

Note: First Corinthians and Romans are the longest of Paul’s epistles. Each contain 16 

chapters. First Corinthians contains four more verses than Romans, 433 to 437. It is also 

interesting that only forty more words are found in First Corinthians, 9422 to 9462. 

AUTHOR 

There is no argument that the Apostle Paul is the author of the Epistle to the Romans. 

Romans 1:1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called [to be] an apostle, separated unto 

the gospel of God, (KJV) 

The letter was written from Greece in the city of Corinth. 

 

1 Martin Luther, Preface to the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans 
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The Apostle Paul used a scribe (amanuensis2) named Tertius to write his dictation (Rm 

16:22). Paul then entrusted Phebe, who lived in Cenchreae3, to hand deliver the letter to the 

congregation in Rome. 

Paul includes that he is staying with Gaius, his host, who was a member of the church at 

Corinth (1Cor 1:14). The Apostle John wrote an epistle to Gaius who was highly esteemed by 

the early church (3Jn 1) 

Paul also includes a greeting from a man named Erastus who is the city treasurer (Ac 19:22; 

Rm 16:23; 2Ti 4:20). 

Even though Paul had not yet visited Rome, he encouraged the church there that he has plans 

on travel back to Jerusalem “to minister to the saints”, then “I take my journey into Spain,” “I 

will come to you” in Rome (Rm 15:24-25) 

This itinerary, along with the Corinthian origin of the letter, may be linked to 

Luke’s narrative in the book of Acts. In Acts 20:2–3 Paul spent three months in 

Greece (as promised in 1 Cor 16:6; see also 2 Cor 13:1, 10) before traveling to 

Jerusalem. Paul announces that he has finished his missionary labors from 

Jerusalem to Illyricum (north of Greece in the Balkans; Rom 15:19–23)—the 

geographical targets of the missionary journeys narrated in Acts. Therefore, 

Romans may be dated in conjunction with chronologies based on Acts. Acts 18:12–

17 narrates Paul’s trial before the Roman proconsul Gallio in Corinth; the trial can 

be dated by means of the renowned Gallio inscription to the summer of ad 51 (Das, 

Galatians, 43–45). Paul returned to Antioch from Corinth before setting out again 

on another round of missionary labors, including a two-year stint in Ephesus (Acts 

19:10) before arriving in Corinth (Acts 20:2–3). The intervening travel and the two 

years in Ephesus between Paul’s departure from Corinth and subsequent return 

indicate that his letter to the Romans would be, at the very earliest, in ad 54. Most 

scholars therefore date the letter between ad 55 and 58.4 

DATE 

The epistle to the Romans was most likely written during the mid- to late 50s and was sent 

from Corinth. There was a great unrest over taxation under Nero and came to a head at around 

55-58 AD.5 

Paul was brought to this city a prisoner, where he remained for two years (Acts 

28:30, 31) “in his own hired house.” While here, Paul wrote his epistles to the 

Philippians, to the Ephesians, to the Colossians, to Philemon, and probably also to 

the Hebrews. He had during these years for companions Luke and Aristarchus (Acts 

 

2 Amanuensis – Latin, literally “a slave with secretarial duties.” Through the years, the definition changed to “a 

person employed to take dictation or acted as a scribe and copied manuscripts.” 
3 A municipality and seaport in the city of Corinth 
4 A. Andrew Das, “Romans, Letter to the,” ed. John D. Barry et al., The Lexham Bible Dictionary (Bellingham, 

WA: Lexham Press, 2016). 

5 Tacitus, Annals, 13.50–52 

https://ref.ly/logosres/lbd?art=romans.2c_letter_to_the.outline_of_romans&off=1390&ctx=or%2c+Place%2c+and+Date%0a~Paul+identifies+hims
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27:2), Timothy (Phil. 1:1; Col. 1:1), Tychicus (Eph. 6:21), Epaphroditus (Phil. 

4:18), and John Mark (Col. 4:10).6 

For this study, we will set the date as 57 AD. 

PURPOSE AND CONTENT 

The Apostle Paul had not visited Rome as he penned this letter (1:10, 13; 15:14, 22–23; 16:5). 

Most of the doctrine and theology found in this book was a result of eyewitnesses of the work. 

Therefore, the Apostle’s method was to instruct the believers in the faith, meaning he had to 

introduce them to theology, missions, apologetics, and do it with the watch care of being a pastor 

that they do not know, except by reputation. 

In the introduction, Paul takes the time to personally introduce himself to the church. Paul 

begins by giving a personal and theological introduction. He refers to himself as a bondservant of 

Christ, yet an apostle (1:1). He discusses his commission from Christ to go to the nations (1:5). 

He describes that even though he has not met them, he prays without ceasing for them (1:9, 10), 

his work in other places has produced fruit (1:13–15), and he is not ashamed of the Gospel of 

Christ (1:16).  

AUDIENCE 

The destination of this epistle is the believers in Rome (Romans 1:7). This church most likely 

saw its beginning by “strangers of Rome” (Ac 2:10) returning from Jerusalem during the Feast of 

Pentecost and the Apostle Peter’s Gospel presentation. 

In this epistle, Paul speaks to both Jews and Gentiles. For example: 

To the Jews - “I am speaking to those who know the law” (7:1), “if you call yourself a Jew 

and rely on the law” (2:17), “we Jews” (3:9).  

To the Gentiles - “Now I am speaking to you Gentiles” (11:13), “the rest of the Gentiles” 

(1:13).  

Clearly the church in Rome was a mixture of Jews and Gentiles as Paul includes both Jewish 

and Gentile readers during his arguments: chapters 1–3 and 9–11.  

By the time of Paul’s letter, the house churches in Rome had been in existence “these many 

years.” (Rm 15:22-23) 

OUTLINE 

I. Righteousness Revealed Gospel Rm 1:1-17 

II. Righteousness Obsolete Sin Rm 1:18-3:20 

III. Righteousness Made Justification Rm 3:21-5:21 

IV. Righteousness Attained Sanctification Rm 6-8 

V. Righteousness eNlarged Worldwide Rm 9-11 

 

6 M. G. Easton, Easton’s Bible Dictionary (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1893). 



Survey of the New Testament 

4 

 

VI. Righteousness Spread Service Rm 15-167 

KEY THOUGHT/CENTRAL MESSAGE 

I believe that the central message and the key thought of this epistle is summed up in the first 

chapter. Salvation is offered through the work of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Romans 1:16-17For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for 

salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the 

righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous 

shall live by faith.” 

OLD TESTAMENT CONNECTIONS 

Paul uses several Old Testament people and events as illustrations of the glorious 

truths in the Book of Romans. Abraham believed and righteousness was imputed 

to him by his faith, not by his works (Romans 4:1-5). In Romans 4:6-9, Paul refers 

to David who reiterated the same truth: “Blessed are they whose transgressions are 

forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will never 

count against him." Paul uses Adam to explain to the Romans the doctrine of 

inherited sin, and he uses the story of Sarah and Isaac, the child of promise, to 

illustrate the principle of Christians being the children of the promise of the divine 

grace of God through Christ. In chapters 9–11, Paul recounts the history of the 

nation of Israel and declares that God has not completely and finally rejected Israel 

(Romans 11:11-12), but has allowed them to “stumble” only until the full number 

of the Gentiles will be brought to salvation.8 

THEOLOGICAL THEMES 

After the rather lengthy introduction, the next eleven (11) chapters delve into the doctrine of 

Justification by faith (Romans 1:16-11:36). Paul bases his argument on the “ground of the 

imputed righteousness of Christ. He shows that salvation is all of grace, and only of grace.”9 

Paul’s letter to the Romans is regarded as Paul’s greatest example of his theology. For 

example Paul discusses the following: 

• sin and judgment (1:18–3:20; 7:7–25) 

• righteousness (3:1–4:12; 5:17–21; 6:15–20; 9:30–10:13) 

• salvation (3:21–26; 5:1–11; 6:1–7:6; 8:1–39) 

• faith (3:21–4:25) 

• the death and resurrection of Christ (3:21–26; 5:6–21; 6:1–11; 8:1–4) 

• the law (3:27–4:25; 7:7–25) 

• the Holy Spirit (8:1–27) 

 

7 Bucknell, Paul J., The Bible Teacher’s Commentary, 

https://www.foundationsforfreedom.net/References/NT/Pauline/Romans/Romans00Intro.html 
8 https://www.gotquestions.org/Book-of-Romans.html 

9 M. G. Easton, Easton’s Bible Dictionary (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1893). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/eastons?hw=Romans%2c+Epistle+to+the&off=2154&ctx=(1%3a16%E2%80%9311%3a36)+on+the+~ground+of+the+impute
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• the role and status of Israel (9:1–11:36) 

• obedience and self-sacrificial love (12:1–15:13).10 

 

10 A. Andrew Das, “Romans, Letter to the,” ed. John D. Barry et al., The Lexham Bible Dictionary (Bellingham, 

WA: Lexham Press, 2016). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/lbd?hw=Romans%2c+Letter+to+the&off=22&ctx=MANS%2c+LETTER+TO+THE+~The+longest+and%E2%80%94sinc

