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Philippians 2:25-30 I have thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus my brother 

and fellow worker and fellow soldier, and your messenger and minister to my need, 26 

for he has been longing for you all and has been distressed because you heard that he 

was ill. 27 Indeed he was ill, near to death. But God had mercy on him, and not only on 

him but on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow. 28 I am the more eager to 

send him, therefore, that you may rejoice at seeing him again, and that I may be less 

anxious. 29 So receive him in the Lord with all joy, and honor such men, 30 for he 

nearly died for the work of Christ, risking his life to complete what was lacking in your 

service to me. 

Introduction 

The Philippians had sent Epaphroditus to deliver gifts for Paul and look after him in prison. Now, due to 

the Philippians’ alarm over news that Epaphroditus had taken ill, Paul is sending him back to Philippi 

(with this letter).1 

 

EPAPHRODITUS, THE 2ND EXAMPLE OF SERVANTHOOD 

I have thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus my brother and fellow worker 

and fellow soldier, and your messenger and minister to my need,  

In this great letter of joy and rejoicing, the Apostle Paul now turns his attention to Epaphroditus. 

In studying the Bible, one of the keys is to look for “lists.” This is often helpful when understanding the 

passage of the Bible that you are examining and researching. 

Character Study of Epaphroditus 

Paul sent Epaphroditus to the Philippians (2:25) 

 Timothy was Paul’s son, Epaphroditus was his “brother” (2:25). Paul uses an interesting word for 

brother which in the Greek literally means “the womb” referring to a “near or far” brother. 

 Fellow worker in the field (2:25). A companion in labor, working together for one purpose. 

 Fellow soldier (2:25). A “co-campaigner” referring to the association in the Christian toil. 

 Philippians messenger (2:25). It is interesting to me that Paul uses the Greek word “apostolos”, 

where we get the word “Apostle.” In the Greek it means a delegate, one who speaks in the place of 

another. In Christianity it means “an ambassador for Gospel of Christ. 

 Minister/servant of Paul’s need (2:25) 

 Probably the scribe and bearer of this letter. (4:23) 

 
1 John D. Barry et al., Faithlife Study Bible (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2012, 2016), Php 2:25. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/fsb?ref=Bible.Php2.25&off=7&ctx=from+prison.%0a2%3a25+++~The+Philippians+had+
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THE ILLNESS OF EPAPHRODITUS 

26 for he has been longing for you all and has been distressed because you heard that 

he was ill. 27 Indeed he was ill, near to death. But God had mercy on him, and not only 

on him but on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow. 

How fortunate we are to be living in the year of our Lord, 2020. We stand on the shoulders of centuries of 

scientific, medical, and technological progress that is changing so quickly that we forget what life used to 

be like. I remember watching the lunar landing and thinking how far we have come from President 

Kennedy’s vision of space travel. 

As a child, I remember standing in line to receive my “sugar cube laced with a polio vaccine.” I 

remember being laid up for days with the mumps, chicken pox, and other childhood maladies. 

I remember Linda receiving the news that she would succumb to cancer within a couple of years and that 

was thirty years ago. 

For our discussion today, let us look at the giant strides in the area of medicine, for example. No matter 

where you live today in the USA, we still have access to medications that can fight viruses, and cure 

ailments that just 60 years ago would be like receiving a death sentence. 

The strides in the medical area have made us so accustomed to people recovering from an illness that we 

are shocked when it either takes to long or that the condition overtakes a person. 

Not so in the first century. It was all too common that when a person was seriously ill, that they did not 

recover. And that is where we find Epaphroditus in this passage. A gift from the church in Philippi, was 

carried by Epaphroditus to an imprisoned Paul in Rome (Ph 4:18). It was during the time of the trip and 

the plans for his return to Philippi that Epaphroditus fell ill and this illness is included in this epistle 

(2:25-26). In verse 27, we are introduced to the severity of the illness, “Indeed he was ill, near to death.” 

THE JOY OF SENDING EPAPHRODITUS 

Paul does not dwell on this as he is full of joy and rejoicing in that “God had mercy on him.” The people 

of the first century rarely recovered from severe illnesses and the news of Epaphroditus illness brought 

“distress” to the church at Philippi (2:26). 

Paul does not dwell on how this healing was accomplished, but he alludes to God’s intervention. Paul 

declares that the healing of Epaphroditus was for the benefit of Paul as well, “and not only on him but on 

me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow.” (2:27) 

In these two verses, we have an insiders look at the relationship that existed between Paul, the church at 

Philippi, and Epaphroditus. The church was distraught over the illness of Epaphroditus, but I imagine it 

was more so for Paul. He is imprisoned and “bad news” was the order of the day and the death of 

Epaphroditus would bring “sorrow upon sorrow” to Paul.  

No wonder Paul is rejoicing. 

As we have looked at the second chapter, it is clear that Paul planed on sending both Timothy and 

Epaphroditus to the church at Philippi. It is also clear to me, that Timothy would be sent to them when the 

final verdict on Paul’s life would be decided, and the epistle that we are reading would be carried to the 

church so that they would know of Paul’s message and promise of hope to them. 

Conclusion 

There is great joy and rejoicing with Christian relationships. No wonder we are commanded to have 

fellowship, one with another. We Need It. 


