
1  

T H A D D A E U S / L E B B A E U S / J U D E / J U D A S  

P E R S O N A L  I N F O R M A T I O N :  

Nickname/Other:  

Thaddaeus – uncertain origin; (Mt 10:3; Mk 3:18). Matthew informs us that Thaddaeus is the surname of 

Lebbaeus. These two words have the same signification in Hebrew. 

In Aramaic, Thaddaeus and Lebbaeus have the same meaning: “beloved” or “dear to the heart.” 

Jude/Judas 

In the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles, Luke refers to him as “Judas the brother of James.” 

(Lk 6:16). Judas is of Hebrew origin, Ioúdas, and is commonly translated as “Judas” or “Jude” or 

“Judah.” The slight difference in spelling are common in the scripture and even today’s society. 

Note: Since Thaddaeus or Lebbaeus do not show up in the writings and lists of the Apostles in Luke’s 

accounts, we can derive that the Judas that Luke lists is Thaddaeus/Lebbaeus in Matthew and Mark’s 

accounts. 

Note 2: The Judas in Acts 1:13 is Judas the brother [more likely “the son”] of James, who is also 

called Thaddeus in Mark 3:18. It was not unusual for one man to have two or more names.2 

Note 3: In Mark 3:18 and Matt 10:3 this name does not appear, but instead we find the name 

“Thaddaeus.” It is not impossible that these are two names for the same person. Double names 

were not at all rare (cf. Simon Peter; Saul-Paul). Furthermore, the other apostles whose names are 

qualified (Simon Peter and Simon the Zealot; James [the son of Zebedee] and James the son of 

Alphaeus) share names with others in the list. These shared names are qualified to distinguish 

them. Had there been only one Judas, why qualify his name with Iscariot here, in Mark 3:19, and 

in Matt 10:4? There would be no need to do so. If, however, as the Lukan account states, there 

were two disciples named Judas, then such a qualification would have been needed. Matthew and 
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Mark may have preferred the other name “Thaddaeus” to Judas because of the connotations 

associated with the name Judas. (What Christians today name their son “Judas”?)3 

Note 4: Jerome, a fourth-century Bible scholar, dubbed Thaddeus “Trinomious,” which means 

“the man with three names.” In both the Gospels of Matthew and Mark, the apostle is listed as 

Thaddeus (Matthew 10:3; Mark 3:18). In the King James Version of Matthew 10:3, he is called 

“Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus.” Luke, however, replaces the name Thaddeus with 

“Judas son of James” in both Luke 6:16 and Acts 1:13. And when the apostle John mentions 

Thaddeus, he calls him “Judas (not Iscariot)” (John 14:22). 

Judas was a popular name in New Testament times. It means, “Jehovah leads.” Bible scholars 

suggest that Judas was likely the name given to Thaddeus at birth, while Lebbaeus and Thaddeus 

were nicknames. Lebbaeus translates as “heart-child,” and Thaddeus means “breast-child,” so it’s 

possible these were terms of endearment given him by family members. John MacArthur 

proposes in his book Twelve Ordinary Men that these nicknames suggest Thaddeus was a gentle 

soul with a tender, childlike heart.4 

General Information: 

Hometown/Region: Unknown 

Lived in Galilee in the Roman Provence 

Unknown trade 

Family: 

“the brother of James” (Lk 6:16) 

Half-brother of Jesus? 

M I N I S T R Y  I N F O R M A T I O N :  

Major Accomplishments during Jesus’ Ministry: 

Was an eyewitness of Jesus’ baptism, ministry, and resurrection, for about three years. 

Present for the baptism of Jesus (Mt 3:13-16; Mk 1:9-11; Lk 3:21-23) in accordance with Acts 1:21-23 

He left everything to follow Jesus 

Listed among the Twelve disciples/Apostles of Jesus (Mt 10:2-4; Mk 3:16-19; Luke 6:14-16) 

Present when Jesus: 

• preached the Sermon on the Mount (Mt 5:1-48, 6:1-34, 7:1-29, Lk 6:20-49) 

• raised the widow’s son from the dead (Luke 7:11-17) 

• quiets the storm (Mt 8:23-27, Mk 4:35-41, Lk 8:22-25) 

• traveled to Jerusalem for the Passover and clears the Temple for the first time (Jn 2:13-25) 

• meets Nicodemus at night (Jn 3:1-21) 

• led them to baptize in the Judean countryside (Jn 3:22) 
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• speaks to the woman at the well in Samaria (Jn 4:1-42) 

• heals the royal official’s son (Jn 4:46-54) 

• attends a festival in Jerusalem and heals a man near a pool (Jn 5:1-9) 

• teaches the Jewish leaders about his authority and the Scriptures that testify about him (Jn 5:31-

47) 

• heals a centurion’s servant (Mt 8:15-13; Lk 7:1-10) 

• raises a widow’s son back to life in a town called Nain (Lk 7:11-17) 

• cast out demons and restores a man in the Gadarenes, and casts the demons into a heard of pigs 

(Mt 8:28-34; Mk 5:1-20; Lk 8:26-39) 

• heals a woman with an “issue of blood” and raises a synagogue leader’s daughter back to life (Mt 

9:18-26; Mk 5:21-43; Lk 8:40-56) 

• sent out to preach “the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand”, heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the 

dead and cast out demons (Mt 10:1-42; Mk 6:7-13; Lk 9:1-10) 

• defends himself as Lord of the Sabbath (Mt 12:1-14; Mk 2:23-3:6; Lk 6:1-11) 

• rejected the second time in his hometown of Nazareth (Mt 13:54-58; Mk 6:1-6) 

• fed the 5,000 men plus women and children (Matthew 14:13-21, Mark 6:30-44, Luke 9:10-17, 

John 6:1-14) 

• preaches in the synagogue in Nazareth and is rejected (Lk 4:14-30) 

• travels outside of Galilee to the region of Tyre. It is here that He heals the daughter of a 

Syrophoenician woman (Mt 15:21-28; Mk 7:24-30) 

• fed the 4,000 men plus women and children (Mt 15:38; Mk 8:9) 

• walked on the water (Mt 14:22-23, Mk 6:45-52, Jn 6:16-21) 

• transfigured (Mt 17:1-13, Mk 9:2-13, Lk 9:28-36) 

• heals a man born blind, the result is the Pharisees investigate his healing (Jn 9:1-10:21) 

• sends out 72 disciples to spread the gospel message in every town and village. They return 

rejoicing (Lk 10:1-24) 

• teaches in parables: the Good Samaritan (Lk 10:25-37), prayer (Lk 11:1-3), warning against 

religious hypocrisy (Lk 11:37-54), the Sabbath and the Kingdom of God (Lk 13:10-21) 

• raised Lazarus from the dead (Jn 11:1-44) 

• predicts his own suffering, death and resurrection: 1st time Mt 16:21-23; Mk 8:31-33; Lk 9:21-22, 

2nd time Mt 17:22-23; Mk 9:30-32; Lk 9:43-45 ,3rd time, Mt 20:17-19; Mk 10:32-34; Lk 18:31-

34) 

• restores sight to two blind men (Mt 20:29-34, Mk 10:46-52, Lk 18:35-43) 

• triumphant entry to Jerusalem (Mt 21:1-11, Mk 11:1-10, Lk 19:29-44, Jn 12:12-19) 

• taught the significance of the Last Supper (Mt 26:17-29, Mk 14:12-25, Lk 22:7-20, Jn 13:1-38) 

• was in the Garden of Gethsemane (Mt 26:36; Mk 14:32-42; Lk 22:39-46; Jn 18:1) 

• was NOT with Christ during Jesus’ trials and crucifixion. 

• was resurrected from the dead (Mt 28:1-10, Mk 16:1-8, Lk 24:1-12, Jn 20:1-10) 

• appeard to disciples during following week (Mk 16:14, Lk 24:36-43, Jn 20:19-25) 

• ascended to Heaven (Mt 28:16-20, Mk 16:19-20, Lk 24:44-53) 

It was during the Upper Room Discourse that we have the only quoted words from Judas/Thaddaeus and 

the Savior.  

John 14:18 (KJV) I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. 19 Yet a little 

while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also. 
20 At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 21 He 

that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that 

loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to 



him. 22 Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself 

unto us, and not unto the world? 23 Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, 

he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and 

make our abode with him. 24 He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the 

word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me. 

Judas asks, “how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world?” (Jn 14:22) 

Major Accomplishments after Jesus’ Ministry: 

Hiding for fear of the Jews (Jn 20:19) 

Was present when Jesus appeared after his resurrection (Jn 20:19-25) 

Was present when Jesus gave the Great Commission (Mt 28:16-20 

Was present when Jesus was taken up to heaven (Ac 1:8-9) 

Listed in the upper room with Peter, James, John, Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew, Mt, James the son of 

Alphaeus, Simon Zelotes and Judas the brother of James. (Ac 1:13) 

Was present at the choosing of Mathias to replace Judas (Ac 1:13) 

Present in the upper room at Pentecost (Ac 2:1) 

Totally changed after Pentecost 

Along with the other Apostles, they began the movement called “Christianity.” As such, he was one of the 

leaders of the early church. 

Manner of Death: 

We have no record of Thaddaeus/Lebbaeus/Jude’s birth or death. He lived during the time of Jesus, 4-33 

AD. 

Historically speaking, it is reported that he died a martyr’s death in Syria, as did Simon the Zealot. 

Writings 

Purportedly wrote the non-canonical epistle of Jude 65-80 AD. (Jude the brother of James) 

The question can be asked, since the book of Jude opens with, “Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and 

brother of James,” could the Apostle Jude/Judas/Thaddaeus/Lebbaeus be one in the same? There are 

many theologians and commentators that would agree with that assumption. Breaking it down further, is 

Jude, the brother of James the half brother of Jesus? Again, many theologians and commentators would 

agree and they take that stand. 

This is all subjective since the author of Jude does not give his full pedigree. 

Scripture References: 

Mt 10: 3; Mk 3:18, Lk 6:16, Jn 14:22, Acts 1:13 

Strongest Character Traits: 
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