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I AM WELL SUPPLIED 

Lakeview Baptist Church 

August 30, 2020 

Philippians 4:14-20 

14 Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 15 And you Philippians yourselves know 

that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into 

partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only. 16 Even in Thessalonica 

you sent me help for my needs once and again. 17 Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the 

fruit that increases to your credit. 18 I have received full payment, and more. I am well 

supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a 

sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 19 And my God will supply every need of 

yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20 To our God and Father be 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

21 Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The brothers who are with me greet you. 22 All the 

saints greet you, especially those of Caesar's household. 

23 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 

Introduction 

 

CHRISTIAN BROTHERS AND SISTERS SHARE IN ANOTHER’S TROUBLE 

14 Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble.  

In the previous section, Paul declared that whatever situation or circumstance that he would find himself, 

“brought low or abound, having plenty and being hungry, having abundance or in great need”, he can be 

content. It is important to understand what Paul was saying and what he was not saying. He certainly 

could live in prosperity and poverty but to ensure that the Philippians did not misunderstand his intent, he 

did not want them to think that the gifts they sent him were of no concern on his behalf or wasted. It is as 

Paul is saying your gift came at the right time. 

Note: Linda and I had run out of money during a transfer and we had zero money to last three days after 

paying for deposits on an apartment and utilities. We had a baby, and he needed formula. We were in 

great need; we were in poverty. The next day we received our “forwarded three times” tax refund. We 

were in abundance and plenty. All within 48 hours. 

15 And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left 

Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except 

you only. 

Paul confirms to the Philippians that their special gift helped him to minister in Macedonia when all 

others did not see the vision of helping Paul. They stood firm in their resolve. Paul remains grateful to 

them as he is writing this letter to them. The congregation at Philippi saw the need and filled it. 
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CHRISTIAN BROTHERS AND SISTERS GIVE TIME AND AGAIN 

16 Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and again. 

And it was not a one-time-gift. They contributed to Paul’s work after he left Macedonia, in Thessalonica. 

17 Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that increases to your credit. 

Paul takes this time to teach them an important lesson. Receiving blessings is a wonderful experience. 

However, the real fruit of Christianity is in giving. Why do we tithe? Why do we give special gifts and 

offerings?  

It is in giving that we learn the heart of the Father. “For God so loved, that He gave.”  

Giving from the heart is one of the closest experiences a Christian can have in worship. It is diametrically 

opposed to the “I, me, mine” way of the world. 

(cf. ESV footnote: “the profit that accrues to your account”). God sees their sacrifice and is pleased.1 

I AM WELL SUPPLIED 

18 I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received from 

Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing 

to God. 

“a fragrant offering” – in the Old Testament sacrifice and offering system, the giver hoped that their 

sacrifice or offering would be accepted by God as a “pleasing aroma.” (Ge 8:21; Ex 29:18; Lv. 4:31) 

“a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God.” In the New Testament, Christ is the sacrifice, pleasing to 

God. However, Paul is quick to point out that sacrifices and offerings, is to declare, on the part of the 

giver, that their devotion, loyalty and dependence is to God. 

19 And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in 

Christ Jesus.  

Taking verse 18 one step further. Paul declares to the congregation at Philippi, that no matter where the 

gifts and offerings come from, it is God who is supplying his need through the generous work of God. No 

matter what the circumstance, Paul will depend on God supplying his every NEED, according to the 

LORD’S providential care…through Christ Jesus. 

SALUTATION AND CLOSING 

20 To our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen. 21 Greet every saint in 

Christ Jesus. The brothers who are with me greet you. 22 All the saints greet you, 

especially those of Caesar's household. 23 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with 

your spirit. 

 

ESV English Standard Version 

1 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 2287. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esvsb?ref=BibleESV.Php4.17&off=5&ctx=f.+Acts+17%3a1).%0a4%3a17+~Lest+they+imagine+he
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Conclusion 

I am somewhat saddened that this wonderful letter of hope and joy is now completed on our part. 

In this text we have seen that: 

• When Christian Brothers and Sisters are in trouble, if the Holy Spirit prompts us to give, we must 

share in another’s trouble. This is not only a sign of being a Christian, it is a form of worship to 

the God and Creator. 

• There should NEVER be a time when a Christian is not in a “giving mode.” We have because 

God gave. Let us not keep our talents, tithes and time…let us be “hilarious” givers. 

• Let us be content with what God has seen fit for us to go through. Let us be “satisfied” in this life, 

looking forward to the life to come. 

 

 

 


