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TH E G O S P EL O F  J O H N 

INTRODUCTION 

In review, the Gospel of Matthew presents Jesus to the Hebrew mind as the Messiah and 

King. Mark’s Gospel presents Jesus to the Roman mind as the Servant. The Gospel of Luke 

presents Jesus to the Greek mind as the Son of Man. The Gospel of John presents Jesus to the 

Jewish and Gentile believers as the Christ, the Creator, the Son of God (Jn 20:30-31). 

The Gospel of John is the last Gospel in the NT. It is the final piece concerning the Gospel 

and the purpose of God in Christ. 

In summary, the previous Gospels covered the high points in the life and ministry of Jesus 

Christ. Through their eyes, we witnessed: 

• The miracle of His birth 

• His perfect life 

• His baptism and temptation 

• His ministry of miracles, teaching, and changing lives 

• His transfiguration 

• His final week 

• His passion and crucifixion 

• His bodily resurrection 

• His Commission and ascension 

While the Synoptic Gospels introduced the reader to the life of Jesus, the Gospel of John 

covers the life of Jesus in a personal, intimate and unique way. The Gospel of John, unlike the 

previous three Gospels, directs the reader to the divine nature of the Son of God. 

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and 

without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was 

the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 

it. 

From the very beginning of John’s Gospel, it has a very different feel than the other Synoptic 

Gospels.  

• Its content is different (approximately 90% different).  

• The major themes and order of John’s content is noticeably different. The first eight 

verses identify Jesus as the Word (logos in Greek). John identifies Jesus as preexistent 

and the Creator…the Son of God. 

John’s Gospel is a clear representation that Jesus Christ is the God-Man; wholly human while 

being completely God.  

The Synoptic Gospels highlighted Jesus public ministry, while John’s Gospel lets the reader 

in on private teachings, conversations, and His thoughts. 
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KEY THOUGHT 

I AM! Jesus Christ proclaimed to the disciples and followers that He is the “I Am” of the OT. 

These are found in the Gospel of John. 

1. “I am the bread of life” (6:35) 

2. “I am the light of the world” (8:12; 9:5) 

3. “I am the door” (10:7, 9) 

4. “I am the good shepherd” (10:11) 

5. “I am the resurrection and the life” (11:25) 

6. “I am the way, the truth, and the life” (14:6) 

7. “I am the true vine” (15:1) 

LOCATIONS FOUND IN JOHN 

Jerusalem 

Temple – Jewish festivals including Passover (John 2, 6, 11-12), Tabernacles (John 7-9) and 

the Dedication (John 10). 

Upper room discourse, unknown location (John 13-16). 

AUTHOR 

From the beginning to the end of the Gospel, the writer never identifies himself, other than the 

used of the term, “the disciple whom Jesus loved,” or “the beloved disciple.” (Jn 13:23-25; 

19:26-27, 34-35; 20:2-5, 8; 21:7, 20-24) 

The early church Polycarp, Papias, Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria, Justin Martyr, and 

Tertullian, identify John the Apostle as the author 

The writer asserts himself as an eyewitness (Jn 1:14; 19:35; 21:24). 

John the Apostle also wrote four other works attributed to him: three epistles and the 

Revelation of Jesus Christ. 

Historically and the tradition of the Christian church, since the first century, the Apostle John 

is the author of the Gospel that bears his name. He is the son of Zebedee and brother of the 

Apostle James, and the pastor at the church in Ephesus. For the crime of declaring the Gospel, 

John was sent, as a prisoner, to the isle of Patmos by the Roman Emperor Domitian. It is there 

that John wrote the Revelation. 

WRITTEN FROM: 

If the Apostle John wrote this Gospel, then it was written from Ephesus as Irenaeus stated that 

it was “the Gospel from Ephesus.” 
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DATE 

It was probably written at Ephesus, which, after the destruction of Jerusalem (A.D. 70), 

became the centre of Christian life and activity in the East, about A.D. 90.1 

So for this study, we will consider this Gospel has a much later date than the other Gospels 

and was most likely authored around 85-95 AD 

AUDIENCE 

The Greco-Roman people in Ephesus. For example, John’s audience would need further 

explanation of Jewish customs, geography of Palestine and John’s frequent translation of 

Aramaic into Greek. 

PURPOSE AND CONTENT 

John declares the purpose of his writing this Gospel almost at the end of the book. We find his 

purpose in John 20:30-31: 

John 20:30-31 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which 

are not written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus 

is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

John includes Jesus own claim to deity (Jn 5:22-23; 8:58; 10:30; 17:5) 

As you read the Gospel of John, it becomes clear that John’s focus is on Jesus being deity, 

specifically as the Son of God. John places emphasis on and His ministry in three important 

areas: signs, believe and life.  

John clearly states his purpose for writing this Gospel and it is essential that the bible student 

be familiar with John’s use of “signs, belief, and life.” 

Signs2 

The word “signs” is John’s term for the miracles of Jesus.1 By it he means to 

impress the reader with the meaning of the miracle and especially with the 

revelation of who Jesus really is. Taken together, the signs are meant to show that 

Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of God.” 

Out of the many signs which Jesus did, John selected seven to demonstrate the 

nature of Christ. Each of them has a particular message. 

1. Water changed into wine—Jesus’ power over quality 

2. The nobleman’s son healed—Jesus’ power over distance 

3. The impotent man healed—Jesus’ power over time 

4. The five thousand fed—Jesus’ power over quantity 

 

1 M. G. Easton, Easton’s Bible Dictionary (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1893). 

2 Walter M. Dunnett, Exploring the New Testament (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2001), 24–26. 
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5. Walking on the water—Jesus’ power over natural law 

6. The blind man healed—Jesus’ power over helplessness 

7. Lazarus raised from the dead—Jesus’ power over death 

Of the seven signs, five are found only in John’s Gospel. The feeding of the five 

thousand is the only miracle recorded by all the writers; the walking on the water 

appears also in Matthew and Mark. 

Believe 

One of the most frequent words in the book, believe, appears at least ninety-eight 

times. It always occurs in the verb form, never the noun form (believe, never belief). 

This continually gives the impression of action, of something happening. John is 

teaching the meaning of believing in Jesus not so much by definition as by 

illustration. The word is used to indicate the response of people to Jesus. If they 

believed on Him, they became His followers; if they did not believe, they became 

His opponents. At any rate, once having met Him, they could not remain neutral. 

Along with the word believe, John employs a number of synonyms to make his 

meaning clear. Some of these are receive (1:12), drink (4:14), come (6:35), eat 

(6:51), and enter (10:9). All these words, used in the routine of daily life, become 

full with meaning when applied to the spiritual relationship of men and women to 

Christ. Believing on Him is like receiving a gift, drinking refreshing water, entering 

by a door into a sheepfold. The need is met, the thirst is quenched, the hunger is 

satiated. 

Life 

This term expresses the result of believing in Christ. To receive life is to become a 

child of God by being born into His family. It is the divine nature imparted to the 

believer. The Lord Jesus said to the Pharisee, Nicodemus: “Except a man be born 

again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (3:3). This life is described as eternal in 

quality (3:15) and is, therefore, the opposite of the state of spiritual death, which 

means to perish (3:16). 

In addition, there will be a manifestation of this gift in the one who receives it. The 

Holy Spirit, who is the agent of regeneration, will be as rivers of living water 

flowing from within the one who has drunk of the water of life (7:37–39). Thus the 

life is imparted to others around the believer, as dry ground is refreshed by a stream. 

Thus, John has stated his purpose. In writing the story of Christ, he has sought to 

bring his readers face to face with this person who by His words and His works 

confronts men and women with a great decision. From first to last Christ is 

described as deity (1:1; 20:28). Yet He has come in human form (1:14) so that He 

might give Himself to bring life to those who sit in the shadow of death (12:23, 24). 

Not only did Christ die, but He rose again (chap. 20). As the living Lord, He calls 

forth the devotion and loyalty of His followers (21:15–19). 
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IMPORTANT PASSAGES 

John lets the reader in on conversations with others that is very intimate. 

• Andrew - John 1:35–42; 6:8, 9; 12:20–22. 

• Simon Peter – John 1:42; 6:68-69; 13:36–38; 18:15–18, 25–27; 21:15–22. 

• Nicodemus – John 3; 7:50, 51; 19:39–42. 

• Philip - John1:43–46; 6:5–7; 14:8–12 

• The woman of Samaria - 4:1–42 

• The blind man - John 9 

• Martha and Mary – John 11:1–46 

• Thomas – John 11:16; 14:5–7; 20:24–28. 

• Pilate – John 18:28–19:16 

• Judas Iscariot – John 6:70, 71; 13:21–30; 18:1–15). 

OUTLINE 

• Prologue – the Presentation of the Son of God (John 1:1-18) 

• Jesus Public Ministry years (John 1:19-12:50) 

• Jesus Private Ministry and discourse (John 13:1-17:26) 

• Jesus’ Passion, resurrection, and post-resurrection appearances (John 18:1-20:31 

• The final appeal of Jesus Christ (John 21:1-25) 

THEOLOGICAL THEMES 

God’s love for His creation is seen in the plan of Salvation seen in John 3:15-18. 

16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 

17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 

the world might be saved through him. 

18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is 

condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 

The study notes from the Faithlife Study Bible identifies the following themes in the Gospel 

of John. 

From the beginning of the Gospel of John to the end, this book shows that Jesus is 

God in flesh (1:1–3, 14). He has authority and thus is right to call people to abide 

in His love and share that love with others (e.g., 13:34–35; 15:9–17). Throughout 

John’s Gospel, Jesus uses “I am” phrases, which equate Him with Yahweh, the God 

of the Old Testament (e.g., 6:35; 8:24; 10:11, 14; 13:19; 15:1; 18:5–9; compare 

Exod 3:14–16). 

Unlike the Synoptic Gospels—which focus on the kingdom of God/heaven—the 

emphasis of John’s Gospel is the unity of Jesus, God’s Son, with God the Father 

(John 10:30; 14). On the basis of this, Jesus emphasizes that His followers should 
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be unified with Him and with one another. Jesus also says that the Holy Spirit will 

come to His followers—God’s eternal presence is with His followers (ch. 15). 

Thomas even calls Jesus his Lord—which may indicate that he is calling him 

Yahweh—and his God (20:28). John emphasizes that the only way to true and 

eternal relationship with God the Father is through Jesus’ sacrificial death and 

resurrection (e.g., 3:16–17; 14:16–17; 17:3). And this is the message our world 

needs to hear today.3 

MAJOR DIFFERENCES IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 

Unlike Matthew and Luke, John’s Gospel has no genealogical record 

Since John is identifying Jesus as the Son of God, the Everlasting one, there is no account of 

His birth as He was "in the beginning" 

John says nothing about His boyhood 

The temptation in the wilderness is not covered 

John does not speak of Christ’s transfiguration 

John does not speak of Christ’s ascension 

And John does not cover the “Great Commission.” 

The seven “I am” statements (4:26; 6:35; 8:12, 58; 10:9, 11; 11:25; 14:6) are exclusive to 

John’s Gospel 

The “Verily, Verily” (KJV) (literally translated as, “Amen, Amen”) Statements Are Unique to 

John. (John 1:51; 3:3, 5, 11; 5:19, 24, 25; 6:26, 32, 47, 53; 8:34, 51, 58; 10:1, 7; 12:24; 13:16, 

20, 21, 38; 14:12; 16:20, 23; 21:18). 

The Gospel of John has Jesus cleansing the Temple early in Jesus’ ministry, whereas the 

Synoptics place it later. 

PARABLES ONLY FOUND IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 

There are no parables in the Gospel of John. However, there are some theologians that are 

suggesting that there are parables in the Gospel of John, such as the little stories of the Good 

Shepherd (John 10:1–5) or the childbearing woman (John 16:21). 

Jesus does not infer them to be parables. 

A REMARKABLE PARALLEL BETWEEN THE TABERNACLE FURNITURE AND THE 

GOSPEL OF JOHN. 

There is a remarkable parallel between the furniture of the tabernacle and the Gospel of John. 

Looking at the entire Gospel, John seemingly leads the reader through the Tabernacle. As there 

 

3 John D. Barry et al., Faithlife Study Bible (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2012, 2016). 



New Testament Survey 

 

 

73Twenty Ministries  7 

2020 

were seven pieces of “furniture” in the tabernacle, John leads the reader through the Gospel in 

the same manner. 

The Brazen Alter Jesus as the sacrificial Lamb – “Behold the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world.” He is the atonement for sin (Jn 

1:29) 

The Laver Laver of cleansing and renewal – “Except a man be born of 

water and the spirit…” (Jn 3:5) 

Table of Shewbread Jesus as the living water and the living Bread (Jn 4:14; 6:51) 

Golden Candlestick Jesus is the light of the world (Jn 8:12; 9:5) 

Altar of Incense Our prayers, in the name of Jesus, rise like the incense off of hot 

coals to the Living God; Jesus prays for us (Jn 14:13-14; 16:23-

24; chapter 17)) 

The Ark of the 

Covenant and the 

Mercy Seat 

Jesus is the Ark of the Covenant and the Mercy Seat sprinkled 

with His blood an atonement for sinners (Chapters 18-19). He is 

the Propitiation (Rm 3:25) 

 


